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§120.347

(2) The applicant business is ad-
versely affected by import competi-
tion; and

(3) Upgrading facilities or equipment
will improve the applicant’s competi-
tive position.

(b) The applicant must have a busi-
ness plan reasonably supporting its
projected export sales.

§120.347 Use of proceeds.

The Borrower may use loan proceeds
to acquire, construct, renovate, mod-
ernize, improve, or expand facilities
and equipment to be used in the United
States to produce goods or services in-
volved in international trade, and to
develop and penetrate foreign markets.

§120.348 Amount of guarantee.

SBA can guarantee up to $1,250,000
for a combination of fixed-asset financ-
ing and working capital, supplies and
EWCP assistance. The fixed-asset por-
tion of the loan cannot exceed $1,000,000
and the non-fixed-asset portion cannot
exceed $750,000.

QUALIFIED EMPLOYEE TRUSTS (ESOP)

§120.350 Policy.

Section 7(a)(15) of the Act authorizes
SBA to guarantee a loan to a qualified
employee trust (“ESOP”) to:

(a) Help finance the growth of its em-
ployer’s small business; or

(b) Purchase ownership or voting
control of the employer.

§120.351 Definitions.

All terms specific to ESOPs have the
same definition for purposes of this
section as in the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) Code (title 26 of the
United States Code) or regulations (26
CFR chapter I).

§120.352 Use of proceeds.

Loan proceeds may be used for two
purposes.

(a) Qualified employer securities. A
qualified employee trust may relend
loan proceeds to the employer by pur-
chasing qualified employer securities.
The small business concern may use
these funds for any general 7(a) pur-
pose.

(b) Control of employer. A qualified
employee trust may use loan proceeds
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to purchase a controlling interest (51
percent) in the employer. Ownership
and control must vest in the trust by
the time the loan is repaid.

§120.353 Eligibility.

SBA may assist a qualified employee
trust (or equivalent trust) that meets
the requirements and conditions for an
ESOP prescribed in all applicable IRS,
Treasury and Department of Labor
(DOL) regulations. In addition, the fol-
lowing conditions apply:

(a) The small business must provide
the funds needed by the trust to repay
the loan; and

(b) The small business must provide
adequate collateral.

§120.354 Creditworthiness.

In determining repayment ability,
SBA shall not consider the personal as-
sets of the employee-owners of the
trust. SBA shall consider the earnings
history and projected future earnings
of the employer small business. SBA
may consider the business and manage-
ment experience of the employee-own-
ers.

VETERANS LOAN PROGRAM

§120.360 Which veterans are eligible?

SBA may guarantee or make direct
loans to a small business 51 percent
owned by one or more of the following
eligible veterans:

(a) Vietnam-era veterans who served
for a period of more than 180 days be-
tween August 5, 1964, and May 7, 1975,
and were discharged other than dishon-
orably;

(b) Disabled veterans of any era with
a minimum compensable disability of
30 percent; or

(c) A veteran of any era who was dis-
charged for disability.

§120.361 Other conditions of eligi-
bility.

(a) Management and daily operations
of the business must be directed by one
or more of the veteran owners whose
veteran status was used to qualify for
the loan.

(b) This direct loan program is avail-
able only if private sector financing
and guaranteed loans are not available.
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(c) A veteran may qualify only once
for this program on a direct loan basis.

POLLUTION CONTROL PROGRAM

§120.370 Policy.

Section 7(a)(12) of the Act authorizes
SBA to guarantee loans up to $1,000,000
to an eligible small business to plan,
design or install a pollution control fa-
cility. An applicant must meet the eli-
gibility requirements for 7(a) loans.

LOANS TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE 8(A)
PROGRAM

§120.375 Policy.

Section 7(a)(20) of the Act authorizes
SBA to provide direct (unilaterally or
together with Lenders) or guaranteed
loans to firms participating in the 8(a)
Program.

§120.376 Special requirements.

The following special conditions
apply (otherwise, 7(a) loan eligibility
criteria apply):

(a) The Associate Administrator for
Business Development may waive the
direct loan administrative ceiling of
$150,000, and raise it to $750,000.

(b) The SBA portion of a guaranteed
loan must not exceed $750,000.

(c) The interest rate on a guaranteed
loan shall be the same as on 7(a) guar-
anteed business loans. The interest
rate on a direct loan shall be one per-
cent less than on a regular direct loan.

(d) For a direct loan or SBA’s portion
of an immediate participation loan,
SBA shall subordinate its security in-
terest on all collateral to other debt of
the applicant.

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 74
FR 45753, Sept. 4, 2009]

§120.377 Use of proceeds.

The loan proceeds shall not be used
for debt refinancing. Only a manufac-
turing concern may use loan proceeds
for working capital.

DEFENSE ECONOMIC TRANSITION
ASSISTANCE

§120.380 Program.

Section 7(a)(21) of the Act authorizes
SBA to guarantee loans to help eligible
small businesses transition from de-

§120.383

fense to civilian markets, or eligible
individuals adversely impacted by base
closures or defense cutbacks to acquire
or open and operate a small business.

§120.381 Eligibility.

(a) Eligible small businesses. A small
business is eligible if it has been det-
rimentally impacted by the closure (or
substantial reduction) of a Department
of Defense installation, or the termi-
nation (or substantial reduction) of a
Department of Defense Program on
which the small business was a prime
contractor, subcontractor, or supplier
at any tier.

(b) Eligible individual. An eligible in-
dividual, for purposes of this program,
includes the following persons involun-
tarily separated from their position or
voluntarily terminated under a pro-
gram offering inducements to encour-
age early retirement:

(1) A member of the Armed Forces of
the United States (honorably dis-
charged);

(2) A civilian employee of the Depart-
ment of Defense; or

(3) An employee of a prime con-
tractor, sub-contractor, or supplier at
any tier of a Department of Defense
program.

(c) Defense loan and technical assist-
ance (DELTA). The DELTA program
provides financial and technical assist-
ance to defense dependent small busi-
nesses which have been adversely af-
fected by defense reductions. The goal
of the program is to assist these busi-
nesses to diversify into the commercial
market while remaining part of the de-
fense industrial base. Complete infor-
mation on eligibility and other rules is
available from each SBA district office.

§120.382

SBA shall resolve reasonable doubts
concerning the small business’ pro-
posed business plan for transition to
non-defense-related markets in favor of
the loan applicant in determining the
sound value of the proposed loan.

Repayment ability.

§120.3§3 Restrictions on loan proc-
essing.

Since greater risk may be associated
with a loan to an applicant under this
program, a Certified Lender or Pre-
ferred Lender shall not make a defense
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