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§ 242.402 General provisions. 

(a) Applicable margin rules. Except to 
the extent inconsistent with this Regu-
lation (§§ 242.400 through 242.406): 

(1) A security futures intermediary 
that carries a security future on behalf 
of a customer in a securities account 
shall record and conduct all financial 
relations with respect to such security 
future and related positions in accord-
ance with Regulation T and the margin 
rules of the self-regulatory authorities 
of which the security futures inter-
mediary is a member. 

(2) A security futures intermediary 
that carries a security future on behalf 
of a customer in a futures account 
shall record and conduct all financial 
relations with respect to such security 
future and related positions in accord-
ance with the margin rules of the self- 
regulatory authorities of which the se-
curity futures intermediary is a mem-
ber. 

(b) Separation and consolidation of ac-
counts. (1) The requirements for secu-
rity futures and related positions in 
one account may not be met by consid-
ering items in any other account, ex-
cept as permitted or required under 
paragraph (b)(2) of this section or ap-
plicable margin rules. If withdrawals of 
cash, securities or other assets depos-
ited as margin are permitted under this 
Regulation (§§ 242.400 through 242.406), 
bookkeeping entries shall be made 
when such cash, securities, or assets 
are used for purposes of meeting re-
quirements in another account. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(1) 
of this section, the security futures 
intermediary shall consider all futures 
accounts in which security futures and 
related positions are held that are 
within the same regulatory classifica-
tion or account type and are owned by 
the same customer to be a single ac-
count for purposes of this Regulation 
(§§ 242.400 through 242.406). The security 
futures intermediary may combine 
such accounts with other futures ac-
counts that are within the same regu-
latory classification or account type 
and are owned by the same customer 
for purposes of computing a customer’s 
overall margin requirement, as per-
mitted or required by applicable mar-
gin rules. 

(c) Accounts of partners. If a partner 
of the security futures intermediary 
has an account with the security fu-
tures intermediary in which security 
futures or related positions are held, 
the security futures intermediary shall 
disregard the partner’s financial rela-
tions with the firm (as shown in the 
partner’s capital and ordinary drawing 
accounts) in calculating the margin or 
equity of any such account. 

(d) Contribution to joint venture. If an 
account in which security futures or 
related positions are held is the ac-
count of a joint venture in which the 
security futures intermediary partici-
pates, any interest of the security fu-
tures intermediary in the joint account 
in excess of the interest which the se-
curity futures intermediary would have 
on the basis of its right to share in the 
profits shall be margined in accordance 
with this Regulation (§§ 242.400 through 
242.406). 

(e) Extensions of credit. (1) No security 
futures intermediary may extend or 
maintain credit to or for any customer 
for the purpose of evading or circum-
venting any requirement under this 
Regulation (§§ 242.400 through 242.406). 

(2) A security futures intermediary 
may arrange for the extension or main-
tenance of credit to or for any cus-
tomer by any person, provided that the 
security futures intermediary does not 
willfully arrange credit that would 
constitute a violation of Regulation T, 
U or X of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System (12 CFR parts 
220, 221, and 224) by such person. 

(f) Change in exempted person status. 
Once a person ceases to qualify as an 
exempted person, it shall notify the se-
curity futures intermediary of this fact 
before entering into any new security 
futures transaction or related trans-
action that would require additional 
margin to be deposited under this Reg-
ulation (§§ 242.400 through 242.406). Fi-
nancial relations with respect to any 
such transactions shall be subject to 
the provisions of this Regulation 
(§§ 242.400 through 242.406). 

§ 242.403 Required margin. 

(a) Applicability. Each security fu-
tures intermediary shall determine the 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 11:37 May 13, 2011 Jkt 223056 PO 00000 Frm 00606 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223056.XXX 223056W
R

ei
er

-A
vi

le
s 

on
 D

S
K

G
B

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



597 

Securities and Exchange Commission § 242.404 

required margin for the security fu-
tures and related positions held on be-
half of a customer in a securities ac-
count or futures account as set forth in 
this section. 

(b) Required margin.—(1) General rule. 
The required margin for each long or 
short position n a security future shall 
be twenty (20) percent of the current 
market value of such security future. 

(2) Offsetting positions. Notwith-
standing the margin levels specified in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, a self- 
regulatory authority may set the re-
quired initial or maintenance margin 
level for an offsetting position involv-
ing security futures and related posi-
tions at a level lower than the level 
that would be required under para-
graph (b)(1) of this section if such posi-
tions were margined separately, pursu-
ant to rules that meet the criteria set 
forth in section 7(c)(2)(B) of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 78g(c)(2)(B)) and are effective in 
accordance with section 19(b)(2) of the 
Act (15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2)) and, as applica-
ble, Section 5c(c) of the CEA (7 U.S.C. 
7a–2(c)). 

(c) Procedures for certain margin level 
adjustments. An exchange registered 
under section 6(g) of the Act (15 U.S.C. 
78f(g)), or a national securities associa-
tion registered under section 15A(k) of 
the Act (15 U.S.C. 78o–3(k)), may raise 
or lower the required margin level for a 
security future to a level not lower 
than that specified in this section, in 
accordance with section 19(b)(7) of the 
Act (15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(7)). 

§ 242.404 Type, form and use of mar-
gin. 

(a) When margin is required. Margin is 
required to be deposited whenever the 
required margin for security futures 
and related positions in an account is 
not satisfied by the equity in the ac-
count, subject to adjustment under 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(b) Acceptable margin deposits. (1) The 
required margin may be satisfied by a 
deposit of cash, margin securities (sub-
ject to paragraph (b)(2) of this section), 
exempted securities, any other asset 
permitted under Regulation T to sat-
isfy a margin deficiency in a securities 
margin account, or any combination 
thereof, each as valued in accordance 
with paragraph (c) of this section. 

(2) Shares of a money market mutual 
fund may be accepted as a margin de-
posit for purposes of this Regulation 
(§§ 242.400 through 242.406), provided 
that: 

(i) The customer waives any right to 
redeem the shares without the consent 
of the security futures intermediary 
and instructs the fund or its transfer 
agent accordingly; 

(ii) The security futures inter-
mediary (or clearing agency or deriva-
tives clearing organization with which 
the shares are deposited as margin) ob-
tains the right to redeem the shares in 
cash, promptly upon request; and 

(iii) The fund agrees to satisfy any 
conditions necessary or appropriate to 
ensure that the shares may be re-
deemed in cash, promptly upon re-
quest. 

(c) Adjustments—(1) Futures accounts. 
For purposes of this section, the equity 
in a futures account shall be computed 
in accordance with the margin rules 
applicable to the account, subject to 
the following: 

(i) A security future shall have no 
value; 

(ii) Each net long or short position in 
a listed option on a contract for future 
delivery shall be valued in accordance 
with the margin rules applicable to the 
account; 

(iii) Except as permitted in para-
graph (e) of this section, each margin 
equity security shall be valued at an 
amount no greater than its Regulation 
T collateral value; 

(iv) Each other security shall be val-
ued at an amount no greater than its 
current market value reduced by the 
percentage specified for such security 
in § 240.15c3–1(c)(2)(vi) of this chapter; 

(v) Freely convertible foreign cur-
rency may be valued at an amount no 
greater than its daily marked-to-mar-
ket U.S. dollar equivalent; 

(vi) Variation settlement receivable 
(or payable) by an account at the close 
of trading on any day shall be treated 
as a credit (or debit) to the account on 
that day; and 

(vii) Each other acceptable margin 
deposit or component of equity shall be 
valued at an amount no greater than 
its value under Regulation T. 

(2) Securities accounts. For purposes of 
this section, the equity in a securities 
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