
345 

Small Business Administration § 121.101 

SIZE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 
SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH 
(SBIR) PROGRAM 

121.701 What SBIR programs are subject to 
size determinations? 

121.702 What size standards are applicable 
to the SBIR program? 

121.703 Are formal size determinations bind-
ing on parties? 

121.704 When does SBA determine the size 
status of a business concern? 

121.705 Must a business concern self-certify 
its size status? 

SIZE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR PAYING 
REDUCED PATENT FEES 

121.801 May patent fees be reduced if a con-
cern is small? 

121.802 What size standards are applicable 
to reduced patent fees programs? 

121.803 Are formal size determinations bind-
ing on parties? 

121.804 When does SBA determine the size 
status of a business concern? 

121.805 May a business concern self-certify 
its size status? 

SIZE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPLI-
ANCE WITH PROGRAMS OF OTHER AGENCIES 

121.901 Can other Government agencies ob-
tain SBA size determinations? 

121.902 What size standards are applicable 
to programs of other agencies? 

121.903 How may an agency use size stand-
ards for its programs that are different 
than those established by SBA? 

121.904 When does SBA determine the size 
status of a business concern? 

PROCEDURES FOR SIZE PROTESTS AND 
REQUESTS FOR FORMAL SIZE DETERMINATIONS 

121.1001 Who may initiate a size protest or a 
request for formal size determination? 

121.1002 Who makes a formal size deter-
mination? 

121.1003 Where should a size protest be filed? 
121.1004 What time limits apply to size pro-

tests? 
121.1005 How must a protest be filed with 

the contracting officer? 
121.1006 When will a size protest be referred 

to an SBA Government Contracting Area 
Office? 

121.1007 Must a protest of size status relate 
to a particular procurement and be spe-
cific? 

121.1008 What occurs after SBA receives a 
size protest or request for a formal size 
determination? 

121.1009 What are the procedures for making 
the size determination? 

121.1010 How does a concern become recer-
tified as a small business? 

APPEALS OF SIZE DETERMINATIONS AND 
NAICS CODE DESIGNATIONS 

121.1101 Are formal size determinations sub-
ject to appeal? 

121.1102 Are NAICS code designations sub-
ject to appeal? 

121.1103 What are the procedures for appeal-
ing an NAICS code designation? 

Subpart B—Other Applicable Provisions 

WAIVERS OF THE NONMANUFACTURER RULE 
FOR CLASSES OF PRODUCTS AND INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRACTS 

121.1201 What is the Nonmanufacturer Rule? 
121.1202 When will a waiver of the Non-

manufacturer Rule be granted for a class 
of products? 

121.1203 When will a waiver of the Non-
manufacturer Rule be granted for an in-
dividual contract? 

121.1204 What are the procedures for re-
questing and granting waivers? 

121.1205 How is a list of previously granted 
class waivers obtained? 

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 632, 634(b)(6), 636(b), 
637(a), 644, 662(5) and 694a; Pub. L. 105–135, 
sec. 401 et seq., 111 Stat. 2592. 

SOURCE: 61 FR 3286, Jan. 31, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 121 appear at 72 FR 50039 and 50040, Aug. 
30, 2007. 

Subpart A—Size Eligibility 
Provisions and Standards 

PROVISIONS OF GENERAL APPLICABILITY 

§ 121.101 What are SBA size standards? 
(a) SBA’s size standards define 

whether a business entity is small and, 
thus, eligible for Government programs 
and preferences reserved for ‘‘small 
business’’ concerns. Size standards have 
been established for types of economic 
activity, or industry, generally under 
the North American Industry Classi-
fication System (NAICS). 

(b) NAICS is described in the North 
American Industry Classification Man-
ual–United States, which is available 
from the National Technical Informa-
tion Service, 5285 Port Royal Road, 
Springfield, VA 22161; by calling 1(800) 
553–6847 or 1(703) 605–6000; or via the 
Internet at http://www.ntis.gov/products/ 
naics.aspx. The manual includes defini-
tions for each industry, tables showing 
relationships between 1997 NAICS and 
1987 SICs, and a comprehensive index. 
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NAICS assigns codes to all economic 
activity within twenty broad sectors. 
Section 121.201 provides a full table of 
small business size standards matched 
to the U.S. NAICS industry codes. A 
full table matching a size standard 
with each NAICS Industry or U.S. In-
dustry code is also published annually 
by SBA in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[65 FR 30840, May 15, 2000, as amended at 67 
FR 52602, Aug. 13, 2002; 74 FR 46313, Sept. 9, 
2009] 

§ 121.102 How does SBA establish size 
standards? 

(a) SBA considers economic charac-
teristics comprising the structure of an 
industry, including degree of competi-
tion, average firm size, start-up costs 
and entry barriers, and distribution of 
firms by size. It also considers techno-
logical changes, competition from 
other industries, growth trends, histor-
ical activity within an industry, 
unique factors occurring in the indus-
try which may distinguish small firms 
from other firms, and the objectives of 
its programs and the impact on those 
programs of different size standard lev-
els. 

(b) As part of its review of a size 
standard, SBA will investigate if any 
concern at or below a particular stand-
ard would be dominant in the industry. 
SBA will take into consideration mar-
ket share of a concern and other appro-
priate factors which may allow a con-
cern to exercise a major controlling in-
fluence on a national basis in which a 
number of business concerns are en-
gaged. Size standards seek to ensure 
that a concern that meets a specific 
size standard is not dominant in its 
field of operation. 

(c) As part of its review of size stand-
ards, SBA’s Office of Size Standards 
will examine the impact of inflation on 
monetary-based size standards (e.g., re-
ceipts, net income, assets) at least once 
every five years and submit a report to 
the Administrator or designee. If SBA 
finds that inflation has significantly 
eroded the value of the monetary-based 
size standards, it will issue a proposed 
rule to increase size standards. 

(d) Please address any requests to 
change existing size standards or estab-
lish new ones for emerging industries 
to the Division Chief, Office of Size 

Standards, Small Business Administra-
tion, 409 3rd Street, SW., Washington, 
DC 20416. 

[61 FR 3286, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 67 
FR 3045, Jan. 23, 2002] 

§ 121.103 How does SBA determine af-
filiation? 

(a) General Principles of Affiliation. (1) 
Concerns and entities are affiliates of 
each other when one controls or has 
the power to control the other, or a 
third party or parties controls or has 
the power to control both. It does not 
matter whether control is exercised, so 
long as the power to control exists. 

(2) SBA considers factors such as 
ownership, management, previous rela-
tionships with or ties to another con-
cern, and contractual relationships, in 
determining whether affiliation exists. 

(3) Control may be affirmative or 
negative. Negative control includes, 
but is not limited to, instances where a 
minority shareholder has the ability, 
under the concern’s charter, by-laws, 
or shareholder’s agreement, to prevent 
a quorum or otherwise block action by 
the board of directors or shareholders. 

(4) Affiliation may be found where an 
individual, concern, or entity exercises 
control indirectly through a third 
party. 

(5) In determining whether affiliation 
exists, SBA will consider the totality 
of the circumstances, and may find af-
filiation even though no single factor is 
sufficient to constitute affiliation. 

(6) In determining the concern’s size, 
SBA counts the receipts, employees, or 
other measure of size of the concern 
whose size is at issue and all of its do-
mestic and foreign affiliates, regardless 
of whether the affiliates are organized 
for profit. 

(b) Exceptions to affiliation coverage. 
(1) Business concerns owned in whole 
or substantial part by investment com-
panies licensed, or development compa-
nies qualifying, under the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958, as amend-
ed, are not considered affiliates of such 
investment companies or development 
companies. 

(2)(i) Business concerns owned and 
controlled by Indian Tribes, Alaska Na-
tive Corporations (ANCs) organized 
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), 
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Native Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs), 
Community Development Corporations 
(CDCs) authorized by 42 U.S.C. 9805, or 
wholly-owned entities of Indian Tribes, 
ANCs, NHOs, or CDCs are not consid-
ered affiliates of such entities. 

(ii) Business concerns owned and con-
trolled by Indian Tribes, ANCs, NHOs, 
CDCs, or wholly-owned entities of In-
dian Tribes, ANCs, NHOs, or CDCs are 
not considered to be affiliated with 
other concerns owned by these entities 
because of their common ownership or 
common management. In addition, af-
filiation will not be found based upon 
the performance of common adminis-
trative services, such as bookkeeping 
and payroll, so long as adequate pay-
ment is provided for those services. Af-
filiation may be found for other rea-
sons. 

(3) Business concerns which are part 
of an SBA approved pool of concerns 
for a joint program of research and de-
velopment as authorized by the Small 
Business Act are not affiliates of one 
another because of the pool. 

(4) Business concerns which lease em-
ployees from concerns primarily en-
gaged in leasing employees to other 
businesses or which enter into a co-em-
ployer arrangement with a Profes-
sional Employer Organization (PEO) 
are not affiliated with the leasing com-
pany or PEO solely on the basis of a 
leasing agreement. 

(5) For financial, management or 
technical assistance under the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958, as 
amended, (an applicant is not affiliated 
with the investors listed in paragraphs 
(b)(5) (i) through (vi) of this section. 

(i) Venture capital operating compa-
nies, as defined in the U.S. Department 
of Labor regulations found at 29 CFR 
2510.3–101(d); 

(ii) Employee benefit or pension 
plans established and maintained by 
the Federal government or any state, 
or their political subdivisions, or any 
agency or instrumentality thereof, for 
the benefit of employees; 

(iii) Employee benefit or pension 
plans within the meaning of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974, as amended (29 U.S.C. 1001, 
et seq.); 

(iv) Charitable trusts, foundations, 
endowments, or similar organizations 

exempt from Federal income taxation 
under section 501(c) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (26 
U.S.C. 501(c)); 

(v) Investment companies registered 
under the Investment Company Act of 
1940, as amended (1940 Act) (15 U.S.C. 
80a-1, et seq.); and 

(vi) Investment companies, as defined 
under the 1940 Act, which are not reg-
istered under the 1940 Act because they 
are beneficially owned by less than 100 
persons, if the company’s sales lit-
erature or organizational documents 
indicate that its principal purpose is 
investment in securities rather than 
the operation of commercial enter-
prises. 

(6) A protege firm is not an affiliate 
of a mentor firm solely because the 
protege firm receives assistance from 
the mentor firm under Federal Mentor- 
Protege programs. Affiliation may be 
found for other reasons. 

(7) The member shareholders of a 
small agricultural cooperative, as de-
fined in the Agricultural Marketing 
Act (12 U.S.C. 1141j), are not considered 
affiliated with the cooperative by vir-
tue of their membership in the cooper-
ative. 

(c) Affiliation based on stock owner-
ship. (1) A person (including any indi-
vidual, concern or other entity) that 
owns, or has the power to control, 50 
percent or more of a concern’s voting 
stock, or a block of voting stock which 
is large compared to other outstanding 
blocks of voting stock, controls or has 
the power to control the concern. 

(2) If two or more persons (including 
any individual, concern or other enti-
ty) each owns, controls, or has the 
power to control less than 50 percent of 
a concern’s voting stock, and such mi-
nority holdings are equal or approxi-
mately equal in size, and the aggregate 
of these minority holdings is large as 
compared with any other stock hold-
ing, SBA presumes that each such per-
son controls or has the power to con-
trol the concern whose size is at issue. 
This presumption may be rebutted by a 
showing that such control or power to 
control does not in fact exist. 

(3) If a concern’s voting stock is 
widely held and no single block of 
stock is large as compared with all 
other stock holdings, the concern’s 
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Board of Directors and CEO or Presi-
dent will be deemed to have the power 
to control the concern in the absence 
of evidence to the contrary. 

(d) Affiliation arising under stock op-
tions, convertible securities, and agree-
ments to merge. (1) In determining size, 
SBA considers stock options, convert-
ible securities, and agreements to 
merge (including agreements in prin-
ciple) to have a present effect on the 
power to control a concern. SBA treats 
such options, convertible securities, 
and agreements as though the rights 
granted have been exercised. 

(2) Agreements to open or continue 
negotiations towards the possibility of 
a merger or a sale of stock at some 
later date are not considered ‘‘agree-
ments in principle’’ and are thus not 
given present effect. 

(3) Options, convertible securities, 
and agreements that are subject to 
conditions precedent which are incapa-
ble of fulfillment, speculative, conjec-
tural, or unenforceable under state or 
Federal law, or where the probability 
of the transaction (or exercise of the 
rights) occurring is shown to be ex-
tremely remote, are not given present 
effect. 

(4) An individual, concern or other 
entity that controls one or more other 
concerns cannot use options, convert-
ible securities, or agreements to appear 
to terminate such control before actu-
ally doing so. SBA will not give present 
effect to individuals’, concerns’ or 
other entities’ ability to divest all or 
part of their ownership interest in 
order to avoid a finding of affiliation. 

(e) Affiliation based on common man-
agement. Affiliation arises where one or 
more officers, directors, managing 
members, or partners who control the 
board of directors and/or management 
of one concern also control the board of 
directors or management of one or 
more other concerns. 

(f) Affiliation based on identity of inter-
est. Affiliation may arise among two or 
more persons with an identity of inter-
est. Individuals or firms that have 
identical or substantially identical 
business or economic interests (such as 
family members, individuals or firms 
with common investments, or firms 
that are economically dependent 
through contractual or other relation-

ships) may be treated as one party with 
such interests aggregated. Where SBA 
determines that such interests should 
be aggregated, an individual or firm 
may rebut that determination with 
evidence showing that the interests 
deemed to be one are in fact separate. 

(g) Affiliation based on the newly orga-
nized concern rule. Affiliation may arise 
where former officers, directors, prin-
cipal stockholders, managing members, 
or key employees of one concern orga-
nize a new concern in the same or re-
lated industry or field of operation, and 
serve as the new concern’s officers, di-
rectors, principal stockholders, man-
aging members, or key employees, and 
the one concern is furnishing or will 
furnish the new concern with con-
tracts, financial or technical assist-
ance, indemnification on bid or per-
formance bonds, and/or other facilities, 
whether for a fee or otherwise. A con-
cern may rebut such an affiliation de-
termination by demonstrating a clear 
line of fracture between the two con-
cerns. A ‘‘key employee’’ is an employee 
who, because of his/her position in the 
concern, has a critical influence in or 
substantive control over the operations 
or management of the concern. 

(h) Affiliation based on joint ventures. 
A joint venture is an association of in-
dividuals and/or concerns with inter-
ests in any degree or proportion by way 
of contract, express or implied, con-
sorting to engage in and carry out no 
more than three specific or limited- 
purpose business ventures for joint 
profit over a two year period, for which 
purpose they combine their efforts, 
property, money, skill, or knowledge, 
but not on a continuing or permanent 
basis for conducting business gen-
erally. This means that the joint ven-
ture entity cannot submit more than 
three offers over a two year period, 
starting from the date of the submis-
sion of the first offer. A joint venture 
may or may not be in the form of a sep-
arate legal entity. The joint venture is 
viewed as a business entity in deter-
mining power to control its manage-
ment. SBA may also determine that 
the relationship between a prime con-
tractor and its subcontractor is a joint 
venture, and that affiliation between 
the two exists, pursuant to paragraph 
(h)(4) of this section. 
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(1) Parties to a joint venture are af-
filiates if any one of them seeks SBA 
financial assistance for use in connec-
tion with the joint venture. 

(2) Except as provided in paragraph 
(h)(3) of this section, concerns submit-
ting offers on a particular procurement 
or property sale as joint venturers are 
affiliated with each other with regard 
to the performance of that contract. 

(3) Exception to affiliation for certain 
joint ventures. (i) A joint venture of two 
or more business concerns may submit 
an offer as a small business for a Fed-
eral procurement without regard to af-
filiation under paragraph (h) of this 
section so long as each concern is small 
under the size standard corresponding 
to the NAICS code assigned to the con-
tract, provided: 

(A) The procurement qualifies as a 
‘‘bundled’’ requirement, at any dollar 
value, within the meaning of 
§ 125.2(d)(1)(i) of this chapter; or 

(B) The procurement is other than a 
‘‘bundled’’ requirement within the 
meaning of § 125.2(d)(1)(i) of this chap-
ter, and: 

(1) For a procurement having a re-
ceipts based size standard, the dollar 
value of the procurement, including op-
tions, exceeds half the size standard 
corresponding to the NAICS code as-
signed to the contract; or 

(2) For a procurement having an em-
ployee-based size standard, the dollar 
value of the procurement, including op-
tions, exceeds $10 million. 

(ii) A joint venture of at least one 
8(a) Participant and one or more other 
business concerns may submit an offer 
for a competitive 8(a) procurement 
without regard to affiliation under 
paragraph (h) of this section so long as 
the requirements of § 124.513(b)(1) of 
this chapter are met. 

(iii) Two firms approved by SBA to be 
a mentor and protégé under 13 CFR 
124.520 may joint venture as a small 
business for any Federal Government 
procurement, provided the protégé 
qualifies as small for the size standard 
corresponding to the NAICS code as-
signed to the procurement and, for pur-
poses of 8(a) sole source requirements, 
has not reached the dollar limit set 
forth in 13 CFR 124.519. 

(4) A contractor and its ostensible 
subcontractor are treated as joint ven-

turers, and therefore affiliates, for size 
determination purposes. An ostensible 
subcontractor is a subcontractor that 
performs primary and vital require-
ments of a contract, or of an order 
under a multiple award schedule con-
tract, or a subcontractor upon which 
the prime contractor is unusually reli-
ant. All aspects of the relationship be-
tween the prime and subcontractor are 
considered, including, but not limited 
to, the terms of the proposal (such as 
contract management, technical re-
sponsibilities, and the percentage of 
subcontracted work), agreements be-
tween the prime and subcontractor 
(such as bonding assistance or the 
teaming agreement), and whether the 
subcontractor is the incumbent con-
tractor and is ineligible to submit a 
proposal because it exceeds the appli-
cable size standard for that solicita-
tion. 

(5) For size purposes, a concern must 
include in its receipts its proportionate 
share of joint venture receipts, and in 
its total number of employees its pro-
portionate share of joint venture em-
ployees. 

(i) Affiliation based on franchise and li-
cense agreements. The restraints im-
posed on a franchisee or licensee by its 
franchise or license agreement relating 
to standardized quality, advertising, 
accounting format and other similar 
provisions, generally will not be con-
sidered in determining whether the 
franchisor or licensor is affiliated with 
the franchisee or licensee provided the 
franchisee or licensee has the right to 
profit from its efforts and bears the 
risk of loss commensurate with owner-
ship. Affiliation may arise, however, 
through other means, such as common 
ownership, common management or ex-
cessive restrictions upon the sale of the 
franchise interest. 

[61 FR 3286, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 26381, May 14, 1997; 63 FR 35738, June 30, 
1998; 64 FR 57370, Oct. 25, 1999; 65 FR 30840, 
May 15, 2000; 65 FR 35812, June 6, 2000; 65 FR 
45833, July 26, 2000; 69 FR 29201, May 21, 2004; 
70 FR 51248, Aug. 30, 2005] 

§ 121.104 How does SBA calculate an-
nual receipts? 

(a) Receipts means ‘‘total income’’ (or 
in the case of a sole proprietorship, 
‘‘gross income’’) plus ‘‘cost of goods sold’’ 
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as these terms are defined and reported 
on Internal Revenue Service (IRS) tax 
return forms (such as Form 1120 for 
corporations; Form 1120S and Schedule 
K for S corporations; Form 1120, Form 
1065 or Form 1040 for LLCs; Form 1065 
and Schedule K for partnerships; Form 
1040, Schedule F for farms; Form 1040, 
Schedule C for other sole proprietor-
ships). Receipts do not include net cap-
ital gains or losses; taxes collected for 
and remitted to a taxing authority if 
included in gross or total income, such 
as sales or other taxes collected from 
customers and excluding taxes levied 
on the concern or its employees; pro-
ceeds from transactions between a con-
cern and its domestic or foreign affili-
ates; and amounts collected for an-
other by a travel agent, real estate 
agent, advertising agent, conference 
management service provider, freight 
forwarder or customs broker. For size 
determination purposes, the only ex-
clusions from receipts are those spe-
cifically provided for in this paragraph. 
All other items, such as subcontractor 
costs, reimbursements for purchases a 
contractor makes at a customer’s re-
quest, and employee-based costs such 
as payroll taxes, may not be excluded 
from receipts. 

(1) The Federal income tax return 
and any amendments filed with the 
IRS on or before the date of self-certifi-
cation must be used to determine the 
size status of a concern. SBA will not 
use tax returns or amendments filed 
with the IRS after the initiation of a 
size determination. 

(2) When a concern has not filed a 
Federal income tax return with the 
IRS for a fiscal year which must be in-
cluded in the period of measurement, 
SBA will calculate the concern’s an-
nual receipts for that year using any 
other available information, such as 
the concern’s regular books of account, 
audited financial statements, or infor-
mation contained in an affidavit by a 
person with personal knowledge of the 
facts. 

(b) Completed fiscal year means a tax-
able year including any short year. 
‘‘Taxable year’’ and ‘‘short year’’ have 
the meanings attributed to them by 
the IRS. 

(c) Period of measurement. (1) Annual 
receipts of a concern that has been in 

business for three or more completed 
fiscal years means the total receipts of 
the concern over its most recently 
completed three fiscal years divided by 
three. 

(2) Annual receipts of a concern 
which has been in business for less 
than three complete fiscal years means 
the total receipts for the period the 
concern has been in business divided by 
the number of weeks in business, mul-
tiplied by 52. 

(3) Where a concern has been in busi-
ness three or more complete fiscal 
years but has a short year as one of the 
years within its period of measure-
ment, annual receipts means the total 
receipts for the short year and the two 
full fiscal years divided by the total 
number of weeks in the short year and 
the two full fiscal years, multiplied by 
52. 

(d) Annual receipts of affiliates. (1) The 
average annual receipts size of a busi-
ness concern with affiliates is cal-
culated by adding the average annual 
receipts of the business concern with 
the average annual receipts of each af-
filiate. 

(2) If a concern has acquired an affil-
iate or been acquired as an affiliate 
during the applicable period of meas-
urement or before the date on which it 
self-certified as small, the annual re-
ceipts used in determining size status 
includes the receipts of the acquired or 
acquiring concern. Furthermore, this 
aggregation applies for the entire pe-
riod of measurement, not just the pe-
riod after the affiliation arose. 

(3) If the business concern or an affil-
iate has been in business for a period of 
less than three years, the receipts for 
the fiscal year with less than a 12 
month period are annualized in accord-
ance with paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion. Receipts are determined for the 
concern and its affiliates in accordance 
with paragraph (c) of this section even 
though this may result in using a dif-
ferent period of measurement to cal-
culate an affiliate’s annual receipts. 

(4) The annual receipts of a former 
affiliate are not included if affiliation 
ceased before the date used for deter-
mining size. This exclusion of annual 
receipts of a former affiliate applies 
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during the entire period of measure-
ment, rather than only for the period 
after which affiliation ceased. 

(e) Unless otherwise defined in this 
section, all terms shall have the mean-
ing attributed to them by the IRS. 

[61 FR 3286, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 65 
FR 48604, Aug. 9, 2000; 69 FR 29203, May 21, 
2004] 

§ 121.105 How does SBA define ‘‘busi-
ness concern or concern’’? 

(a)(1) Except for small agricultural 
cooperatives, a business concern eligi-
ble for assistance from SBA as a small 
business is a business entity organized 
for profit, with a place of business lo-
cated in the United States, and which 
operates primarily within the United 
States or which makes a significant 
contribution to the U.S. economy 
through payment of taxes or use of 
American products, materials or labor. 

(2) A small agricultural cooperative 
is an association (corporate or other-
wise) acting pursuant to the provisions 
of the Agricultural Marketing Act (12 
U.S.C.A. 1141j) whose size does not ex-
ceed the size standard established by 
SBA for other similar agricultural 
small business concerns. A small agri-
cultural cooperative’s member share-
holders are not considered to be affili-
ates of the cooperative by virtue of 
their membership in the cooperative. 
However, a business concern or cooper-
ative that does not qualify as small 
under this part may not be a member 
of a small agricultural cooperative. 

(b) A business concern may be in the 
legal form of an individual proprietor-
ship, partnership, limited liability 
company, corporation, joint venture, 
association, trust or cooperative, ex-
cept that where the form is a joint ven-
ture there can be no more than 49 per-
cent participation by foreign business 
entities in the joint venture. 

(c) A firm will not be treated as a 
separate business concern if a substan-
tial portion of its assets and/or liabil-
ities are the same as those of a prede-
cessor entity. In such a case, the an-
nual receipts and employees of the 
predecessor will be taken into account 
in determining size. 

[61 FR 3286, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 70 
FR 51248, Aug. 30, 2005] 

§ 121.106 How does SBA calculate 
number of employees? 

(a) In determining a concern’s num-
ber of employees, SBA counts all indi-
viduals employed on a full-time, part- 
time, or other basis. This includes em-
ployees obtained from a temporary em-
ployee agency, professional employee 
organization or leasing concern. SBA 
will consider the totality of the cir-
cumstances, including criteria used by 
the IRS for Federal income tax pur-
poses, in determining whether individ-
uals are employees of a concern. Volun-
teers (i.e., individuals who receive no 
compensation, including no in-kind 
compensation, for work performed) are 
not considered employees. 

(b) Where the size standard is number 
of employees, the method for deter-
mining a concern’s size includes the 
following principles: 

(1) The average number of employees 
of the concern is used (including the 
employees of its domestic and foreign 
affiliates) based upon numbers of em-
ployees for each of the pay periods for 
the preceding completed 12 calendar 
months. 

(2) Part-time and temporary employ-
ees are counted the same as full-time 
employees. 

(3) If a concern has not been in busi-
ness for 12 months, the average number 
of employees is used for each of the pay 
periods during which it has been in 
business. 

(4)(i) The average number of employ-
ees of a business concern with affiliates 
is calculated by adding the average 
number of employees of the business 
concern with the average number of 
employees of each affiliate. If a con-
cern has acquired an affiliate or been 
acquired as an affiliate during the ap-
plicable period of measurement or be-
fore the date on which it self-certified 
as small, the employees counted in de-
termining size status include the em-
ployees of the acquired or acquiring 
concern. Furthermore, this aggrega-
tion applies for the entire period of 
measurement, not just the period after 
the affiliation arose. 

(ii) The employees of a former affil-
iate are not counted if affiliation 
ceased before the date used for deter-
mining size. This exclusion of employ-
ees of a former affiliate applies during 
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the entire period of measurement, 
rather than only for the period after 
which affiliation ceased. 

[61 FR 3286, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 69 
FR 29203, May 21, 2004] 

§ 121.107 How does SBA determine a 
concern’s ‘‘primary industry’’? 

In determining the primary industry 
in which a concern or a concern com-
bined with its affiliates is engaged, 
SBA considers the distribution of re-
ceipts, employees and costs of doing 
business among the different industries 
in which business operations occurred 
for the most recently completed fiscal 
year. SBA may also consider other fac-
tors, such as the distribution of pat-
ents, contract awards, and assets. 

§ 121.108 What are the penalties for 
misrepresentation of size status? 

In addition to other laws which may 
be applicable, section 16(d) of the Small 
Business Act, 15 U.S.C. 645(d), provides 
severe criminal penalties for know-

ingly misrepresenting the small busi-
ness size status of a concern in connec-
tion with procurement programs. Sec-
tion 16(a) of the Act also provides, in 
part, for criminal penalties for know-
ingly making false statements or mis-
representations to SBA for the purpose 
of influencing in any way the actions 
of the Agency. 

SIZE STANDARDS USED TO DEFINE 
SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS 

§ 121.201 What size standards has SBA 
identified by North American In-
dustry Classification System codes? 

The size standards described in this 
section apply to all SBA programs un-
less otherwise specified in this part. 
The size standards themselves are ex-
pressed either in number of employees 
or annual receipts in millions of dol-
lars, unless otherwise specified. The 
number of employees or annual re-
ceipts indicates the maximum allowed 
for a concern and its affiliates to be 
considered small. 

SMALL BUSINESS SIZE STANDARDS BY NAICS INDUSTRY 

NAICS codes NAICS U.S. industry title 
Size standards 
in millions of 

dollars 

Size standards 
in number of 
employees 

Sector 11—Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting 

Subsector 111—Crop Production 

111110 ....................... Soybean Farming ................................................................................. $0.75 ........................
111120 ....................... Oilseed (except Soybean) Farming ...................................................... $0.75 ........................
111130 ....................... Dry Pea and Bean Farming .................................................................. $0.75 ........................
111140 ....................... Wheat Farming ..................................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111150 ....................... Corn Farming ........................................................................................ $0.75 ........................
111160 ....................... Rice Farming ........................................................................................ $0.75 ........................
111191 ....................... Oilseed and Grain Combination Farming ............................................. $0.75 ........................
111199 ....................... All Other Grain Farming ....................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111211 ....................... Potato Farming ..................................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111219 ....................... Other Vegetable (except Potato) and Melon Farming ......................... $0.75 ........................
111310 ....................... Orange Groves ..................................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111320 ....................... Citrus (except Orange) Groves ............................................................. $0.75 ........................
111331 ....................... Apple Orchards ..................................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111332 ....................... Grape Vineyards ................................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111333 ....................... Strawberry Farming .............................................................................. $0.75 ........................
111334 ....................... Berry (except Strawberry) Farming ...................................................... $0.75 ........................
111335 ....................... Tree Nut Farming ................................................................................. $0.75 ........................
111336 ....................... Fruit and Tree Nut Combination Farming ............................................. $0.75 ........................
111339 ....................... Other Noncitrus Fruit Farming .............................................................. $0.75 ........................
111411 ....................... Mushroom Production ........................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111419 ....................... Other Food Crops Grown Under Cover ............................................... $0.75 ........................
111421 ....................... Nursery and Tree Production ............................................................... $0.75 ........................
111422 ....................... Floriculture Production .......................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111910 ....................... Tobacco Farming .................................................................................. $0.75 ........................
111920 ....................... Cotton Farming ..................................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111930 ....................... Sugarcane Farming .............................................................................. $0.75 ........................
111940 ....................... Hay Farming ......................................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111991 ....................... Sugar Beet Farming ............................................................................. $0.75 ........................
111992 ....................... Peanut Farming .................................................................................... $0.75 ........................
111998 ....................... All Other Miscellaneous Crop Farming ................................................. $0.75 ........................

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:16 Mar 01, 2011 Jkt 223042 PO 00000 Frm 00362 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223042.XXX 223042er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R


		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-08-21T13:58:19-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




