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SUBCHAPTER D—STANDARDS FOR BARRELS 

PART 240—BARRELS AND OTHER 
CONTAINERS FOR LIME 

Sec. 
240.1 Title of act. 
240.2 Application. 
240.3 Permissible sizes. 
240.4 Definitions. 
240.5 Required marking. 
240.6 Tolerances. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 4, 39 Stat. 531; 15 U.S.C. 
240. 

SOURCE: 13 FR 8372, Dec. 28, 1948, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 240.1 Title of act. 
The act, ‘‘Pub. L. 228, 64th Congress,’’ 

approved August 23, 1916 (39 Stat. 530; 
15 U.S.C. 237–242), entitled ‘‘An Act to 
standardize lime barrels,’’ shall be 
known and referred to as the ‘‘Standard 
Lime-Barrel Act.’’ 

§ 240.2 Application. 
The rules and regulations in this part 

are to be understood and construed to 
apply to lime in barrels, or other con-
tainers packed, sold, or offered for sale 
for shipment from any State or Terri-
tory or the District of Columbia to any 
other State or Territory or the District 
of Columbia; and to lime in containers 
of less capacity than the standard 
small barrel sold in interstate or for-
eign commerce; and to lime imported 
in barrels from a foreign country and 
sold or offered for sale; also to lime not 
in barrels or containers of less capacity 
than the standard small barrel, sold, 
charged for, or purported to be deliv-
ered as a large or small barrel or a 
fractional part of said small barrel of 
lime, from any State or Territory or 
the District of Columbia to any other 
State or Territory or the District of 
Columbia. 

§ 240.3 Permissible sizes. 
Lime in barrels shall be packed only 

in barrels containing 280 pounds or 180 
pounds, net weight. For the purposes of 
this section the word ‘‘barrel’’ is defined 
as a cylindrical or approximately cy-
lindrical vessel, cask or drum. 

(Sec. 2, 39 Stat. 530; 15 U.S.C. 238) 

§ 240.4 Definitions. 
(a) The term container of less capacity 

than the standard small barrel, as men-
tioned in section 3 of the law and as 
used in the rules and regulations in 
this part, is defined as any container 
not in barrel form containing therein a 
net weight of lime of less than 180 
pounds. 

(b) The term label as used in the rules 
and regulations in this part is defined 
as any printed, pictorial, or other mat-
ter upon the surface of a barrel or 
other container of lime subject to the 
provisions of this act, or upon cloth or 
paper or the like which is permanently 
affixed to it by pasting or in a similar 
manner. 

(c) The term tag is defined as a tough 
and strong strip of cloth or paper or 
the like, bearing any printed, pictorial, 
or other matter, which is loose at one 
end and which is secured to a container 
of lime subject to the provisions of the 
act. 

(Sec. 3, 39 Stat. 530; 15 U.S.C. 239) 

§ 240.5 Required marking. 
(a) The lettering required upon bar-

rels of lime by section 2 of the law 
shall be as follows: The statement of 
net weight shall be in boldface capital 
letters and figures at least 1 inch in 
height and not expanded or condensed; 
it shall be clear, legible, and perma-
nent, and so placed with reference to 
the other lettering that it is con-
spicuous. The name of the manufac-
turer of the lime and where manufac-
tured, and, if imported, the name of the 
country from which it is imported, 
shall be in boldface letters at least one- 
half inch in height and not expanded or 
condensed, and shall be clear, legible, 
conspicuous, and permanent. None of 
these letters and figures shall be super-
imposed upon each other, nor shall any 
other characters be superimposed upon 
the required lettering or otherwise ob-
scure it. All the above statements shall 
form parts of the principal label. 

(b) The information required upon 
containers of lime of less capacity than 
the standard small barrel by section 3 
of the law shall be included in a label: 
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Provided, however, That in order to 
allow the utilization of second-hand or 
returnable bags made of cloth, burlap, 
or the like, such information may be 
upon a tag firmly attached to the con-
tainer in a prominent and conspicuous 
position. In case a tag is used to give 
the required information there must 
not be any label or another tag upon 
the container which bears any state-
ment having reference to lime, or any 
statement of weight whatever, which is 
not identical with the information 
upon the tag mentioned above; if a con-
tainer is to be utilized which bears any 
such inaccurate information upon a 
label, such container shall be turned 
inside out or such information shall be 
obliterated in so far as it is inaccurate 
by blotting out the letters or figures; 
or if such inaccurate information is 
upon a tag, by removing such tag. 

(c) If the required lettering is upon a 
label, the statement of net weight shall 
be in bold-face capital letters and fig-
ures at least three-fourths inch in 
height and not expanded or condensed; 
it shall be clear, legible, and perma-
nent, and so placed with reference to 
the other lettering that it is con-
spicuous. The word ‘‘net’’ shall form 
part of the statement of weight. The 
name of the manufacturer of the lime 
and the name of the brand, if any, 
under which it is sold, and, if imported, 
the name of the country from which it 
is imported, shall be in bold face let-
ters at least one-half inch in height 
and not expanded or condensed, and 
shall be clear, legible, conspicuous, and 
permanent. None of these letters and 
figures shall be superimposed upon 
each other, nor shall any other char-
acters be superimposed upon the re-
quired lettering or otherwise obscure 
it. All the above statements shall form 
parts of the principal label. 

(d) If the required lettering is upon a 
tag, the statement of net weight shall 
be in bold-face capital letters and fig-
ures not less than one-half the height 
of the largest letters or figures used 
upon such tag: Provided, however, That 
in every case they shall be not less 
than one-eighth inch in height (12– 
point capitals), and not expanded or 
condensed. The word ‘‘net’’ shall form 
part of the statement of weight. The 
statement shall be clear, legible, and 

permanent, and so placed with ref-
erence to the other lettering that it is 
conspicuous. The name of the manufac-
turer of the lime, and the name of the 
brand, if any, under which it sold, and, 
if imported, the name of the country 
from which it is imported, shall be in 
bold-face letters and figures not less 
than one-eighth inch in height (12– 
point capitals), and not expanded or 
condensed, and shall be clear, legible, 
conspicuous, and permanent. None of 
these letters and figures shall be super-
imposed upon each other nor shall any 
other characters be superimposed upon 
the required lettering or otherwise ob-
scure it. All the above statements shall 
be included upon the same side of the 
tag. 

(e) In case the lime is actually 
packed in barrels or in containers of 
less capacity than the standard small 
barrel by some person other than the 
manufacturer of the lime, the informa-
tion mentioned above must be given in 
the manner there described, and in ad-
dition there must be a statement to 
this effect: ‘‘Packed by 
llllllllll’’ (giving the name 
and address of the packer). This state-
ment shall be in letters not smaller 
than is specified for the general state-
ment required in the case of barrels 
and containers of less capacity than 
the standard small barrel, respectively 
(see paragraphs (a) and (b) of this sec-
tion); it shall not be obscured and shall 
form part of the principal label or be 
upon the same side of the tag as in 
those cases provided. 

(f) In the case of all lime sold in bar-
rels, the actual place of manufacture of 
the lime shall be stated on the barrel. 
In general, this will be the name of the 
post office nearest or most accessible 
to the plant. However, when the actual 
place of manufacture of the lime and 
the offices of the company are sepa-
rated but are within the boundaries of 
the same county of a State, or when, 
though not within the boundaries of 
the same county they are so close to-
gether that the post-office address of 
the offices represents substantially and 
to all intents and purposes the actual 
place of manufacture of the lime, then 
the post-office address of the offices of 
the company will be sufficient: Pro-
vided, however, That the address given 
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shall always correctly show the State 
in which the lime is actually manufac-
tured. 

(g) More than one place of manufac-
ture of a manufacturer shall not be 
shown on the same barrel unless the 
one at which the particular lime in 
question is manufactured is pointed 
out. 

(h) If the location of the home offices 
is stated and this is not the place of 
manufacture within the meaning of the 
above definition, an additional state-
ment must be included to this effect: 
‘‘Manufactured at llllllllll’’ 
(giving the location of the plant). 

(Secs. 2, 3, 39 Stat. 530; 15 U.S.C. 238, 239) 

§ 240.6 Tolerances. 
(a) When lime is packed in barrels 

the tolerance to be allowed on the 
large barrel or the small barrel of lime 
shall be 5 pounds in excess or in defi-
ciency on any individual barrel: Pro-
vided, however, That the average error 
on 10 barrels of the same nominal 
weight and packed by the same manu-
facturer shall in no case be greater 
than 2 pounds in excess or in defi-
ciency. In case all the barrels available 
are not weighed, those which are 
weighed shall be selected at random. 

(b) When lime is packed in containers 
of less capacity than the standard 
small barrel, the tolerance to be al-
lowed in excess or in deficiency on in-
dividual containers of various weights, 
shall be the values given in the column 
headed ‘‘Tolerance on individual pack-
age,’’ of the following table: Provided, 
however, That the average error on 10 
containers of the same nominal weight 
and packed by the same manufacturer 
shall in no case be greater than the 
values given in the column headed 
‘‘Tolerance on average weight,’’ of the 
following table. In case all the con-
tainers available are not weighed, 
those which are weighed shall be se-
lected at random. 

Weight of packaged 

Tolerance 
on indi-
vidual 

package 
(pounds) 

Tolerance 
on average 

weight 
(pounds) 

Not greater than 50 lbs ................. 11⁄2 5⁄8 
More than 50 lb. and not greater 

than 100 lbs ............................... 2 3⁄4 
More than 100 lb. and not greater 

than 150 lb ................................. 3 11⁄4 

Weight of packaged 

Tolerance 
on indi-
vidual 

package 
(pounds) 

Tolerance 
on average 

weight 
(pounds) 

More than 150 lb. and less than 
180 lb ......................................... 4 11⁄2 

(c) When lime in bulk is sold, charged 
for, or purported to be delivered as a 
definite number of large or small bar-
rels, the tolerance to be allowed in ex-
cess or in deficiency on such amounts 
of lime shall be 15 pounds per 1,800 
pounds (10 small barrels), or 25 pounds 
per 2,800 pounds (10 large barrels). 

PART 241—BARRELS FOR FRUITS, 
VEGETABLES AND OTHER DRY 
COMMODITIES, AND FOR CRAN-
BERRIES 

Sec. 
241.1 Capacities. 
241.2 Legal standard barrels. 
241.3 Application of tolerance for ‘‘distance 

between heads.’’ 
241.4 Application of tolerance for ‘‘diameter 

of head.’’ 
241.5 Standard dimensions. 
241.6 Classes of barrels for tolerance appli-

cation. 
241.7 Tolerances to be allowed. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 3, 38 Stat. 1187; 15 U.S.C. 
236. 

SOURCE: 13 FR 8373, Dec. 28, 1948, unless 
otherwise noted. 

NOTE: The rules and regulations in this 
part refer entirely to individual barrels, and 
no separate tolerance has been placed on the 
average content of a number of barrels taken 
at random from a shipment. It is not be-
lieved that barrels can be so made as to take 
advantage of the tolerances, and, of course, 
no attempt should be made to do this. It is, 
therefore, expected that as many barrels will 
be above as below the standard capacity. 

§ 241.1 Capacities. 
(a) The capacities of the standard 

barrel for fruits, vegetables, and other 
dry commodities, other than cran-
berries, and its subdivisions, are as fol-
lows: 

Size Cubic 
inches Bushels 1 Quarts 1 

Barrel ............................... 7,056 3.281 105
3⁄4 barrel ........................... 5,292 2.46 783⁄4 
1⁄2 barrel ........................... 3,528 1.641 521⁄2 
1⁄3 barrel ........................... 2,352 1.094 35

1 Struck measure. 
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(b) The capacities of the standard 
cranberry barrel and its subdivisions 
are as follows: 

Size Cubic 
inches Bushels 1 Quarts 1 

Cranberry barrel .............. 5,826 2.709 8645⁄64 
3⁄4 cranberry barrel .......... 4,369.5 2.032 651⁄64 
1⁄2 cranberry barrel .......... 2,913 1.355 4311⁄32 
1⁄3 cranberry barrel .......... 1,942 .903 2829⁄32 

1 Struck measure. 

(Sec. 1, 38 Stat. 1186; 15 U.S.C. 234) 

§ 241.2 Legal standard barrels. 
(a) Any barrel having the dimensions 

specified for a standard barrel for 
fruits, vegetables, and other dry com-
modities, other than cranberries, in 
section 1 of the standard-barrel law, or 
any barrel or a subdivision thereof hav-
ing the contents specified in section 1 
of the standard-barrel law and in 
§ 241.1(a) regardless of its form or di-
mensions, is a legal standard barrel for 
fruits, vegetables, or other dry com-
modities other than cranberries, or a 
legal subdivision thereof. No other bar-
rel or subdivision in barrel form is a 
legal container for fruits, vegetables, 
or other dry commodities other than 
cranberries. 

(b) Any barrel having the dimensions 
specified for a standard barrel for cran-
berries in section 1 of the standard-bar-
rel law, or any subdivision thereof hav-
ing the contents specified in § 241.1(b), 
regardless of its form or dimensions, is 
a legal standard barrel for cranberries 
or a legal subdivision thereof. No other 
barrel or subdivision in barrel form is a 
legal container for cranberries. 

(Sec. 1, 38 Stat. 1186; 15 U.S.C. 234) 

§ 241.3 Application of tolerance for 
‘‘distance between heads.’’ 

The tolerance established in this part 
for the dimension specified as ‘‘distance 
between heads’’ shall be applied as fol-
lows on the various types of barrels in 
use: 

(a) When a barrel or subdivision 
thereof has two heads, the tolerance 
shall be applied to the distance be-
tween the inside surfaces of the heads 
and perpendicular to them. 

(b) When a barrel or subdivision 
thereof has but one head and a croze 
ring or other means for the insertion of 
a head, such as an inside hoop, etc., at 

the opposite end, the tolerance shall be 
applied to the distance from the inside 
surface of the bottom head and perpen-
dicular to it to the inside edge of the 
croze ring, or to a point where the in-
side surface of a head would come were 
such head inserted in the barrel. 

(c) When a barrel or subdivision 
thereof has but one head and no croze 
ring or other means for the insertion of 
a head, such as an inside hoop, etc., at 
the opposite end, the tolerance shall be 
applied to the distance from the inside 
surface of the bottom head and perpen-
dicular to it to a point 11⁄8 inches from 
the opposite end of the staves in the 
case of a barrel or a 3⁄4 barrel, and to a 
point 1 inch or 7⁄8 inch from the oppo-
site end of the staves in the case of the 
1⁄2 barrel and 1⁄3 barrel, respectively. 
When a barrel or subdivision thereof 
has been manufactured with but one 
head and no croze ring or other means 
for the insertion of a head at the oppo-
site end, and it is desired to insert a 
second head, the croze ring shall be so 
cut that the inside edge shall not be 
more than 11⁄8 inches from the end of 
the staves in the case of a barrel or 3⁄4 
barrel or not more than 1 inch or 7⁄8 
inch from the end of the staves in the 
case of the 1⁄2 barrel and 1⁄3 barrel, re-
spectively, or the other means shall be 
so adjusted that the inside surface of 
the head when inserted shall not ex-
ceed these distances from the end of 
the staves. 

§ 241.4 Application of tolerance for 
‘‘diameter of head.’’ 

(a) The tolerance established in this 
part for the dimension specified as ‘‘di-
ameter of head’’ shall be applied to the 
diameter of the head over all, including 
the part which fits into the croze ring 
of the completed barrel. 

(b) The tolerance established in this 
part for the dimension specified as ‘‘ef-
fective diameter of head’’ shall be ap-
plied as follows on the various types of 
barrels and subdivisions in use; 

(1) When a barrel or subdivision 
thereof has two heads, the tolerance 
shall be applied to the mean of the av-
erage diameters from inside to inside 
of staves at the inner edges of the 
heads. 

(2) When a barrel or subdivision 
thereof has but one head and a croze 
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ring or other means for the insertion of 
a head at the opposite end, the toler-
ance shall be applied to the mean of 
the average diameters, one taken from 
inside to inside of staves at the inner 
edge of the head, the other from inside 
to inside of staves at the inner edge of 
the croze ring, or from inside to inside 
of staves at a point where the inside 
surface of a head would come were such 
head inserted in the barrel. 

(3) When a barrel or subdivision 
thereof has but one head and no croze 
ring or other means for the insertion of 
a head at the opposite end, the toler-
ance shall be applied to the mean of 
the average diameters, one taken from 
inside to inside of staves at the inner 
edge of the head, the other taken from 
inside to inside of staves at a point 11⁄8 
inches from the end of the staves in the 
case of a barrel or 3⁄4 barrel, or at a 
point 1 inch or 7⁄8 inch from the end of 
the staves in the case of a 1⁄2 barrel or 
1⁄3 barrel, respectively. 

(c) The standard allowance for depth 
of croze ring shall be 3⁄16 inch. There-
fore, the standard ‘‘effective diameter 
of head’’ in the case of the standard 
barrel is 163⁄4 inches and in the case of 
the standard cranberry barrel is 157⁄8 
inches. 

§ 241.5 Standard dimensions. 

Whenever in the rules and regula-
tions in this part the error on a dimen-
sion is mentioned, this error shall be 
determined by taking the difference be-
tween the actual measured dimension 
and the standard dimension. The error 
is an error in excess and is to be pre-
ceded by a plus sign when the measured 
dimension is greater than the standard 
dimension. The error is an error in de-
ficiency and is to be preceded by a 
minus sign when the measured dimen-
sion is less than the standard dimen-
sion. 

(a) The standard dimensions of a bar-
rel for fruits, vegetables, and other dry 
commodities other than cranberries, 
and of a barrel for cranberries, with 
which the actual measured dimensions 
are to be compared, are as follows: 

Dimensions 

Barrel for 
fruits, vegeta-

bles, and other 
dry commod-

ities other than 
cranberries 

(inches) 

Barrel 
for cran-
berries 
(inches) 

Diameter of head ......................... 171⁄8 161⁄4 
Effective diameter of head (see 

§ 241.4) .................................... 163⁄4 157⁄8 
Distance between heads ............. 26 251⁄4 
Circumference of bulge, outside 

measurement ........................... 64 581⁄2 
Length of stave ............................ 281⁄2 281⁄2 

(b) In the case of all subdivisions of 
the barrel for fruits, vegetables, and 
other dry commodities other than 
cranberries, and all subdivisions of the 
barrel for cranberries, the following di-
mensions are hereby standardized for 
the purpose of the application of toler-
ances, and the actual measured dimen-
sions are to be compared with these: 
SUBDIVISIONS OF BARREL FOR FRUITS, VEGETABLES, AND OTHER 

DRY COMMODITIES OTHER THAN CRANBERRIES 

Dimensions 
3⁄4 barrel 
(inches) 

1⁄2 barrel 
(inches) 

1⁄3 barrel 
(inches) 

Effective diameter of 
head (see § 241.4) ..... 151⁄4 133⁄8 115⁄8 

Distance between heads 231⁄2 201⁄2 18
Circumference of bulge, 

outside measurement 581⁄2 511⁄2 451⁄4 

SUBDIVISIONS OF BARREL FOR CRANBERRIES 

Effective diameter of 
head (see § 241.4) ..... 143⁄8 125⁄8 11

Distance between heads 23 20 171⁄2 
Circumference of bulge, 

outside measurement 533⁄8 47 413⁄8 

(Sec. 1, 38 Stat. 1186; 15 U.S.C. 234) 

§ 241.6 Classes of barrels for tolerance 
application. 

For the purpose of the application of 
tolerances, barrels for fruits, vegeta-
bles, and other dry commodities other 
than cranberries, are hereby divided 
into two classes as follows: 

(a) Class 1 shall include (1) all barrels 
no dimension of which is in error by 
more than the following amounts, and 
(2) all barrels one or more of the di-
mensions of which are in error by more 
than the following amounts, and which 
in addition have no dimension in error 
in the opposite direction: 

Error, 
inches 

Effective diameter of head .................................. 1⁄4 
Distance between heads ..................................... 1⁄4 
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Error, 
inches 

Circumference of bulge, outside measurement .. 11⁄2 

(b) Class 2 shall include all barrels at 
least one dimension of which is in error 
by more than the amounts given above, 
but which in addition have at least one 
dimension in error in the opposite di-
rection. (This class includes all barrels 
mentioned in section 1 of the law in the 
proviso reading: ‘‘Provided, That any 
barrel of a different form having a ca-
pacity of seven thousand and fifty-six 
cubic inches shall be a standard bar-
rel.’’) 

(Sec. 1, 38 Stat. 1186; 15 U.S.C. 234) 

§ 241.7 Tolerances to be allowed. 

(a) The tolerances to be allowed in 
excess or in deficiency on the dimen-
sions of all barrels of Class 1 shall be as 
follows: 

Tolerance 
inches 

Diameter of head ................................................. 1⁄4 
Effective diameter of head .................................. 1⁄4 
Distance between heads ..................................... 1⁄4 
Circumference of bulge, outside measurement .. 11⁄2 
Length of stave .................................................... 1⁄2 

(1) If no dimension of a barrel of 
Class 1 is in error by more than the tol-
erance given above, then the barrel is 
within the tolerance allowed. 

(2) If one or more of the dimensions 
of a barrel of Class 1 is in error by more 
than the tolerance given above, then 
the barrel is not within the tolerance 
allowed. 

(b) The tolerance to be allowed in ex-
cess or in deficiency on all barrels of 
Class 2 shall be 11⁄2 inches (1.5) inches, 
and this tolerance is to be applied to 
the result obtained by the application 
of the following rule: 

(1) Having determined the errors of 
each dimension and given to each its 
proper sign (see § 241.4), add the errors 
on the effective diameter of head and 
the distance between heads algebra-
ically and multiply the result by 1.67 
(or 5⁄3). Then add this result to the 
error on the circumference of bulge al-
gebraically. If the result obtained is 
not greater than the tolerance given 
above, then the barrel is within the tol-
erance allowed; if the result is greater 

than this tolerance, then the barrel is 
not within the tolerance allowed. 

NOTE: To find the algebraic sum of a num-
ber of quantities having different signs, first 
add all those having one sign; then add all 
those having the opposite sign; then subtract 
the smaller sum from the larger, giving this 
result the sign of the larger quantity. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(c) The tolerance to be allowed in ex-

cess or in deficiency on the dimensions 
of all barrels for cranberries shall be as 
follows: 

Tolerance, 
inches 

Diameter of head ................................................. 1⁄4 
Effective diameter of head .................................. 1⁄4 
Distance between heads ..................................... 1⁄4 
Circumference of bulge, outside measurement .. 13⁄8 
Length of stave .................................................... 1⁄2 

(1) If no dimension of a barrel for 
cranberries is in error by more than 
the tolerance given above, then the 
barrel is within the tolerance allowed. 

(2) If one or more of the dimensions 
of a barrel for cranberries is in error by 
more than the tolerance given above, 
then the barrel is not within the toler-
ance allowed. 

(d) The tolerances to be allowed in 
excess or in deficiency on all subdivi-
sions of the standard barrel for fruits, 
vegetables, and other dry commodities 
other than cranberries, and on all sub-
divisions of the standard barrel for 
cranberries, shall be the values given 
in the following table, and these toler-
ances are to be applied to the result ob-
tained by the application of the fol-
lowing rule: 

(1) Having determined the errors on 
each dimension and given to each its 
proper sign (see § 241.5), add the errors 
on the effective diameter of head and 
the distance between heads algebra-
ically and multiply the result by 1.67 
(or 5⁄3). Then add this result to the 
error on the circumference of bulge al-
gebraically. If the result obtained is 
not greater than the tolerance given in 
the following table for the proper sub-
division, then the barrel is within the 
tolerance allowed; if the result is 
greater than this tolerance, then the 
barrel is not within the tolerance al-
lowed. 
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Size of subdivision 

Tolerance 

For fruits, 
vegetables, 

and other dry 
commodities 

(inches) 

For cran-
berries 
(inches) 

3⁄4 barrel ............................. 13⁄8 (1.375) 11⁄4 (1.25) 
1⁄2 barrel ............................. 11⁄4 (1.25) 11⁄8 (1.125) 
1⁄3 barrel ............................. 11⁄8 (1.125) 1 (1.00) 
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