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U.S. Customs and Border Protection, DHS; Treasury § 143.32 

§ 143.31 Applicability. 
This subpart sets forth general re-

quirements for the entry of imported 
merchandise processed electronically 
through the Customs Automated Com-
mercial System (ACS). Entries proc-
essed electronically are subject to the 
documentation, document retention 
and document retrievability require-
ments of this chapter as well as the 
general entry requirements of parts 141 
and 142. Use of this system is voluntary 
and optional on behalf of the filer. Cus-
toms does not contemplate that proc-
essing of non-electronic filings shall be 
delayed. 

§ 143.32 Definitions. 
The following are definitions for pur-

poses of subparts D and E of this part: 
(a) ABI. ‘‘ABI’’ means the Automated 

Broker Interface and refers to a module 
of ACS that allows entry filers to 
transmit immediate delivery, entry 
and entry summary data electronically 
to CBP through ACS and to receive 
transmissions from ACS. 

(b) ACS. ‘‘ACS’’ means the Auto-
mated Commercial System and refers 
to CBP’s integrated comprehensive 
tracking system for the acquisition, 
processing and distribution of import 
data. 

(c) AII. ‘‘AII’’ means Automated In-
voice Interface and is a method of 
transmitting detailed invoice data 
through ABI. 

(d) Broker. ‘‘Broker’’ means a cus-
toms broker licensed under part 111 of 
this chapter. 

(e) Certification. ‘‘Certification’’ 
means the electronic equivalent of a 
signature for data transmitted through 
ABI. This electronic (facsimile) signa-
ture must be transmitted as part of the 
immediate delivery, entry or entry 
summary data. Such data are referred 
to as ‘‘certified’’. 

(f) Data. ‘‘Data’’ when used in con-
junction with immediate delivery, 
entryand/or entry summary means the 
information required to be submitted 
with the immediate delivery, entry 
and/or entry summary, respectively, in 
accordance with the CATAIR (CBP 
Publication 552, Customs and Trade 
Automated Interface Requirements) 
and/or CBP Headquarters directives. It 
does not mean the actual paper docu-

ments, but includes all of the informa-
tion required to be in such documents. 

(g) Documentation. ‘‘Documentation’’ 
when used in conjunction with imme-
diate delivery, entry and/or entry sum-
mary means the documents set forth in 
§ 142.3 of this chapter, required to be 
submitted as part of an application for 
immediate delivery, entry and/or entry 
summary, but does not include the 
CBP Forms 7501, 3461 (or alternative 
forms). 

(h) EDIFACT. ‘‘EDIFACT’’ means the 
Electronic Data Interchange for Ad-
ministration, Commerce and Transport 
that provides an electronic capability 
to transmit detailed CBP Forms 7501 
and 3461, and invoice data. 

(i) Electronic entry. ‘‘Electronic 
entry’’ means the electronic trans-
mission to CBP of: 

(1) Entry information required for 
the entry of merchandise; and 

(2) Entry summary information re-
quired for the classification and ap-
praisement of the merchandise, the 
verification of statistical information, 
and the determination of compliance 
with applicable law. 

(j) Electronic immediate delivery. 
‘‘Electronic immediate delivery’’ 
means the electronic transmission of 
CBP Forms 3461 or 3461 alternate (CBP 
Form 3461 ALT) data utilizing ACS in 
order to obtain the release of goods 
under immediate delivery. 

(k) Electronic Invoice Program (EIP). 
‘‘EIP’’ refers to modules of the Auto-
mated Broker Interface (ABI) that 
allow entry filers to transmit detailed 
invoice data and includes Automated 
Invoice Interface (AII) and any other 
electronic invoice authorized by CBP. 

(l) Filer. ‘‘Filer’’ means the party cer-
tifying the electronic filing of the ap-
plication for immediate delivery, entry 
or entry summary. Filer may be a 
broker or an importer of record filing 
his own entries through ABI without 
the use of a broker. 

(m) Preclassification/binding ruling 
number. ‘‘Preclassification/binding rul-
ing number’’ means the system by 
which classifications are approved and 
assigned a unique identifying number. 
This number may be transmitted as 
part of the ABI data. 

(n) Records. ‘‘Records’’ means the 
records as defined in part 163 of this 
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