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natural person (i.e., unrelated to any
business or non-profit organization he
or she may own or operate in his or her
name).

(c) Exemptions for Federal agencies.
The requirement in this part to main-
tain a current registration in the CCR
does not apply to an agency of the Fed-
eral Government that receives an
award from another agency.

(d) Other exemptions. (1) Under a con-
dition identified in paragraph (d)(2) of
this section, an agency may exempt an
entity from an applicable requirement
to obtain a DUNS number, register in
the CCR, or both.

(i) In that case, the agency must use
a generic DUNS number in data it re-
ports to USASpending.gov if reporting
for a prime award to the entity is re-
quired by the Federal Funding Ac-
countability and Transparency Act
(Pub. L. 109-282, hereafter cited as
“Transparency Act”).

(ii) Agency use of a generic DUNS
should be used rarely for prime award
reporting because it prevents prime
awardees from being able to fulfill the
subward or executive compensation re-
porting required by the Transparency
Act.

(2) The conditions under which an
agency may exempt an entity are—

(i) For any entity, if the agency de-
termines that it must protect informa-
tion about the entity from disclosure,
to avoid compromising classified infor-
mation or national security or jeopard-
izing the personal safety of the entity’s
clients.

(ii) For a foreign entity applying for
or receiving an award or subaward for
a project or program performed outside
the United States valued at less than
$25,000, if the agency deems it to be im-
practical for the entity to comply with
the requirement(s).

(3) Agencies’ use of generic DUNS
numbers, as described in paragraphs
(d)(1) and (2) of this section, should be
rare. Having a generic DUNS number
limits a recipient’s ability to use Gov-
ernmentwide systems that are needed
to comply with some reporting require-
ments.

12

2 CFR Ch. | (1-1-11 Edition)

§25.115 Deviations.

Deviations from this part require the
prior approval of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (OMB).

Subpart B—Policy

§25.200 Requirements for program an-
nouncements, regulations, and ap-
plication instructions.

(a) Each agency that awards types of
Federal financial assistance included
in the definition of “award” in §25.305
must include the requirements de-
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section
in each program announcement, regu-
lation, or other issuance containing in-
structions for applicants that either:

(1) Is issued on or after the effective
date of this part; or

(2) Has application or plan due dates
after October 1, 2010.

(b) The program announcement, reg-
ulation, or other issuance must require
each entity that applies and does not
have an exemption under §25.110 to:

(1) Be registered in the CCR prior to
submitting an application or plan;

(2) Maintain an active CCR registra-
tion with current information at all
times during which it has an active
Federal award or an application or plan
under consideration by an agency; and

(3) Provide its DUNS number in each
application or plan it submits to the
agency.

(c) For purposes of this policy:

(1) The applicant is the entity that
meets the agency’s or program’s eligi-
bility criteria and has the legal author-
ity to apply and to receive the award.
For example, if a consortium applies
for an award to be made to the consor-
tium as the recipient, the consortium
must have a DUNS number. If a consor-
tium 1is eligible to receive funding
under an agency program but the agen-
cy’s policy is to make the award to a
lead entity for the consortium, the
DUNS number of the lead entity will be
used.

(2) A “program announcement” is any
paper or electronic issuance that an



OMB Guidance, Grants and Agreements

agency uses to announce a funding op-
portunity, whether it is called a “pro-
gram announcement,” “notice of fund-
ing availability,” “broad agency an-

nouncement,” “research  announce-
ment,” “solicitation,” or some other
term.

(3) To remain registered in the CCR
database after the initial registration,
the applicant is required to review and
update on an annual basis from the
date of initial registration or subse-
quent updates its information in the
CCR database to ensure it is current,
accurate and complete.

§25.205 Effect of noncompliance with
a requirement to obtain a DUNS
number or register in the CCR.

(a) An agency may not make an
award to an entity until the entity has
complied with the requirements de-
scribed in §25.200 to provide a valid
DUNS number and maintain an active
CCR registration with current informa-
tion (other than any requirement that
is not applicable because the entity is
exempted under §25.110).

(b) At the time an agency is ready to
make an award, if the intended recipi-
ent has not complied with an applica-
ble requirement to provide a DUNS
number or maintain an active CCR reg-
istration with current information, the
agency:

(1) May determine that the applicant
is not qualified to receive an award;
and

(2) May use that determination as a
basis for making an award to another
applicant.

§25.210 Authority to modify agency
application forms or formats.

To implement the policies in §§25.200
and 25.205, an agency may add a DUNS
number field to application forms or
formats previously approved by OMB,
without having to obtain further ap-
proval to add the field.

§25.215 Requirements for agency in-
formation systems.

Each agency that makes awards (as
defined in §25.325) must ensure that
systems processing information related
to the awards, and other systems as ap-
propriate, are able to accept and use
the DUNS number as the universal
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identifier for financial assistance appli-
cants and recipients.

§25.220 Use of award term.

(a) To accomplish the purposes de-
scribed in §25.100, an agency must in-
clude in each award (as defined in
§25.305) the award term in appendix A
to this part.

(b) An agency may use different let-
ters and numbers than those in appen-
dix A to this part to designate the
paragraphs of the award term, if nec-
essary, to conform the system of para-
graph designations with the one used
in other terms and conditions in the
agency’s awards.

Subpart C—Definitions

§25.300 Agency.

Agency means a Federal agency as de-
fined at 5 U.S.C. 551(1) and further
clarified by 5 U.S.C. 552(f).

§25.305 Award.

(a) Award, for the purposes of this
part, means an award of Federal finan-
cial assistance that a non-Federal enti-
ty described in §25.110(a) receives or ad-
ministers in the form of—

(1) A grant;

(2) A cooperative agreement (which
does not include a cooperative research
and development agreement pursuant
to the Federal Technology Transfer
Act of 1986, as amended (15 U.S.C.
3710a));

(3) A loan;

(4) A loan guarantee;

(5) A subsidy;

(6) Insurance;

(7) Food commodities;

(8) A direct appropriation;

(9) Assessed or voluntary contribu-
tions; or

(10) Any other financial assistance
transaction that authorizes the non-
Federal entity’s expenditure of Federal
funds.

(b) An Award does not include:

(1) Technical assistance, which pro-
vides services in lieu of money; and

(2) A transfer of title to Federally
owned property provided in lieu of
money, even if the award is called a
grant.
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