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rooms, community rooms, day care 
centers, hallways, stairwells, and other 
common areas. 

(b) Acceptability criteria. (1) The 
smoke detector for each individual 
unit must be located, to the extent 
practicable, in a hallway adjacent to 
the bedroom or bedrooms. In units oc-
cupied by hearing-impaired residents, 
hard-wired smoke detectors must be 
connected to an alarm system designed 
for hearing-impaired persons and in-
stalled in the bedroom or bedrooms oc-
cupied by the hearing-impaired resi-
dents. Individual units that are jointly 
occupied by both hearing and hearing- 
impaired residents must be equipped 
with both audible and visual types of 
alarm devices. 

(2) If needed, battery-operated smoke 
detectors, except in units occupied by 
hearing-impaired residents, may be in-
stalled as a temporary measure where 
no detectors are present in a unit. 
Temporary battery-operated smoke de-
tectors must be replaced with hard- 
wired electric smoke detectors in the 
normal course of a PHA’s planned 
CIAP or CGP program to meet the re-
quired HUD Modernization Standards 
or state or local codes, whichever 
standard is stricter. Smoke detectors 
for units occupied by hearing-impaired 
residents must be installed in accord-
ance with the acceptability criteria in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section. 

(c) Funding. PHAs shall use operating 
funds to provide battery-operated 
smoke detectors in units that do not 
have any smoke detector in place. If 
operating funds or reserves are insuffi-
cient to accomplish this, PHAs may 
apply for emergency CIAP funding. The 
PHAs may apply for CIAP or CGP 
funds to replace battery-operated 
smoke detectors with hard-wired 
smoke detectors in the normal course 
of a planned modernization program. 
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§ 966.1 Purpose and applicability. 
(a) This part is applicable to public 

housing. 
(b) Subpart A of this part prescribes 

the provisions that must be incor-
porated in leases for public housing 
dwelling units. 

(c) Subpart B of this part prescribes 
public housing grievance hearing re-
quirements. 

[66 FR 28802, May 24, 2001] 

§ 966.2 Definitions. 
The following terms are defined in 

part 5, subpart A of this title: 1937 Act, 
covered person, drug, drug-related crimi-
nal activity, federally assisted housing, 
guest, household, HUD, other person 
under the tenant’s control, public hous-
ing, premises, public housing agency, Sec-
tion 8, violent criminal activity. 

[66 FR 28802, May 24, 2001] 

§ 966.3 Tenants’ opportunity for com-
ment. 

Each PHA shall provide at least 30 
days notice to tenants and resident or-
ganizations setting forth proposed 
changes in the lease form used by the 
PHA, and providing an opportunity to 
present written comments. Subject to 
requirements of this rule, comments 
submitted shall be considered by the 
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PHA before formal adoption of any new 
lease form. 

[56 FR 51576, Oct. 11, 1991] 

§ 966.4 Lease requirements. 
A lease shall be entered into between 

the PHA and each tenant of a dwelling 
unit which shall contain the provisions 
described hereinafter. 

(a) Parties, dwelling unit and term. (1) 
The lease shall state: 

(i) The names of the PHA and the 
tenant; 

(ii) The unit rented (address, apart-
ment number, and any other informa-
tion needed to identify the dwelling 
unit); 

(iii) The term of the lease (lease term 
and renewal in accordance with para-
graph (a)(2) of this section); 

(iv) A statement of what utilities, 
services, and equipment are to be sup-
plied by the PHA without additional 
cost, and what utilities and appliances 
are to be paid for by the tenant; 

(v) The composition of the household 
as approved by the PHA (family mem-
bers and any PHA-approved live-in 
aide). The family must promptly in-
form the PHA of the birth, adoption, or 
court-awarded custody of a child. The 
family must request PHA approval to 
add any other family member as an oc-
cupant of the unit; 

(vi) HUD’s regulations in 24 CFR part 
5, subpart L, apply, if a current or fu-
ture tenant is or becomes a victim of 
domestic violence, dating violence, or 
stalking, as provided in 24 CFR part 5, 
subpart L. 

(2) Lease term and renewal. (i) The 
lease shall have a twelve month term. 
Except as provided in paragraph 
(a)(2)(ii) of this section, the lease term 
must be automatically renewed for the 
same period. 

(ii) The PHA may not renew the lease 
if the family has violated the require-
ment for resident performance of com-
munity service or participation in an 
economic self-sufficiency program in 
accordance with part 960, subpart F of 
this chapter. 

(iii) At any time, the PHA may ter-
minate the tenancy in accordance with 
§ 966.4(l). 

(3) Execution and modification. The 
lease must be executed by the tenant 
and the PHA, except for automatic re-

newals of a lease. The lease may modi-
fied at any time by written agreement 
of the tenant and the PHA. 

(b) Payments due under the lease—(1) 
Tenant rent. (i) The tenant shall pay 
the amount of the monthly tenant rent 
determined by the PHA in accordance 
with HUD regulations and other re-
quirements. The amount of the tenant 
rent is subject to change in accordance 
with HUD requirements. 

(ii) The lease shall specify the initial 
amount of the tenant rent at the begin-
ning of the initial lease term. The PHA 
shall give the tenant written notice 
stating any change in the amount of 
tenant rent, and when the change is ef-
fective. 

(2) PHA charges. The lease shall pro-
vide for charges to the tenant for main-
tenance and repair beyond normal wear 
and tear and for consumption of excess 
utilities. The lease shall state the basis 
for the determination of such charges 
(e.g., by a posted schedule of charges 
for repair, amounts charged for utility 
consumption in excess of the allowance 
stated in the lease, etc.). The imposi-
tion of charges for consumption of ex-
cess utilities is permissible only if such 
charges are determined by an indi-
vidual check meter servicing the leased 
unit or result from the use of major 
tenant-supplied appliances. 

(3) Late payment penalties. At the op-
tion of the PHA, the lease may provide 
for payment of penalties for late pay-
ment. 

(4) When charges are due. The lease 
shall provide that charges assessed 
under paragraph (b) (2) and (3) of this 
section shall not be due and collectible 
until two weeks after the PHA gives 
written notice of the charges. Such no-
tice constitutes a notice of adverse ac-
tion, and must meet the requirements 
governing a notice of adverse action 
(see § 966.4(e)(8)). 

(5) Security deposits. At the option of 
the PHA, the lease may provide for se-
curity deposits which shall not exceed 
one month’s rent or such reasonable 
fixed amount as may be required by the 
PHA. Provision may be made for grad-
ual accumulation of the security de-
posit by the tenant. Subject to applica-
ble laws, interest earned on security 
deposits may be refunded to the tenant 
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