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in a power reactor, and has not been 
chemically separated into its con-
stituent elements by reprocessing. 
Spent fuel includes the special nuclear 
material, byproduct material, source 
material, and other radioactive mate-
rials associated with fuel assemblies. 

Structures, systems, and components im-
portant to safety means those features 
of the ISFSI, MRS, and spent fuel stor-
age cask whose functions are— 

(1) To maintain the conditions re-
quired to store spent fuel, high-level 
radioactive waste, or reactor-related 
GTCC waste safely; 

(2) To prevent damage to the spent 
fuel, the high-level radioactive waste, 
or reactor-related GTCC waste con-
tainer during handling and storage; or 

(3) To provide reasonable assurance 
that spent fuel, high-level radioactive 
waste, or reactor-related GTCC waste 
can be received, handled, packaged, 
stored, and retrieved without undue 
risk to the health and safety of the 
public. 

[53 FR 31658, Aug. 19, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 36038, July 15, 1994; 62 FR 39092, July 21, 
1997; 64 FR 53614, Oct. 4, 1999; 64 FR 56121, 
Oct. 15, 1999; 66 FR 51839, Oct. 11, 2001; 72 FR 
55933, Oct. 1, 2007; 73 FR 32462, June 9, 2008] 

§ 72.4 Communications. 
Except where otherwise specified, all 

communications and reports con-
cerning the regulations in this part and 
applications filed under them should be 
sent by mail addressed: ATTN: Docu-
ment Control Desk, Director, Division 
of Spent Fuel Storage and Transpor-
tation, Office of Nuclear Material Safe-
ty and Safeguards, U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, Washington, DC 
20555–0001; by hand delivery to the 
NRC’s offices at One White Flint 
North, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville, 
Maryland between 7:30 a.m. and 4:15 
p.m. eastern time; or, where prac-
ticable, by electronic submission, for 
example, via Electronic Information 
Exchange, or CD-ROM. Electronic sub-
missions must be made in a manner 
that enables the NRC to receive, read, 
authenticate, distribute, and archive 
the submission, and process and re-
trieve it a single page at a time. De-
tailed guidance on making electronic 
submissions can be obtained by visiting 
the NRC’s Web site at http:// 

www.nrc.gov/site-help/e-submittals.html; 
by e-mail to MSHD.Resource@nrc.gov; 
or by writing the Office of Information 
Services, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001. The guidance discusses, among 
other topics, the formats the NRC can 
accept, the use of electronic signa-
tures, and the treatment of nonpublic 
information. If the submission deadline 
date falls on a Saturday, or Sunday, or 
a Federal holiday, the next Federal 
working day becomes the official due 
date. 

[68 FR 58818, Oct. 10, 2003, as amended at 74 
FR 62684, Dec. 1, 2009; 75 FR 73945, Nov. 30, 
2010] 

§ 72.5 Interpretations. 
Except as specifically authorized by 

the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by an officer or em-
ployee of the Commission, other than a 
written interpretation by the General 
Counsel, will be recognized to be bind-
ing upon the Commission. 

§ 72.6 License required; types of li-
censes. 

(a) Licenses for the receipt, handling, 
storage, and transfer of spent fuel or 
high-level radioactive waste are of two 
types: general and specific. Licenses 
for the receipt, handling, storage, and 
transfer of reactor-related GTCC are 
specific licenses. Any general license 
provided in this part is effective with-
out the filing of an application with 
the Commission or the issuance of a li-
censing document to a particular per-
son. A specific license is issued to a 
named person upon application filed 
pursuant to regulations in this part. 

(b) A general license is hereby issued 
to receive title to and own spent fuel, 
high-level radioactive waste, or reac-
tor-related GTCC waste without regard 
to quantity. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this chapter, a gen-
eral licensee under this paragraph is 
not authorized to acquire, deliver, re-
ceive, possess, use, or transfer spent 
fuel, high-level radioactive waste, or 
reactor-related GTCC waste except as 
authorized in a specific license. 

(c) Except as authorized in a specific 
license and in a general license under 
subpart K of this part issued by the 
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