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PART 500 [RESERVED] 

PART 501—RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Sec. 
501.1 Definitions. 
501.2 Scope and applicability of rules; com-

position and jurisdiction of the Board. 
501.3 Notice of appeal. 
501.4 Case record; inspection; submission of 

pleadings and motions. 
501.5 Oral argument. 
501.6 Decisions and orders. 
501.7 Petition for reconsideration. 
501.8 Clerk of the Office of the Appellate 

Boards; docket of proceedings; records. 
501.9 Representation; appearances and fees. 

AUTHORITY: Federal Employees’ Compensa-
tion Act (FECA), 5 U.S.C. 8101 et seq. 

SOURCE: 73 FR 62193, Oct. 20, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 501.1 Definitions. 
(a) FECA means the Federal Employ-

ees’ Compensation Act, 5 U.S.C. 8101 et 
seq. and any statutory extension or ap-
plication thereof. 

(b) The Board means the Employees’ 
Compensation Appeals Board. 

(c) Chief Judge and Chairman of the 
Board means the Chairman of the Em-
ployees’ Compensation Appeals Board. 

(d) Judge or Alternate Judge means a 
member designated and appointed by 
the Secretary of Labor with authority 
to hear and make final decisions on ap-
peals taken from determinations and 
awards by the OWCP in claims arising 
under the FECA. 

(e) OWCP means the Office of Work-
ers’ Compensation Programs, Employ-
ment Standards Administration, U.S. 
Department of Labor. 

(f) Director means the Director of the 
Office of Workers’ Compensation Pro-
grams or a person delegated authority 
to perform the functions of the Direc-
tor. The Director of OWCP is rep-
resented before the Board by an attor-
ney designated by the Solicitor of 
Labor. 

(g) Appellant means any person ad-
versely affected by a final decision or 
order of the OWCP who files an appeal 
to the Board. 

(h) Representative means an indi-
vidual properly authorized by an Ap-
pellant in writing to act for the Appel-
lant in connection with an appeal be-
fore the Board. The Representative 

may be any individual or an attorney 
who has been admitted to practice and 
who is in good standing with any court 
of competent jurisdiction. 

(i) Decision, as prescribed by 5 U.S.C. 
8149 of the FECA, means the final de-
terminative action made by the Board 
on appeal of a claim. 

(j) Clerk or Office of the Clerk means 
the Clerk of the Office of the Appellate 
Boards. 

§ 501.2 Scope and applicability of 
rules; composition and jurisdiction 
of the Board. 

(a) The regulations in this part estab-
lish the Rules of Practice and Proce-
dure governing the operation of the 
Employees’ Compensation Appeals 
Board. 

(b) The Board consists of three per-
manent judges, one of whom is des-
ignated as Chief Judge and Chairman 
of the Board, and such alternate judges 
as are appointed by the Secretary of 
Labor. The Chief Judge is the adminis-
trative officer of the Board. The func-
tions of the Board are quasi-judicial. 
For organizational purposes, the Board 
is placed in the Office of the Secretary 
of Labor and sits in Washington, DC. 

(c) The Board has jurisdiction to con-
sider and decide appeals from final de-
cisions of OWCP in any case arising 
under the FECA. The Board may re-
view all relevant questions of law, fact 
and exercises of discretion (or failure 
to exercise discretion) in such cases. 

(1) The Board’s review of a case is 
limited to the evidence in the case 
record that was before OWCP at the 
time of its final decision. Evidence not 
before OWCP will not be considered by 
the Board for the first time on appeal. 

(2) There will be no appeal with re-
spect to any interlocutory matter de-
cided (or not decided) by OWCP during 
the pendency of a case. 

(3) The Board and OWCP may not ex-
ercise simultaneous jurisdiction over 
the same issue in a case on appeal. Fol-
lowing the docketing of an appeal be-
fore the Board, OWCP does not retain 
jurisdiction to render a further deci-
sion regarding the issue on appeal until 
after the Board relinquishes jurisdic-
tion. 
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