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(e) Order means any firm indication 
of a willingness to buy or sell a secu-
rity, as either principal or agent, in-
cluding any bid or offer quotation, 
market order, limit order, or other 
priced order. 

(f) Control means the power, directly 
or indirectly, to direct the manage-
ment or policies of an alternative trad-
ing system, whether through ownership 
of securities, by contract, or otherwise. 
A person is presumed to control an al-
ternative trading system, if that per-
son: 

(1) Is a director, general partner, or 
officer exercising executive responsi-
bility (or having similar status or per-
forming similar functions); 

(2) Directly or indirectly has the 
right to vote 25 percent or more of a 
class of voting security or has the 
power to sell or direct the sale of 25 
percent or more of a class of voting se-
curities of the alternative trading sys-
tem; or 

(3) In the case of a partnership, has 
contributed, or has the right to receive 
upon dissolution, 25 percent or more of 
the capital of the alternative trading 
system. 

(g) NMS stock shall have the meaning 
provided in § 242.600; provided, however, 
that a debt or convertible debt security 
shall not be deemed an NMS stock for 
purposes of this Regulation ATS. 

(h) Effective transaction reporting plan 
shall have the meaning provided in 
§ 242.600. 

(i) Corporate debt security shall mean 
any security that: 

(1) Evidences a liability of the issuer 
of such security; 

(2) Has a fixed maturity date that is 
at least one year following the date of 
issuance; and 

(3) Is not an exempted security, as 
defined in section 3(a)(12) of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 78c(a)(12)). 

(j) Commercial paper shall mean any 
note, draft, or bill of exchange which 
arises out of a current transaction or 
the proceeds of which have been or are 
to be used for current transactions, and 
which has a maturity at the time of 
issuance of not exceeding nine months, 
exclusive of days of grace, or any re-

newal thereof the maturity of which is 
likewise limited. 

[62 FR 544, Jan. 3, 1997, as amended at 70 FR 
37619, June 29, 2005; 74 FR 52372, Oct. 9, 2009] 

§ 242.301 Requirements for alternative 
trading systems. 

(a) Scope of section. An alternative 
trading system shall comply with the 
requirements in paragraph (b) of this 
section, unless such alternative trading 
system: 

(1) Is registered as an exchange under 
section 6 of the Act, (15 U.S.C. 78f); 

(2) Is exempted by the Commission 
from registration as an exchange based 
on the limited volume of transactions 
effected; 

(3) Is operated by a national securi-
ties association; 

(4)(i) Is registered as a broker-dealer 
under sections 15(b) or 15C of the Act 
(15 U.S.C. 78o(b), and 78o–5), or is a 
bank, and 

(ii) Limits its securities activities to 
the following instruments: 

(A) Government securities, as defined 
in section 3(a)(42) of the Act, (15 U.S.C. 
78c(a)(42)); 

(B) Repurchase and reverse repur-
chase agreements solely involving se-
curities included within paragraph 
(a)(4)(ii)(A) of this section; 

(C) Any put, call, straddle, option, or 
privilege on a government security, 
other than a put, call, straddle, option, 
or privilege that: 

(1) Is traded on one or more national 
securities exchanges; or 

(2) For which quotations are dissemi-
nated through an automated quotation 
system operated by a registered securi-
ties association; and 

(D) Commercial paper. 
(5) Is exempted, conditionally or un-

conditionally, by Commission order, 
after application by such alternative 
trading system, from one or more of 
the requirements of paragraph (b) of 
this section. The Commission will 
grant such exemption only after deter-
mining that such an order is consistent 
with the public interest, the protection 
of investors, and the removal of im-
pediments to, and perfection of the 
mechanisms of, a national market sys-
tem. 
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(b) Requirements. Every alternative 
trading system subject to this Regula-
tion ATS, pursuant to paragraph (a) of 
this section, shall comply with the re-
quirements in this paragraph (b). 

(1) Broker-dealer registration. The al-
ternative trading system shall register 
as a broker-dealer under section 15 of 
the Act, (15 U.S.C. 78o). 

(2) Notice. (i) The alternative trading 
system shall file an initial operation 
report on Form ATS, § 249.637 of this 
chapter, in accordance with the in-
structions therein, at least 20 days 
prior to commencing operation as an 
alternative trading system, or if the al-
ternative trading system is operating 
as of April 21, 1999, no later than May 
11, 1999. 

(ii) The alternative trading system 
shall file an amendment on Form ATS 
at least 20 calendar days prior to im-
plementing a material change to the 
operation of the alternative trading 
system. 

(iii) If any information contained in 
the initial operation report filed under 
paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this section be-
comes inaccurate for any reason and 
has not been previously reported to the 
Commission as an amendment on Form 
ATS, the alternative trading system 
shall file an amendment on Form ATS 
correcting such information within 30 
calendar days after the end of each cal-
endar quarter in which the alternative 
trading system has operated. 

(iv) The alternative trading system 
shall promptly file an amendment on 
Form ATS correcting information pre-
viously reported on Form ATS after 
discovery that any information filed 
under paragraphs (b)(2)(i), (ii) or (iii) of 
this section was inaccurate when filed. 

(v) The alternative trading system 
shall promptly file a cessation of oper-
ations report on Form ATS in accord-
ance with the instructions therein 
upon ceasing to operate as an alter-
native trading system. 

(vi) Every notice or amendment filed 
pursuant to this paragraph (b)(2) shall 
constitute a ‘‘report’’ within the mean-
ing of sections 11A, 17(a), 18(a), and 
32(a), (15 U.S.C. 78k–1, 78q(a), 78r(a), and 
78ff(a)), and any other applicable provi-
sions of the Act. 

(vii) The reports provided for in para-
graph (b)(2) of this section shall be con-

sidered filed upon receipt by the Divi-
sion of Market Regulation, Stop 10–2, 
at the Commission’s principal office in 
Washington, DC. Duplicate originals of 
the reports provided for in paragraphs 
(b)(2)(i) through (v) of this section 
must be filed with surveillance per-
sonnel designated as such by any self- 
regulatory organization that is the des-
ignated examining authority for the al-
ternative trading system pursuant to 
§ 240.17d–1 of this chapter simulta-
neously with filing with the Commis-
sion. Duplicates of the reports required 
by paragraph (b)(9) of this section shall 
be provided to surveillance personnel 
of such self-regulatory authority upon 
request. All reports filed pursuant to 
this paragraph (b)(2) and paragraph 
(b)(9) of this section shall be deemed 
confidential when filed. 

(3) Order display and execution access. 
(i) An alternative trading system shall 
comply with the requirements set forth 
in paragraph (b)(3)(ii) of this section, 
with respect to any NMS stock in 
which the alternative trading system: 

(A) Displays subscriber orders to any 
person (other than alternative trading 
system employees); and 

(B) During at least 4 of the preceding 
6 calendar months, had an average 
daily trading volume of 5 percent or 
more of the aggregate average daily 
share volume for such NMS stock as re-
ported by an effective transaction re-
porting plan. 

(ii) Such alternative trading system 
shall provide to a national securities 
exchange or national securities asso-
ciation the prices and sizes of the or-
ders at the highest buy price and the 
lowest sell price for such NMS stock, 
displayed to more than one person in 
the alternative trading system, for in-
clusion in the quotation data made 
available by the national securities ex-
change or national securities associa-
tion to vendors pursuant to § 242.602. 

(iii) With respect to any order dis-
played pursuant to paragraph (b)(3)(ii) 
of this section, an alternative trading 
system shall provide to any broker- 
dealer that has access to the national 
securities exchange or national securi-
ties association to which the alter-
native trading system provides the 
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prices and sizes of displayed orders pur-
suant to paragraph (b)(3)(ii) of this sec-
tion, the ability to effect a transaction 
with such orders that is: 

(A) Equivalent to the ability of such 
broker-dealer to effect a transaction 
with other orders displayed on the ex-
change or by the association; and 

(B) At the price of the highest priced 
buy order or lowest priced sell order 
displayed for the lesser of the cumu-
lative size of such priced orders entered 
therein at such price, or the size of the 
execution sought by such broker-deal-
er. 

(4) Fees. The alternative trading sys-
tem shall not charge any fee to broker- 
dealers that access the alternative 
trading system through a national se-
curities exchange or national securi-
ties association, that is inconsistent 
with equivalent access to the alter-
native trading system required by 
paragraph (b)(3)(iii) of this section. In 
addition, if the national securities ex-
change or national securities associa-
tion to which an alternative trading 
system provides the prices and sizes of 
orders under paragraphs (b)(3)(ii) and 
(b)(3)(iii) of this section establishes 
rules designed to assure consistency 
with standards for access to quotations 
displayed on such national securities 
exchange, or the market operated by 
such national securities association, 
the alternative trading system shall 
not charge any fee to members that is 
contrary to, that is not disclosed in the 
manner required by, or that is incon-
sistent with any standard of equivalent 
access established by such rules. 

(5) Fair access. (i) An alternative trad-
ing system shall comply with the re-
quirements in paragraph (b)(5)(ii) of 
this section, if during at least 4 of the 
preceding 6 calendar months, such al-
ternative trading system had: 

(A) With respect to any NMS stock, 5 
percent or more of the average daily 
volume in that security reported by an 
effective transaction reporting plan; 

(B) With respect to an equity secu-
rity that is not an NMS stock and for 
which transactions are reported to a 
self-regulatory organization, 5 percent 
or more of the average daily trading 
volume in that security as calculated 
by the self-regulatory organization to 
which such transactions are reported; 

(C) With respect to municipal securi-
ties, 5 percent or more of the average 
daily volume traded in the United 
States; or 

(D) With respect to corporate debt se-
curities, 5 percent or more of the aver-
age daily volume traded in the United 
States. 

(ii) An alternative trading system 
shall: 

(A) Establish written standards for 
granting access to trading on its sys-
tem; 

(B) Not unreasonably prohibit or 
limit any person in respect to access to 
services offered by such alternative 
trading system by applying the stand-
ards established under paragraph 
(b)(5)(ii)(A) of this section in an unfair 
or discriminatory manner; 

(C) Make and keep records of: 
(1) All grants of access including, for 

all subscribers, the reasons for grant-
ing such access; and 

(2) All denials or limitations of ac-
cess and reasons, for each applicant, 
for denying or limiting access; and 

(D) Report the information required 
on Form ATS–R (§ 249.638 of this chap-
ter) regarding grants, denials, and limi-
tations of access. 

(iii) Notwithstanding paragraph 
(b)(5)(i) of this section, an alternative 
trading system shall not be required to 
comply with the requirements in para-
graph (b)(5)(ii) of this section, if such 
alternative trading system: 

(A) Matches customer orders for a se-
curity with other customer orders; 

(B) Such customers’ orders are not 
displayed to any person, other than 
employees of the alternative trading 
system; and 

(C) Such orders are executed at a 
price for such security disseminated by 
an effective transaction reporting plan, 
or derived from such prices. 

(6) Capacity, integrity, and security of 
automated systems. (i) The alternative 
trading system shall comply with the 
requirements in paragraph (b)(6)(ii) of 
this section, if during at least 4 of the 
preceding 6 calendar months, such al-
ternative trading system had: 

(A) With respect to any NMS stock, 
20 percent or more of the average daily 
volume reported by an effective trans-
action reporting plan; 
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(B) With respect to equity securities 
that are not NMS stocks and for which 
transactions are reported to a self-reg-
ulatory organization, 20 percent or 
more of the average daily volume as 
calculated by the self-regulatory orga-
nization to which such transactions are 
reported; 

(C) With respect to municipal securi-
ties, 20 percent or more of the average 
daily volume traded in the United 
States; or 

(D) With respect to corporate debt se-
curities, 20 percent or more of the aver-
age daily volume traded in the United 
States. 

(ii) With respect to those systems 
that support order entry, order rout-
ing, order execution, transaction re-
porting, and trade comparison, the al-
ternative trading system shall: 

(A) Establish reasonable current and 
future capacity estimates; 

(B) Conduct periodic capacity stress 
tests of critical systems to determine 
such system’s ability to process trans-
actions in an accurate, timely, and ef-
ficient manner; 

(C) Develop and implement reason-
able procedures to review and keep cur-
rent its system development and test-
ing methodology; 

(D) Review the vulnerability of its 
systems and data center computer op-
erations to internal and external 
threats, physical hazards, and natural 
disasters; 

(E) Establish adequate contingency 
and disaster recovery plans; 

(F) On an annual basis, perform an 
independent review, in accordance with 
established audit procedures and stand-
ards, of such alternative trading sys-
tem’s controls for ensuring that para-
graphs (b)(6)(ii)(A) through (E) of this 
section are met, and conduct a review 
by senior management of a report con-
taining the recommendations and con-
clusions of the independent review; and 

(G) Promptly notify the Commission 
staff of material systems outages and 
significant systems changes. 

(iii) Notwithstanding paragraph 
(b)(6)(i) of this section, an alternative 
trading system shall not be required to 
comply with the requirements in para-
graph (b)(6)(ii) of this section, if such 
alternative trading system: 

(A) Matches customer orders for a se-
curity with other customer orders; 

(B) Such customers’ orders are not 
displayed to any person, other than 
employees of the alternative trading 
system; and 

(C) Such orders are executed at a 
price for such security disseminated by 
an effective transaction reporting plan, 
or derived from such prices. 

(7) Examinations, inspections, and in-
vestigations. The alternative trading 
system shall permit the examination 
and inspection of its premises, systems, 
and records, and cooperate with the ex-
amination, inspection, or investigation 
of subscribers, whether such examina-
tion is being conducted by the Commis-
sion or by a self-regulatory organiza-
tion of which such subscriber is a mem-
ber. 

(8) Recordkeeping. The alternative 
trading system shall: 

(i) Make and keep current the records 
specified in § 242.302; and 

(ii) Preserve the records specified in 
§ 242.303. 

(9) Reporting. The alternative trading 
system shall: 

(i) File the information required by 
Form ATS-R (§ 249.638 of this chapter) 
within 30 calendar days after the end of 
each calendar quarter in which the 
market has operated after the effective 
date of this section; and 

(ii) File the information required by 
Form ATS-R within 10 calendar days 
after an alternative trading system 
ceases to operate. 

(10) Procedures to ensure the confiden-
tial treatment of trading information. (i) 
The alternative trading system shall 
establish adequate safeguards and pro-
cedures to protect subscribers’ con-
fidential trading information. Such 
safeguards and procedures shall in-
clude: 

(A) Limiting access to the confiden-
tial trading information of subscribers 
to those employees of the alternative 
trading system who are operating the 
system or responsible for its compli-
ance with these or any other applicable 
rules; 

(B) Implementing standards control-
ling employees of the alternative trad-
ing system trading for their own ac-
counts; and 
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(ii) The alternative trading system 
shall adopt and implement adequate 
oversight procedures to ensure that the 
safeguards and procedures established 
pursuant to paragraph (b)(10)(i) of this 
section are followed. 

(11) Name. The alternative trading 
system shall not use in its name the 
word ‘‘exchange,’’ or derivations of the 
word ‘‘exchange,’’ such as the term 
‘‘stock market.’’ 

[63 FR 70921, Dec. 22, 1998, as amended at 65 
FR 13235, Mar. 13, 2000; 70 FR 37619, June 29, 
2005; 74 FR 52372, Oct. 9, 2009] 

§ 242.302 Recordkeeping requirements 
for alternative trading systems. 

To comply with the condition set 
forth in paragraph (b)(8) of § 242.301, an 
alternative trading system shall make 
and keep current the following records: 

(a) A record of subscribers to such al-
ternative trading system (identifying 
any affiliations between the alter-
native trading system and subscribers 
to the alternative trading system, in-
cluding common directors, officers, or 
owners); 

(b) Daily summaries of trading in the 
alternative trading system including: 

(1) Securities for which transactions 
have been executed; 

(2) Transaction volume, expressed 
with respect to equity securities in: 

(i) Number of trades; 
(ii) Number of shares traded; and 
(iii) Total settlement value in terms 

of U.S. dollars; and 
(3) Transaction volume, expressed 

with respect to debt securities in: 
(i) Number of trades; and 
(ii) Total U.S. dollar value; and 
(c) Time-sequenced records of order 

information in the alternative trading 
system, including: 

(1) Date and time (expressed in terms 
of hours, minutes, and seconds) that 
the order was received; 

(2) Identity of the security; 
(3) The number of shares, or principal 

amount of bonds, to which the order 
applies; 

(4) An identification of the order as 
related to a program trade or an index 
arbitrage trade as defined in New York 
Stock Exchange Rule 80A; 

(5) The designation of the order as a 
buy or sell order; 

(6) The designation of the order as a 
short sale order; 

(7) The designation of the order as a 
market order, limit order, stop order, 
stop limit order, or other type or order; 

(8) Any limit or stop price prescribed 
by the order; 

(9) The date on which the order ex-
pires and, if the time in force is less 
than one day, the time when the order 
expires; 

(10) The time limit during which the 
order is in force; 

(11) Any instructions to modify or 
cancel the order; 

(12) The type of account, i.e., retail, 
wholesale, employee, proprietary, or 
any other type of account designated 
by the alternative trading system, for 
which the order is submitted; 

(13) Date and time (expressed in 
terms of hours, minutes, and seconds) 
that the order was executed; 

(14) Price at which the order was exe-
cuted; 

(15) Size of the order executed (ex-
pressed in number of shares or units or 
principal amount); and 

(16) Identity of the parties to the 
transaction. 

§ 242.303 Record preservation require-
ments for alternative trading sys-
tems. 

(a) To comply with the condition set 
forth in paragraph (b)(9) of § 242.301, an 
alternative trading system shall pre-
serve the following records: 

(1) For a period of not less than three 
years, the first two years in an easily 
accessible place, an alternative trading 
system shall preserve: 

(i) All records required to be made 
pursuant to § 242.302; 

(ii) All notices provided by such al-
ternative trading system to subscribers 
generally, whether written or commu-
nicated through automated means, in-
cluding, but not limited to, notices ad-
dressing hours of system operations, 
system malfunctions, changes to sys-
tem procedures, maintenance of hard-
ware and software, instructions per-
taining to access to the market and de-
nials of, or limitations on, access to 
the alternative trading system; 

(iii) If subject to paragraph (b)(5)(ii) 
of § 242.301, at least one copy of such al-
ternative trading system’s standards 
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