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Federal Trade Commission § 23.15 

industry product unless all parts of the 
product are of such composition as to 
not be subject to material damage by 
corrosion or rust during the major por-
tion of the life expectancy of the prod-
uct under normal conditions of use. 

(b) Among the metals that may be 
considered as corrosion (and rust) re-
sistant are: Pure nickel; Gold alloys of 
not less than 10 Kt. fineness; and Aus-
tenitic stainless steels. 

§ 23.11 Definition and misuse of the 
word ‘‘diamond.’’ 

(a) A diamond is a natural mineral 
consisting essentially of pure carbon 
crystallized in the isometric system. It 
is found in many colors. Its hardness is 
10; its specific gravity is approximately 
3.52; and it has a refractive index of 
2.42. 

(b) It is unfair or deceptive to use the 
unqualified word ‘‘diamond’’ to describe 
or identify any object or product not 
meeting the requirements specified in 
the definition of diamond provided 
above, or which, though meeting such 
requirements, has not been symmetri-
cally fashioned with at least seventeen 
(17) polished facets. 

NOTE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (b): It is unfair or de-
ceptive to represent, directly or by implica-
tion, that industrial grade diamonds or other 
non-jewelry quality diamonds are of jewelry 
quality. 

(c) The following are examples of de-
scriptions that are not considered un-
fair or deceptive: 

(1) The use of the words ‘‘rough dia-
mond’’ to describe or designate uncut 
or unfaceted objects or products satis-
fying the definition of diamond pro-
vided above; or 

(2) The use of the word ‘‘diamond’’ to 
describe or designate objects or prod-
ucts satisfying the definition of dia-
mond but which have not been sym-
metrically fashioned with at least sev-
enteen (17) polished facets when in im-
mediate conjunction with the word 
‘‘diamond’’ there is either a disclosure 
of the number of facets and shape of 
the diamond or the name of a type of 
diamond that denotes shape and that 
usually has less than seventeen (17) 
facets (e.g., ‘‘rose diamond’’). 

NOTE 2 TO PARAGRAPH (c): Additional guid-
ance about imitation and laboratory-created 
diamond representations and misuse of 

words ‘‘gem,’’ ‘‘real,’’ ‘‘genuine,’’ ‘‘natural,’’ etc., 
are set forth in §§ 23.23, 23.24, and 23.25. 

§ 23.12 Misuse of the words ‘‘flawless,’’ 
‘‘perfect,’’ etc. 

(a) It is unfair or deceptive to use the 
word ‘‘flawless’’ to describe any dia-
mond that discloses flaws, cracks, in-
clusions, carbon spots, clouds, internal 
lasering, or other blemishes or imper-
fections of any sort when examined 
under a corrected magnifier at 10- 
power, with adequate illumination, by 
a person skilled in diamond grading. 

(b) It is unfair or deceptive to use the 
word ‘‘perfect,’’ or any representation of 
similar meaning, to describe any dia-
mond unless the diamond meets the 
definition of ‘‘flawless’’ and is not of in-
ferior color or make. 

(c) It is unfair or deceptive to use the 
words ‘‘flawless’’ or ‘‘perfect’’ to describe 
a ring or other article of jewelry hav-
ing a ‘‘flawless’’ or ‘‘perfect’’ principal 
diamond or diamonds, and supple-
mentary stones that are not of such 
quality, unless there is a disclosure 
that the description applies only to the 
principal diamond or diamonds. 

§ 23.13 Disclosure of treatments to dia-
monds 

A diamond is a gemstone product. 
Treatments to diamonds should be dis-
closed in the manner prescribed in 
§ 23.22 of these guides, Disclosure of 
treatments to gemstones. 

[65 FR 78743, Dec. 15, 2000] 

§ 23.14 Misuse of the term ‘‘blue white.’’ 
It is unfair or deceptive to use the 

term ‘‘blue white’’ or any representa-
tion of similar meaning to describe any 
diamond that under normal, north day-
light or its equivalent shows any color 
or any trace of any color other than 
blue or bluish. 

§ 23.15 Misuse of the term ‘‘properly 
cut,’’ etc. 

It is unfair or deceptive to use the 
terms ‘‘properly cut,’’ ‘‘proper cut,’’ 
‘‘modern cut,’’ or any representation of 
similar meaning to describe any dia-
mond that is lopsided, or is so thick or 
so thin in depth as to detract materi-
ally from the brilliance of the stone. 

NOTE TO § 23.15: Stones that are commonly 
called ‘‘fisheye’’ or ‘‘old mine’’ should not be 
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