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Office of the Secretary, DOT § 221.180 

Subpart R—Electronically Filed 
Tariffs 

§ 221.170 Applicability of the subpart. 
(a) Every air carrier and foreign air 

carrier shall file its international pas-
senger fares tariffs consistent with the 
provisions of this subpart, and part 221 
generally. Additionally, any air carrier 
and any foreign air carrier may file its 
international passenger rules tariffs 
electronically in machine-readable 
form as an alternative to the filing of 
printed paper tariffs as provided for 
elsewhere in part 221. This subpart ap-
plies to all carriers and tariff pub-
lishing agents and may be used by ei-
ther if the carrier or agent complies 
with the provisions of subpart R. Any 
carrier or agent that files electroni-
cally under this subpart must transmit 
to the Department the remainder of 
the tariff in a form consistent with 
part 221, Subparts A through Q, on the 
same day that the electronic tariff 
would be deemed received under 
§ 221.190(b). 

(b) To the extent that subpart R is 
inconsistent with the remainder of part 
221, subpart R shall govern the filing of 
electronic tariffs. In all other respects, 
part 221 remains in full force and ef-
fect. 

§ 221.180 Requirements for electronic 
filing of tariffs. 

(a) No carrier or filing agent shall 
file an electronic tariff unless, prior to 
filing, it has signed a maintenance 
agreement or agreements, furnished by 
the Department of Transportation, for 
the maintenance and security of the 
on-line tariff database. 

(b) No carrier or agent shall file an 
electronic tariff unless, prior to filing, 
it has submitted to the Department’s 
Office of International Aviation, Pric-
ing and Multilateral Affairs Division, 
and received approval of, an applica-
tion containing the following commit-
ments: 

(1) The filer shall file tariffs elec-
tronically only in such format as shall 
be agreed to by the filer and the De-
partment. (The filer shall include with 
its application a proposed format of 
tariff. The filer shall also submit to the 
Department all information necessary 
for the Department to determine that 

the proposed format will accommodate 
the data elements set forth in § 221.202.) 

(2) The filer shall provide, maintain 
and install in the Public Reference 
Room at the Department (as may be 
required from time to time) one or 
more CRT devices and printers con-
nected to its on-line tariff database. 
The filer shall be responsible for the 
transportation, installation, and main-
tenance of this equipment and shall 
agree to indemnify and hold harmless 
the Department and the U.S. Govern-
ment from any claims or liabilities re-
sulting from defects in the equipment, 
its installation or maintenance. 

(3) The filer shall provide public ac-
cess to its on-line tariff database, at 
Departmental headquarters, during 
normal business hours. 

(4) The access required at Depart-
mental headquarters by this subpart 
shall be provided at no cost to the pub-
lic or the Department. 

(5) The filer shall provide the Depart-
ment access to its on-line tariff data-
base 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, ex-
cept, that the filer may bring its com-
puter down between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. Eastern Standard Time or Eastern 
Daylight Saving Time, as the case may 
be, on Sundays, when necessary, for 
maintenance or for operational rea-
sons. 

(6) The filer shall ensure that the De-
partment shall have the sole ability to 
approve or disapprove electronically 
any tariff filed with the Department 
and the ability to note, record and re-
tain electronically the reasons for ap-
proval or disapproval. The carrier or 
agent shall not make any changes in 
data or delete data after it has been 
transmitted electronically, regardless 
of whether it is approved, disapproved, 
or withdrawn. The filer shall be re-
quired to make data fields available to 
the Department in any record which is 
part of the on-line tariff database. 

(7) The filer shall maintain all fares 
and rules filed with the Department 
and all Departmental approvals, dis-
approvals and other actions, as well as 
all Departmental notations concerning 
such approvals, disapprovals or other 
actions, in the on-line tariff database 
for a period of two (2) years after the 
fare or rule becomes inactive. After 
this period of time, the carrier or agent 
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shall provide the Department, free of 
charge, with a copy of the inactive 
data on a machine-readable tape or 
other mutually acceptable electronic 
medium. 

(8) The filer shall ensure that its on- 
line tariff database is secure against 
destruction or alteration (except as au-
thorized by the Department), and 
against tampering. 

(9) Should the filer terminate its 
business or cease filing tariffs, it shall 
provide to the Department on a ma-
chine-readable tape or any other mutu-
ally acceptable electronic medium, 
contemporaneously with the cessation 
of such business, a complete copy of its 
on-line tariff database. 

(10) The filer shall furnish to the De-
partment, on a daily basis, on a ma-
chine-readable tape or any other mutu-
ally acceptable electronic medium, all 
transactions made to its on-line tariff 
database. 

(11) The filer shall afford any author-
ized Departmental official full, free, 
and uninhibited access to its facilities, 
databases, documentation, records, and 
application programs, including sup-
port functions, environmental security, 
and accounting data, for the purpose of 
ensuring continued effectiveness of 
safeguards against threats and hazards 
to the security or integrity of its elec-
tronic tariffs, as defined in this sub-
part. 

(12) The filer must provide a field in 
the Government Filing File for the sig-
nature of the approving U.S. Govern-
ment Official through the use of a Per-
sonal Identification Number (PIN). 

(13) The filer shall provide a leased 
dedicated data conditioned circuit with 
sufficient capacity (not less than 28.8K 
baud rate) to handle electronic data 
transmissions to the Department. Fur-
ther, the filer must provide for a sec-
ondary or a redundancy circuit in the 
event of the failure of the dedicated 
circuit. The secondary or redundancy 
circuit must be equal to or greater 
than 14.4K baud rate. In the event of a 
failure of the primary circuit the filer 
must notify the Chief of the Pricing 
and Multilateral Affairs Division of the 
Department’s Office of International 
Aviation, as soon as possible, after the 
failure of the primary circuit, but not 
later than two hours after failure, and 

must provide the name of the contact 
person at the telephone company who 
has the responsibility for dealing with 
the problem. 

(c) Each time a filer’s on-line tariff 
database is accessed by any user during 
the sign-on function the following 
statement shall appear: 

The information contained in this system 
is for informational purposes only, and is a 
representation of tariff data that has been 
formally submitted to the Department of 
Transportation in accordance with applica-
ble law or a bilateral treaty to which the 
U.S. Government is a party. 

§ 221.190 Time for filing and computa-
tion of time periods. 

(a) A tariff, or revision thereto, or a 
special tariff permission application 
may be electronically filed with the 
Department immediately upon compli-
ance with § 221.180, and anytime there-
after, subject to § 221.400. The actual 
date and time of filing shall be noted 
with each filing. 

(b) For the purpose of determining 
the date that a tariff, or revision there-
to, filed pursuant to this subpart, shall 
be deemed received by the Department: 

(1) For all electronic tariffs, or revi-
sions thereto, filed before 5:30 p.m. 
local time in Washington, DC, on Fed-
eral business days, such date shall be 
the actual date of filing. 

(2) For all electronic tariffs, or revi-
sions thereto, filed after 5:30 p.m. local 
time in Washington, DC, on Federal 
business days, and for all electronic 
tariffs, or revisions thereto, filed on 
days that are not Federal business 
days, such date shall be the next Fed-
eral business day. 

§ 221.195 Requirement for filing print-
ed material. 

(a) Any tariff, or revision thereto, 
filed in paper format which accom-
panies, governs, or otherwise affects, a 
tariff filed electronically, must be re-
ceived by the Department on the same 
date that a tariff or revision thereto, is 
filed electronically with the Depart-
ment under § 221.190(b). Further, such 
paper tariff, or revision thereto, shall 
be filed in accordance with the require-
ments of subparts A through Q of part 
221. No tariff or revision thereto, filed 
electronically under this subpart, shall 
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