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(2) Two copies of a declaration that 
lists the port of entry, the name and 
address of the importer, the name and 
address of the broker, the origin of the 
live fish, fertilized eggs, or gametes, 
the number, species, and the purpose of 
the importation, the name of the per-
son to whom the fish will be delivered, 
and the location of the place to which 
such delivery will be made. 

(b) [Reserved] 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0301) 

§ 93.906 Inspection at the port of 
entry. 

(a) All live fish, fertilized eggs, and 
gametes of SVC-susceptible species im-
ported from any part of the world must 
be presented for inspection at a port of 
entry designated under § 93.902. The 
APHIS port veterinarian must be noti-
fied at least 72 hours in advance of the 
arrival in the United States of a ship-
ment of live fish, fertilized eggs, or 
gametes of SVC-susceptible species. 
Any shipment of live SVC-susceptible 
fish species that the port veterinarian 
determines to exhibit clinical signs 
consistent with SVCV infection or dis-
ease, or any shipments of live fish, fer-
tilized eggs, and gametes of SVC-sus-
ceptible species that otherwise do not 
meet the requirements of this subpart, 
shall be refused entry. 

(b) Shipments refused entry, unless 
exported within a time fixed in each 
case by the Administrator, and in ac-
cordance with other provisions he or 
she may require in each case for their 
handling, shall be disposed of as the 
Administrator may direct. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0301) 

§§ 93.907–93.909 [Reserved] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 73 FR 52186, 
Sept. 9, 2008, §§ 93.907 through 93.909 were 
added and reserved, effective Nov. 10, 2008. At 
73 FR 63867, Oct. 28, 2008, the effective date 
was delayed until Jan. 9, 2009. At 74 FR 1, 
Jan. 2, 2009, the effective date was delayed 
indefinitely. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR VHS- 
REGULATED FISH SPECIES 

SOURCE: 73 FR 52186, Sept. 9, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 73 FR 52186, 
Sept. 9, 2008, an undesignated center heading 
and new §§ 93.910 through 93.916 were added to 
subpart I after the newly reserved §§ 93.907 
through 93.909, effective Nov. 10, 2008. At 73 
FR 63867, Oct. 28, 2008, the effective date was 
delayed until Jan. 9, 2009. At 74 FR 1, Jan. 2, 
2009, the effective date was delayed indefi-
nitely. 

§ 93.910 General restrictions; excep-
tions. 

(a) No live VHS-regulated species of 
fish may be imported into the United 
States from VHS-regulated regions ex-
cept in accordance with this subpart or 
the regulations of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) in 50 CFR 
16.13(a)(3) and 16.13(b), nor may such 
live VHS-regulated fish be moved from 
the port of entry after arrival until re-
leased by an APHIS representative or 
FWS official; Provided, that the Admin-
istrator may, upon request in specific 
cases, allow the importation of live 
VHS-regulated fish into the United 
States under conditions other than 
those specifically set forth in this sub-
part when the Administrator deter-
mines that such movement will not re-
sult in the further introduction of VHS 
into the United States. 

(b)(1) APHIS will list as a VHS-regu-
lated fish any fish species found in 
freshwater to be susceptible to the 
North American (type IV) strain of 
VHS virus under natural (i.e., non-con-
trolled) conditions of exposure and 
from which VHS virus has been iso-
lated in cell culture or other assay de-
termined by the competent authority 
to be adequate to detect VHS virus, 
with confirmation of strain identity 
through genetic sequencing. Anad-
romous fish species that have migrated 
into freshwater and from which VHS 
strain type IV(a) has been isolated will 
not be considered VHS-regulated fish. 

(2) If APHIS determines that, in ac-
cordance with the criteria in paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section, a species should 
be added to the list of VHS-regulated 
species, APHIS will publish a notice in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER announcing 
that determination. 

(c)(1) APHIS will list as a VHS-regu-
lated region any region in which VHS 
virus has been officially reported to the 
World Health Organization for Animal 
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Health by the country’s competent au-
thority for aquatic animal health from 
any fish species in a water source that 
is not a secure water source, or which 
the Administrator determines to be at 
risk of having VHS based on criteria 
such as inadequate surveillance, less 
restrictive import requirements, or 
other epidemiologic information. 

(2) If the Administrator determines 
that a region meets the criteria in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, APHIS 
will publish a notice of its decision in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER and take com-
ments from the public. The designation 
as a VHS-regulated region will become 
effective upon publication of this no-
tice. After reviewing the comments, 
APHIS will issue a second notice in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER announcing its de-
cision on whether or not the designa-
tion as a VHS-regulated region will re-
main in effect. 

(d) APHIS maintains the lists of 
VHS-regulated fish and VHS-regulated 
regions on the APHIS aquaculture Web 
site at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ 
animallhealth/animalldislspec/aqua-
culture. The lists may be obtained from 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, Veterinary Services, Na-
tional Aquaculture Program, 4700 River 
Road Unit 46, Riverdale, MD 20737–1231. 

(e) Other provisions of this subpart 
relating to the importation of live 
VHS-regulated fish shall not apply to 
shipments of such fish imported from 
VHS-regulated regions if they are im-
ported in accordance with the FWS 
regulations in 50 CFR 16.13. 

(f) Other provisions of this subpart 
relating to the importation of live 
VHS-regulated fish shall not apply to 
shipments of such fish in transit 
through the United States, if an import 
permit has been obtained under § 93.912 
and all conditions of the permit are ob-
served, and if the live VHS-regulated 
fish species are handled as follows: 

(1) They are maintained under con-
tinuous confinement while in transit 
through the United States aboard an 
aircraft, ocean vessel, or other means 
of conveyance; or, if they are unloaded 
in the course of such transit, they are 
placed in a holding facility that is pro-
vided by the carrier or its agent and 
has been approved by the Adminis-
trator as adequate to prevent the 

spread within the United States of any 
finfish disease; they are maintained 
there under continuous confinement 
until loaded aboard a means of convey-
ance for transportation from the 
United States; and they are maintained 
under continuous confinement aboard 
such means of conveyance until it 
leaves the United States. 

(2) They are moved in accordance 
with any additional conditions pre-
scribed in the permit that the Adminis-
trator has determined to be necessary 
to ensure that the fish do not introduce 
VHS into the United States. 

(3) For a holding facility to be ap-
proved by the Administrator, the fol-
lowing conditions must be met: 

(i) The holding facility must be suffi-
ciently isolated to prevent direct or in-
direct contact of the live fish it con-
tains with any other live VHS-regu-
lated fish species in the United States. 

(ii) The holding facility must be con-
structed to provide adequate protec-
tion against environmental conditions 
and so that it can be adequately 
cleaned, washed, and disinfected. 

(iii) Provision must be made for dis-
posal of fish carcasses, shipping water, 
effluent, waste, and any associated 
shipping materials in a manner that 
will prevent dissemination of disease. 

(iv) Provision must be made for ade-
quate sources of feed and water and for 
attendants for the care and feeding of 
fish in the facility. 

(v) The holding facility must comply 
with all applicable local, State, and 
Federal requirements for environ-
mental quality. 

(vi) The holding facility must comply 
with any additional requirements that 
the Administrator may impose on a 
particular shipment in order to prevent 
the dissemination of disease. 

(g) Other provisions of this subpart 
relating to the importation of live 
VHS-regulated fish shall not apply to 
fish moved into the United States from 
VHS-regulated regions during catch- 
and-release fishing. 

§ 93.911 Ports designated for the im-
portation of live VHS-regulated fish 
species. 

(a) Live VHS-regulated fish from 
VHS-regulated regions may be im-
ported into the United States without 
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