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the Board if the presiding officer is un-
available or determines that such mo-
tion should be referred to the Board. 
Prior to the appointment of a presiding 
officer and after a recommended deci-
sion is filed pursuant to § 622.12, the 
Board shall rule on motions filed by 
the parties. 

(e) Appeal from rulings on motions. All 
answers, motions, objections and rul-
ings shall become part of the record. 
Rulings of a presiding officer on any 
motion may not be appealed to the 
Board prior to its consideration of the 
presiding officer’s recommended deci-
sion, except by special permission of 
the Board. However, such rulings shall 
be considered by the Board in review-
ing the record. Requests to the Board 
for special permission to appeal from a 
ruling of the presiding officer shall be 
filed in writing within 5 days of the 
ruling, and shall briefly state the 
grounds relied on. The moving party 
shall immediately serve a copy thereof 
on every other party to the proceeding 
who may then respond to such request 
within 5 days after service. 

(f) Continuation of hearing. Unless 
otherwise ordered by the presiding offi-
cer or the Board, the hearing shall con-
tinue pending the determination of any 
request or motion by the Board. 

§ 622.12 Proposed findings and conclu-
sions; recommended decision. 

(a) Proposed findings and conclusions 
by parties. Within 30 days after the 
hearing transcript has been filed, any 
party may file proposed findings of fact 
and conclusions of law. Such proposals 
shall be supported by citation of such 
statutes, decisions, and other authori-
ties, and by specific page references to 
such portions of the record as may be 
relevant. All such proposals shall be-
come a part of the record. 

(b) Recommended decision by presiding 
officer. Within 30 days after the expira-
tion of time allowed under paragraph 
(a) of this section, or within such fur-
ther time as the Board for good cause 
allows, the presiding officer shall file 
the entire hearing record, including a 
recommended decision and findings and 
conclusions, the transcript, exhibits 
(including on request of any of the par-
ties any exhibits excluded from evi-
dence or tender of proof), exceptions, 

rulings and all briefs and memoranda 
filed in connection with the hearing. 
Promptly upon such filing, the pre-
siding officer shall serve a copy of the 
recommended decision, findings and 
conclusions upon each party to the pro-
ceeding. 

(c) Board as presiding officer. In pro-
ceedings in which the Board or one or 
more of its members has presided at 
the reception of evidence, the presiding 
officer’s recommended decision, find-
ings of fact, and conclusions of law will 
be omitted. In such proceedings the 
proposed findings and conclusions, 
briefs, and other submissions permitted 
under paragraph (a) of this section 
shall be filed with the Board for consid-
eration. 

§ 622.13 Exceptions. 
(a) Filing. Within 15 days after service 

of the recommended decision of the 
presiding officer, any party may file 
exceptions thereto or to any portion 
thereof, or to the failure of the pre-
siding officer to make any rec-
ommendation, finding, or conclusion, 
or to the admission or exclusion of evi-
dence, or to any other ruling of the 
presiding officer. 

(b) Contents. Each exception shall be 
supported by a concise argument and 
by citation of such statutes, decisions 
and other authorities, and by page ref-
erences to such portions of the record 
as may be relevant. If the exception re-
lates to the admission or exclusion of 
evidence, the substance of the evidence 
admitted or excluded shall be set forth 
in the brief with appropriate references 
to the transcript. 

(c) Waiver. Failure of a party to file 
exceptions to those matters specified 
in paragraph (a) of this section within 
the time prescribed shall be a waiver of 
objection thereto. 

§ 622.14 Briefs. 
(a) Contents. Any brief filed in a pro-

ceeding shall be confined to the par-
ticular matters in issue, citing stat-
utes, decisions, and other authorities, 
and page references to such portions of 
the record or the recommended deci-
sion of the presiding officer as may be 
relevant. 

(b) Reply briefs. Reply briefs may be 
filed within 10 days after service of 
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original briefs of opposing parties, and 
shall be confined to matters in such 
briefs. Further briefs may be filed only 
with permission of the presiding officer 
or the Board with respect to a matter 
before the Board. 

(c) Delayed filing. Briefs not filed on 
or before the time fixed in this subpart 
or by the presiding officer will be re-
ceived only upon special permission of 
the Board. 

§ 622.15 Oral argument before the 
Board. 

Upon its own initiative or upon writ-
ten request by any party, the Board, in 
its discretion, may order the matter to 
be set down for oral argument before 
the Board or one or more members 
thereof. Any request for oral argument 
by a party filing exceptions shall be 
made within the time prescribed for fil-
ing such exceptions, or by any other 
party, within the time prescribed for 
the filing of a reply brief. Oral argu-
ment before the Board shall be re-
corded unless otherwise ordered by the 
Board. 

§ 622.16 Notice of submission to the 
Board. 

Upon the filing of the record with the 
Board, and upon the expiration of the 
time for the filing of exceptions and all 
briefs, including reply briefs or any fur-
ther briefs permitted by the presiding 
officer or the Board, and upon the hear-
ing of oral argument by the Board, if 
ordered by the Board, the Board shall 
notify the parties in writing that the 
case has been submitted for final deci-
sion. 

§ 622.17 Decision of the Board. 

Any person who has not engaged in 
the performance of investigative or 
prosecuting functions in the case, or in 
a factually related case, may advise 
and assist the Board in the consider-
ation of the case. Copies of the decision 
and order of the Board shall be served 
upon the parties. A copy of the order 
will also be sent to the supervisory 
bank if the order relates to a System 
association, director, officer, or other 
person participating in the conduct of 
the affairs of the association. 

§ 622.18 Filing. 
(a) Filing. Papers required or per-

mitted to be filed with the Board shall 
be filed with the Chairman of the 
Board, FCA, 1501 Farm Credit Drive, 
McLean, VA 22102–5090 or with the per-
son designated to receive papers for the 
agency in a proceeding. Papers sent by 
mail must be postmarked or received 
within the prescribed time limit for fil-
ing. Papers sent by any other means 
must be received within the prescribed 
time limit for filing. 

(b) Formal requirements. All filed pa-
pers shall be printed, typewritten, or 
otherwise reproduced, and copies shall 
be clear and legible. The original of all 
papers filed by a party shall be signed 
and dated as of the date of execution 
by the party filing the same, or a duly 
authorized agent or attorney. The sign-
er’s address and telephone number 
must appear on the original. Counsel 
for the FCA shall sign the original of 
all papers filed on behalf of the FCA. 
All papers filed must name in the head-
ing or on a title page, the parties, the 
docket number and the subject of the 
papers. 

(c) Copies. Parties shall file an origi-
nal and three copies of all documents 
and papers required or permitted to be 
filed under this subpart (except the 
transcript of testimony and exhibits), 
unless otherwise specifically provided 
by the Board. 

§ 622.19 Service. 
(a) Service. Except as otherwise pro-

vided in these rules, each party who 
files papers is responsible for serving a 
copy thereof upon the presiding officer 
and upon every other party or the at-
torney or representative of record of 
that party. A copy of all papers filed by 
the presiding officer or the Board, ex-
cept for the transcript of testimony 
and exhibits, shall be served upon each 
of the parties. Service may be by per-
sonal service, private delivery service, 
or by express, certified or regular first- 
class mail. If a party is not rep-
resented, service shall be made at the 
last known address of the party or an 
officer thereof as shown on the records 
of the FCA. 

(b) Proof of service. Proof of service of 
papers filed by a party shall be filed be-
fore action is to be taken thereon. The 
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