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20 CFR Ch. VI (4–1–11 Edition) § 702.318 

§ 702.318 The record; what constitutes; 
nontransferability of the adminis-
trative file. 

For the purpose of any further pro-
ceedings under the Act, the formal 
record of proceedings shall consist of 
the hearing record made before the ad-
ministrative law judge (see § 702.344). 
When transferring the case for hearing 
pursuant to § 702.317, the district direc-
tor shall not transfer the administra-
tive file under any circumstances. 

§ 702.319 Obtaining documents from 
the administrative file for reintro-
duction at formal hearings. 

Whenever any party considers any 
document in the administrative file es-
sential to any further proceedings 
under the Act, it is the responsibility 
of such party to obtain such document 
from the district director and reintro-
duce it for the record before the admin-
istrative law judge. The type of docu-
ment that may be obtained shall be 
limited to documents previously sub-
mitted to the district director, includ-
ing documents or forms with respect to 
notices, claims, controversions, con-
tests, progress reports, medical serv-
ices or supplies, etc. The work products 
of the district director or his staff shall 
not be subject to retrieval. The proce-
dure for obtaining documents shall be 
for the requesting party to inform the 
district director in writing of the docu-
ments he wishes to obtain, specifying 
them with particularity. Upon receipt, 
the district director shall cause copies 
of the requested documents to be made 
and then: 

(a) Place the copies in the file to-
gether with the letter of request, and 
(b) promptly forward the originals to 
the requesting party. The handling of 
multiple requests for the same docu-
ment shall be within the discretion of 
the district director and with the co-
operation of the requesting parties. 

SPECIAL FUND 

§ 702.321 Procedures for determining 
applicability of section 8(f) of the 
Act. 

(a) Application: filing, service, contents. 
(1) An employer or insurance carrier 
which seeks to invoke the provisions of 
section 8(f) of the Act must request 

limitation of its liability and file, in 
duplicate, with the district director a 
fully documented application. A fully 
documented application shall contain 
the following information: (i) A spe-
cific description of the pre-existing 
condition relied upon as constituting 
an existing permanent partial dis-
ability; (ii) the reasons for believing 
that the claimant’s permanent dis-
ability after the injury would be less 
were it not for the pre-existing perma-
nent partial disability or that the 
death would not have ensued but for 
that disability. These reasons must be 
supported by medical evidence as speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(1)(iv) of this sec-
tion; (iii) the basis for the assertion 
that the pre-existing condition relied 
upon was manifest in the employer; 
and (iv) documentary medical evidence 
relied upon in support of the request 
for section 8(f) relief. This medical evi-
dence shall include, but not be limited 
to, a current medical report estab-
lishing the extent of all impairments 
and the date of maximum medical im-
provement. If the claimant has already 
reached maximum medical improve-
ment, a report prepared at that time 
will satisfy the requirement for a cur-
rent medical report. If the current dis-
ability is total, the medical report 
must explain why the disability is not 
due solely to the second injury. If the 
current disability is partial, the med-
ical report must explain why the dis-
ability is not due solely to the second 
injury and why the resulting disability 
is materially and substantially greater 
than that which would have resulted 
from the subsequent injury alone. If 
the injury is loss of hearing, the pre-ex-
isting hearing loss must be documented 
by an audiogram which complies with 
the requirements of § 702.441. If the 
claim is for survivor’s benefits, the 
medical report must establish that the 
death was not due solely to the second 
injury. Any other evidence considered 
necessary for consideration of the re-
quest for section 8(f) relief must be sub-
mitted when requested by the district 
director or Director. 

(2) If claim is being paid by the spe-
cial fund and the claimant dies, an em-
ployer need not reapply for section 8(f) 
relief. However, survivor benefits will 
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