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Subpart B—Appraisement Entry 
§ 143.11 Merchandise eligible for ap-

praisement entry. 
(a) Without Commissioner’s approval. 

An application for entry by appraise-
ment may be approved by the port di-
rector without securing the approval of 
the Commissioner of Customs for any 
of the following merchandise: 

(1) Merchandise damaged on the voy-
age of importation, by fire or through 
marine casualty or any other cause, 
without fault on the part of the ship-
per; 

(2) Merchandise recovered from a 
wrecked or stranded vessel; 

(3) Household effects used abroad and 
personal effects, not imported in pursu-
ance of a purchase or agreement for 
purchase and not intended for sale; 

(4) Articles sent by persons in foreign 
countries as gifts to persons in the 
United States; 

(5) Tools of trade of a person arriving 
in the United States; 

(6) Personal effects of citizens of the 
United States who have died in a for-
eign country; and 

(7) Any of the following articles, 
which are deemed in accordance with 
section 498(a)(10), Tariff Act of 1930, as 
amended (19 U.S.C. 1498(a)(10)), to be 
articles the value of which cannot be 
declared: 

(i) Articles which are secondhand; 
(ii) Articles which have become dete-

riorated or damaged before importa-
tion otherwise than as specified in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section; 

(iii) Articles which are not the sub-
ject of a commercial transaction; and 

(iv) So-called overages or dock accu-
mulations which cannot be identified 
with any particular shipment. 

(b) With Commissioner’s approval. 
Entry by appraisement for merchan-
dise not provided for in paragraph (a) 
of this section shall be allowed only 
with the approval of the Commissioner 
of Customs. Each request for such ap-
proval shall be filed in triplicate with 
the port director and shall state in de-
tail the reasons for the request for 
entry by appraisement. 

(c) Merchandise not eligible. An appli-
cation for an entry by appraisement 
shall not be approved after the mer-
chandise has been appraised or released 

from Customs custody, nor for dam-
aged merchandise when the damage oc-
curs after importation. 

§ 143.12 Form of entry. 
Application for an entry by appraise-

ment shall be made in triplicate on the 
entry summary, Customs Form 7501. 

[T.D. 84–129, 49 FR 23168, June 5, 1984] 

§ 143.13 Documents to be presented 
with entry. 

The importer shall in all cases 
present: 

(a) Any bills or statements of cost re-
lating to the merchandise which may 
be in his possession; and 

(b) A declaration that he has no 
other information as to the value of 
the articles and is unable to obtain 
such information or to determine the 
value of the articles for the purpose of 
making formal entry thereof. 

§ 143.14 Payment of additional ex-
penses. 

Any additional expenses for cartage, 
storage, or labor occasioned by reason 
of an entry by appraisement shall be 
borne by the importer. 

§ 143.15 Deposit of estimated duties 
and taxes. 

Estimated duties shall be deposited 
in accordance with subpart G of part 
141 of this chapter before the merchan-
dise is released from Customs custody. 

§ 143.16 Substitution of warehouse 
entry. 

The importer may substitute an 
entry for warehouse at any time within 
1 year from the date of importation, 
provided the merchandise has remained 
in continuous Customs custody. 

Subpart C—Informal Entry 

§ 143.21 Merchandise eligible for infor-
mal entry. 

The following types of merchandise 
are among those which may be entered 
under informal entry (see §§ 141.52 and 
143.22 of this chapter): 

(a) Shipments of merchandise not ex-
ceeding $2,000 in value (except for arti-
cles valued in excess of $250 classified 
in Sections VII, VIII, XI, and XII; 
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Chapter 94 and Chapter 99, Subchapters 
III and IV, HTSUS); 

(b) Any installment, not exceeding 
$2,000 in value, of a shipment arriving 
at different times, as described in 
§ 141.82 of this chapter; 

(c) A portion of one consignment, 
when such portion does not exceed 
$2,000 in value and may be entered sep-
arately pursuant to § 141.51 of this 
chapter. This paragraph does not apply 
to shipments of articles valued in ex-
cess of $250 classified under sub-
headings from Sections VII, VIII, XI, 
and XII; or in Chapter 94 and Chapter 
99, Subchapters III and IV, HTSUS; 

(d) Household or personal effects or 
tools of trade entitled to free entry 
under Chapter 98, Subchapter IV, 
HTSUS (19 U.S.C. 1202); 

(e) Household effects used abroad and 
personal effects whether or not entitled 
to free entry, not imported in pursu-
ance of a purchase or agreement for 
purchase and not intended for sale; 

(f) Household and personal effects de-
scribed in paragraph (e) of this section 
when entered under subheading 
9802.00.40, HTSUS (19 U.S.C. 1202), and 
the value of the repairs and alterations 
thereto does not exceed $2,000; 

(g) Personal effects not exceeding 
$2,000 in value of citizens of the United 
States who have died abroad; 

(h) Books and other articles classifi-
able under subheadings 4903.00.00, 
4904.00.00, 4905.91.00, 4905.99.00, 9701.10.00, 
9701.90.00, 9810.00.05, HTSUS (19 U.S.C. 
1202), imported by a library or other in-
stitution described in subheadings 
9810.00.05 and 9810.00.30, HTSUS (19 
U.S.C. 1202); 

(i) Theatrical scenery, properties, 
and effects, motion-picture films, com-
mercial travelers’ samples and profes-
sional books, implements, instruments, 
and tools of trade, occupation, or em-
ployment, as set forth in § 10.68 of this 
chapter; 

(j) Merchandise which, upon written 
application to the Commissioner of 
Customs, is determined to be unique in 
character or design such that the value 
thereof cannot be declared and which is 
not intended for sale or imported in 
pursuance of a purchase or agreement 
for purchase; and 

(k) Products of the United States, 
when the aggregate value of the ship-

ment does not exceed $10,000 and the 
products are imported— 

(1) For the purposes of repair or al-
teration prior to reexportation, or 

(2) After having been either rejected 
or returned by the foreign purchaser to 
the United States for credit. 

(l) Shipments of merchandise quali-
fying for the administrative exemp-
tions under 19 U.S.C. 1321(a)(2) and pro-
vided for in— 

(1) Section 10.151 or 145.31 of this 
chapter (certain importations not ex-
ceeding $200 in value); 

(2) Section 10.152 or 145.32 of this 
chapter (certain bona-fide gifts not ex-
ceeding $100 in value ($200 in the case of 
articles sent from a person in the Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, or American 
Samoa)); or 

(3) Section 148.51 or 148.64 of this 
chapter (certain personal or household 
articles not exceeding $200 in value). 

[T.D. 73–175, 38 FR 17463, July 2, 1973] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 143.21, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 143.22 Formal entry may be required. 

The port director may require a for-
mal consumption or appraisement 
entry for any merchandise if deemed 
necessary for: (a) Import admissibility 
enforcement purposes, (b) revenue pro-
tection, or (c) the efficient conduct of 
Customs business. Individual ship-
ments for the same consignee, when 
such shipments are valued at $2,000 or 
less, may be consolidated on one such 
entry. 

[T.D. 73–175, 38 FR 17463, July 2, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 84–171, 49 FR 31253, Aug. 3, 
1984; T.D. 85–38, 50 FR 8723, Mar. 5, 1985; T.D. 
85–123, 50 FR 29955, July 23, 1985; T.D. 89–82, 54 
FR 36026, Aug. 31, 1989; T.D. 98–28, 63 FR 
16417, Apr. 3, 1998] 

§ 143.23 Form of entry. 

Except for the types of merchandise 
listed below which may be entered on 
the forms indicated, merchandise to be 
entered informally shall be entered on 
a Customs Form 368 or 368A, (serially 
numbered) or Customs Form 7501, or, if 
authorized by the port director, upon 
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