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§125.321

United States, upon return to the home
base.

§125.321 Reporting potentially haz-
ardous meteorological conditions
and irregularities of ground and
navigation facilities.

Whenever the pilot in command en-
counters a meteorological condition or
an irregularity in a ground facility or
navigation aid in flight, the knowledge
of which the pilot in command con-
siders essential to the safety of other
flights, the pilot in command shall no-
tify an appropriate ground station as
soon as practicable.

[Doc. No. 19779, 45 FR 67235, Oct. 9, 1980, as
amended by Amdt. 125-52, 72 FR 31683, June
7, 2007]

§125.323 Reporting mechanical irreg-
ularities.

The pilot in command shall ensure
that all mechanical irregularities oc-
curring during flight are entered in the
maintenance log of the airplane at the
next place of landing. Before each
flight, the pilot in command shall as-
certain the status of each irregularity
entered in the log at the end of the pre-
ceding flight.

§125.325 Instrument approach proce-
dures and IFR landing minimums.

No person may make an instrument
approach at an airport except in ac-
cordance with IFR weather minimums
and unless the type of instrument ap-
proach procedure to be used is listed in
the certificate holder’s operations
specifications.

§125.327 Briefing of passengers before
flight.

(a) Before each takeoff, each pilot in
command of an airplane carrying pas-
sengers shall ensure that all passengers
have been orally briefed on—

(1) Smoking. Each passenger shall be
briefed on when, where, and under what
conditions smoking is prohibited. This
briefing shall include a statement that
the Federal Aviation Regulations re-
quire passenger compliance with the
lighted passenger information signs,
posted placards, areas designated for
safety purposes as no smoking areas,
and crewmember instructions with re-
gard to these items.
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(2) The use of safety belts, including in-
structions on how to fasten and unfasten
the safety belts. Each passenger shall be
briefed on when, where, and under what
conditions the safety belt must be fas-
tened about him or her. This briefing
shall include a statement that the Fed-
eral Aviation Regulations require pas-
senger compliance with lighted pas-
senger information signs and crew-
member instructions concerning the
use of safety belts.

(3) The placement of seat backs in an
upright position before takeoff and
landing;

(4) Location and means for opening
the passenger entry door and emer-
gency exits;

(5) Location of survival equipment;

(6) If the flight involves extended
overwater operation, ditching proce-
dures and the use of required flotation
equipment;

(7) If the flight involves operations
above 12,000 feet MSL, the normal and
emergency use of oxygen; and

(8) Location and operation of fire ex-
tinguishers.

(b) Before each takeoff, the pilot in
command shall ensure that each person
who may need the assistance of an-
other person to move expeditiously to
an exit if an emergency occurs and
that person’s attendant, if any, has re-
ceived a briefing as to the procedures
to be followed if an evacuation occurs.
This paragraph does not apply to a per-
son who has been given a briefing be-
fore a previous leg of a flight in the
same airplane.

(c) The oral briefing required by
paragraph (a) of this section shall be
given by the pilot in command or a
member of the crew. It shall be supple-
mented by printed cards for the use of
each passenger containing—

(1) A diagram and method of oper-
ating the emergency exits; and

(2) Other instructions necessary for
the use of emergency equipment on
board the airplane.

Each card used under this paragraph
must be carried in the airplane in loca-
tions convenient for the use of each
passenger and must contain informa-
tion that is appropriate to the airplane
on which it is to be used.

(d) The certificate holder shall de-
scribe in its manual the procedure to
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be followed in the briefing required by
paragraph (a) of this section.

(e) If the airplane does not proceed
directly over water after takeoff, no
part of the briefing required by para-
graph (a)(6) of this section has to be
given before takeoff but the briefing
required by paragraph (a)(6) must be
given before reaching the overwater
part of the flight.

[Doc. No. 19779, 45 FR 67235, Oct. 9, 1980, as
amended by Amdt. 125-17, 57 FR 42675, Sept.
15, 1992]

§125.328 Prohibition on crew inter-
ference.

No person may assault, threaten, in-
timidate, or interfere with a crew-
member in the performance of the
crewmember’s duties aboard an air-
craft being operated under this part.

[Doc. No. FAA-1998-4954, 64 FR 1080, Jan. 7,
1999]

§125.329 Minimum altitudes for use of
autopilot.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b), (¢), (d), and (e) of this section, no
person may use an autopilot at an alti-
tude above the terrain which is less
than 500 feet or less than twice the
maximum altitude loss specified in the
approved Airplane Flight Manual or
equivalent for a malfunction of the
autopilot, whichever is higher.

(b) When using an instrument ap-
proach facility other than ILS, no per-
son may use an autopilot at an altitude
above the terrain that is less than 50
feet below the approved minimum de-
scent altitude for that procedure, or
less than twice the maximum loss spec-
ified in the approved Airplane Flight
Manual or equivalent for a malfunction
of the autopilot under approach condi-
tions, whichever is higher.

(c) For ILS approaches when reported
weather conditions are less than the
basic weather conditions in §91.155 of
this chapter, no person may use an
autopilot with an approach coupler at
an altitude above the terrain that is
less than 50 feet above the terrain, or
the maximum altitude loss specified in
the approved Airplane Flight Manual
or equivalent for the malfunction of
the autopilot with approach coupler,
whichever is higher.

§125.331

(d) Without regard to paragraph (a),
(b), or (c) of this section, the Adminis-
trator may issue operations specifica-
tions to allow the use, to touchdown, of
an approved flight control guidance
system with automatic capability, if—

(1) The system does not contain any
altitude loss (above zero) specified in
the approved Airplane Flight Manual
or equivalent for malfunction of the
autopilot with approach coupler; and

(2) The Administrator finds that the
use of the system to touchdown will
not otherwise adversely affect the safe-
ty standards of this section.

(e) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of
this section, the Administrator issues
operations specifications to allow the
use of an approved autopilot system
with automatic capability during the
takeoff and initial climb phase of flight
provided:

(1) The Airplane Flight Manual speci-
fies a minimum altitude engagement
certification restriction;

(2) The system is not engaged prior
to the minimum engagement certifi-
cation restriction specified in the Air-
plane Flight Manual or an altitude
specified by the Administrator, which-
ever is higher; and

(3) The Administrator finds that the
use of the system will not otherwise af-
fect the safety standards required by
this section.

[Doc. No. 19779, 456 FR 67325, Oct. 9, 1980, as
amended by Amdt. 125-12, 54 FR 34332, Aug.
18, 1989; Amdt. 125-29, 62 FR 27922, May 21,
1997]

§125.331 Carriage of persons without
compliance with the passenger-car-
rying provisions of this part.

The following persons may be carried
aboard an airplane without complying
with the passenger-carrying require-
ments of this part:

(a) A crewmember.

(b) A person necessary for the safe
handling of animals on the airplane.

(c) A person necessary for the safe
handling of hazardous materials (as de-
fined in subchapter C of title 49 CFR).

(d) A person performing duty as a se-
curity or honor guard accompanying a
shipment made by or under the author-
ity of the U.S. Government.

(e) A military courier or a military
route supervisor carried by a military
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