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state or territory are inconsistent with 
title XI of FIRREA. The National Cred-
it Union Administration may, from 
time to time, impose additional quali-
fication criteria for certified appraisers 
performing appraisals in connection 
with federally related transactions 
within its jurisdiction. 

(j) State-licensed appraiser means any 
individual who has satisfied the re-
quirements for licensing in a state or 
territory where the licensing proce-
dures comply with title XI of FIRREA 
and where the Appraisal Subcommittee 
has not issued a finding that the poli-
cies, practices, or procedures of the 
State or territory are inconsistent 
with title XI. The NCUA may, from 
time to time, impose additional quali-
fication criteria for licensed appraisers 
performing appraisals in connection 
with federally related transactions 
within its jurisdiction. 

(k) Tract development means a project 
of five units or more that is con-
structed or is to be constructed as a 
single development. 

(l) Transaction value means: (1) For 
loans or other extensions of credit, the 
amount of the loan or extension of 
credit; and 

(2) For sales, leases, purchases, and 
investments in or exchanges of real 
property, the market value of the real 
property interest involved; and 

(3) For the pooling of loans or inter-
ests in real property for resale or pur-
chase, the amount of the loan or mar-
ket value of the real property cal-
culated with respect to each such loan 
or interest in real property. 

[55 FR 30207, July 25, 1990, as amended at 57 
FR 28998, June 30, 1992; 75 FR 34622, June 18, 
2010] 

§ 722.3 Appraisals required; trans-
actions requiring a State certified 
or licensed appraiser. 

(a) Appraisals required. An appraisal 
performed by a State certified or li-
censed appraiser is required for all real 
estate-related financial transactions 
except those in which: 

(1) The transaction value is $250,000 
or less; 

(2) A lien on real property has been 
taken as collateral through an abun-
dance of caution and where the terms 
of the transaction as a consequence 

have not been made more favorable 
than they would have been in the ab-
sence of a lien; 

(3) A lien on real estate has been 
taken for purposes other than the real 
estate’s value; 

(4) A lease of real estate is entered 
into, unless the lease is the economic 
equivalent of a purchase or sale of the 
leased real estate; 

(5) The transaction involves an exist-
ing extension of credit at the credit 
union, provided that: 

(i) There is no advancement of new 
monies, other than funds necessary to 
cover reasonable closing costs; and 

(ii) There has been no obvious and 
material change in market conditions 
or physical aspects of the property that 
threatens the adequacy of the credit 
union’s real estate collateral protec-
tion after the transaction; 

(6) The transaction involves the pur-
chase, sale, investment in, exchange of, 
or extension of credit secured by, a 
loan or interest in a loan, pooled loans, 
or interests in real property, including 
mortgage-backed securities, and each 
loan or interest in a loan, pooled loan, 
or real property interest met the re-
quirements of this regulation, if appli-
cable, at the time of origination; 

(7) The transaction is wholly or par-
tially insured or guaranteed by a 
United States government agency or 
United States government sponsored 
agency; 

(8) The transaction either: 
(i) Qualifies for sale to a United 

States government agency or United 
States government sponsored agency; 
or 

(ii) Involves a residential real estate 
transaction in which the appraisal con-
forms to the Federal National Mort-
gage Association or Federal Home 
Loan Mortgage Corporation appraisal 
standards applicable to that category 
of real estate; or 

(9) The regional director has granted 
a waiver from the appraisal require-
ment for a category of loans meeting 
the definition of a member business 
loan. 

(b) Transactions requiring a State-cer-
tified appraiser. (1) (All transactions of 
$1,000,000 or more) All federally related 
transactions having a transaction 
value of $1,000,000 or more shall require 
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an appraisal prepared by a state-cer-
tified appraiser. 

(2) (Nonresidential transactions) All 
federally related transactions having a 
transaction value of more than $250,000, 
other than those involving appraisals 
of 1- to 4-family residential properties, 
shall require an appraisal prepared by a 
state-certified appraiser. 

(3) (Complex residential transactions 
of $250,000 or more) All complex 1- to 4- 
family residential property appraisals 
rendered in connection with federally 
related transactions shall require a 
state-certified appraiser if the trans-
action value is $250,000 or more. A regu-
lated institution may presume that ap-
praisals of 1- to 4-family residential 
properties are not complex unless the 
institution has readily available infor-
mation that a given appraisal will be 
complex. The regulated institution 
shall be responsible for making the 
final determination of whether the ap-
praisal is complex. If, during the course 
of the appraisal, a licensed appraiser 
identifies factors that would result in 
the property, form of ownership, or 
market conditions being considered 
atypical, then either: 

(i) The regulated institution may ask 
the licensed appraiser to complete the 
appraisal and have a certified appraiser 
approve and cosign the appraisal; or 

(ii) The institution may engage a cer-
tified appraiser to complete the ap-
praisal. 

(c) Transactions requiring either a 
State-certified or -licensed appraiser. All 
appraisals for federally related trans-
actions not requiring the services of a 
state-certified appraiser shall be pre-
pared by either a state-certified ap-
praiser or a state-licensed appraiser. 

(d) Valuation requirement. Secured 
transactions exempted from appraisal 
requirements pursuant to paragraphs 
(a)(1) and (a)(5) of this section and not 
otherwise exempted from this regula-
tion or fully insured shall be supported 
by a written estimate of market value, 
as defined in this regulation, performed 
by an individual having no direct or in-
direct interest in the property, and 
qualified and experienced to perform 
such estimates of value for the type 
and amount of credit being considered. 

(e) Appraisals to address safety and 
soundness concerns. NCUA reserves the 

right to require an appraisal under this 
subpart whenever the agency believes 
it is necessary to address safety and 
soundness concerns. 

[55 FR 30207, July 25, 1990, as amended at 60 
FR 51894, Oct. 4, 1995; 63 FR 51799, Sept. 29, 
1998; 67 FR 67102, Nov. 4, 2002; 72 FR 30247, 
May 31, 2007] 

§ 722.4 Minimum appraisal standards. 
For federally related transactions, 

all appraisals shall, at a minimum: 
(a) Conform to generally accepted ap-

praisal standards as evidenced by the 
Uniform Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practice (USPAP) promulgated 
by the Appraisal Standards Board of 
the Appraisal Foundation, 1029 
Vermont Ave., NW., Washington, DC 
20005; 

(b) Be written and contain sufficient 
information and analysis to support 
the institution’s decision to engage in 
the transaction; 

(c) Analyze and report appropriate 
deductions and discounts for proposed 
construction or renovation, partially 
leased buildings, non-market lease 
terms, and tract developments with 
unsold units; 

(d) Be based upon the definition of 
market value as set forth in § 722.2(f); 
and 

(e) Be performed by State licensed or 
certified appraisers in accordance with 
requirements set forth in this subpart. 

[60 FR 51894, Oct. 4, 1995] 

§ 722.5 Appraiser independence. 
(a) Staff appraiser. If an appraisal is 

prepared by a staff appraiser, that ap-
praiser must be independent of the 
lending, investment, and collection 
functions and not involved, except as 
an appraiser, in the federally related 
transaction, and have no direct or indi-
rect interest, financial or otherwise, in 
the property. If the only qualified per-
sons available to perform an appraisal 
are involved in the lending, invest-
ment, or collection functions of the 
credit union, the credit union shall 
take appropriate steps to ensure that 
the appraisers exercise independent 
judgment. Such steps include, but are 
not limited to, prohibiting an indi-
vidual from performing an appraisal in 
connection with federally related 
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