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18 CFR Ch. I (4–1–11 Edition) § 37.1 

37.5 Obligations of Transmission Providers 
and Responsible Parties. 

37.6 Information to be posted on the OASIS. 
37.7 Auditing Transmission Service Infor-

mation. 
37.8 Obligations of OASIS users. 

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 791–825r, 2601–2645; 31 
U.S.C. 9701; 42 U.S.C. 7101–7352. 

SOURCE: Order 889, 61 FR 21764, May 10, 
1996, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 37.1 Applicability. 
This part applies to any public util-

ity that owns, operates, or controls fa-
cilities used for the transmission of 
electric energy in interstate commerce 
and to transactions performed under 
the pro forma tariff required in part 35 
of this chapter. 

§ 37.2 Purpose. 
(a) The purpose of this part is to en-

sure that potential customers of open 
access transmission service receive ac-
cess to information that will enable 
them to obtain transmission service on 
a non-discriminatory basis from any 
Transmission Provider. These rules 
provide standards of conduct and re-
quire the Transmission Provider (or its 
agent) to create and operate an Open 
Access Same-time Information System 
(OASIS) that gives all users of the open 
access transmission system access to 
the same information. 

(b) The OASIS will provide informa-
tion by electronic means about avail-
able transmission capability for point- 
to-point service and will provide a 
process for requesting transmission 
service. OASIS will enable Trans-
mission Providers and Transmission 
Customers to communicate promptly 
requests and responses to buy and sell 
available transmission capacity offered 
under the Transmission Provider’s tar-
iff. 

§ 37.3 Definitions. 
(a) Transmission Provider means any 

public utility that owns, operates, or 
controls facilities used for the trans-
mission of electric energy in interstate 
commerce. 

(b) Transmission Customer means any 
eligible customer (or its designated 
agent) that can or does execute a 
transmission service agreement or can 
or does receive transmission service. 

(c) Responsible party means the Trans-
mission Provider or an agent to whom 
the Transmission Provider has dele-
gated the responsibility of meeting any 
of the requirements of this part. 

(d) Reseller means any Transmission 
Customer who offers to sell trans-
mission capacity it has purchased. 

(e) Wholesale merchant function means 
the sale for resale of electric energy in 
interstate commerce. 

(f) Affiliate means: 
(1) For any exempt wholesale gener-

ator, as defined under section 32(a) of 
the Public Utility Holding Company 
Act of 1935, as amended, the same as 
provided in section 214 of the Federal 
Power Act; and 

(2) For any other entity, the term af-
filiate has the same meaning as given in 
§ 161.2(a) of this chapter. 

[Order 889, 61 FR 21764, May 10, 1996, as 
amended by Order 889–A, 62 FR 12503, Mar. 14, 
1997] 

§ 37.4 [Reserved] 

§ 37.5 Obligations of Transmission Pro-
viders and Responsible Parties. 

(a) Each Transmission Provider is re-
quired to provide for the operation of 
an OASIS, either individually or joint-
ly with other Transmission Providers, 
in accordance with the requirements of 
this Part. The Transmission Provider 
may delegate this responsibility to a 
Responsible Party such as another 
Transmission Provider, an Independent 
System Operator, a Regional Trans-
mission Group, or a Regional Reli-
ability Council. 

(b) A Responsible Party must provide 
access to an OASIS providing standard-
ized information relevant to the avail-
ability of transmission capacity, 
prices, and other information (as de-
scribed in this part) pertaining to the 
transmission system for which it is re-
sponsible. 

(c) A Responsible Party may not 
deny or restrict access to an OASIS 
user merely because that user makes 
automated computer-to-computer file 
transfers or queries, or extensive re-
quests for data. 

(d) In the event that an OASIS user’s 
grossly inefficient method of accessing 
an OASIS node or obtaining informa-
tion from the node seriously degrades 
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