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Example. The Commissioner has authorized 
the Internal Revenue Service Center, Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania (for all purposes ex-
cept venue), to receive Form 1120. Except for 
that authorization, A, a corporation with its 
principal place of business in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, is required to file its Form 
1120 for Year X with the Internal Revenue 
Service Center, Atlanta, Georgia. In addi-
tion, A may file an election to defer develop-
ment expenditures paid or incurred in Year 
X. Under § 1.616–2(e)(2) and applicable pub-
lished guidance (in this case Notice 2003–19 
(2003–1 C.B. 703)) that statement of election 
must be filed with the service center that 
serves A’s principal place of business where 
A filed its income tax return. A may make 
that election on its income tax return or by 
filing it separately. Under paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section, A may send its Form 1120 to ei-
ther the Internal Revenue Service Center, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, or to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service Center, Atlanta, Geor-
gia. If A files its statement of election sepa-
rately from its income tax return for Year X, 
then the statement of election is not a prop-
er attachment to A’s income tax return and 
A should send the statement of election to 
the Internal Revenue Service Center, At-
lanta, Georgia (with which A must, without 
regard to paragraph (a)(2) of this section, file 
its income tax return), no later than the 
time prescribed for filing Form 1120 for Year 
X (including extensions). 

(b) Returns of officers and employees of 
the Internal Revenue Service. The Com-
missioner may require any officer or 
employee of the Internal Revenue 
Service to file his income tax return in 
any Internal Revenue Service office se-
lected by the Commissioner. 

(c) Residents of Guam. Income tax re-
turns of an individual citizen of the 
United States who is a resident of 
Guam shall be filed with Guam, as pro-
vided in paragraph (b)(1) of § 1.935–1. 

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 12108, Nov. 26, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6793, 30 FR 704, Jan. 22, 1965; 
T.D. 7385, 40 FR 50264, Oct. 29, 1975; T.D. 9156, 
69 FR 55744, Sept. 16, 2004] 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

§ 1.6102–1 Computations on returns or 
other documents. 

For provisions with respect to the 
rounding off to whole-dollar amounts 
of money items on returns and accom-
panying schedules, see § 301.6102–1 of 
this chapter (Regulations on Procedure 
and Administration). 

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 12137, Nov. 26, 1960] 

§ 1.6107–1 Tax return preparer must 
furnish copy of return or claim for 
refund to taxpayer and must retain 
a copy or record. 

(a) Furnishing copy to taxpayer—(1) A 
person who is a signing tax return pre-
parer of any return of tax or claim for 
refund of tax under the Internal Rev-
enue Code shall furnish a completed 
copy of the return or claim for refund 
to the taxpayer (or nontaxable entity) 
not later than the time the return or 
claim for refund is presented for the 
signature of the taxpayer (or non-
taxable entity). The signing tax return 
preparer may, at its option, request a 
receipt or other evidence from the tax-
payer (or nontaxable entity) sufficient 
to show satisfaction of the requirement 
of this paragraph (a). 

(2) The tax return preparer must pro-
vide a complete copy of the return or 
claim for refund filed with the IRS to 
the taxpayer in any media, including 
electronic media, that is acceptable to 
both the taxpayer and the tax return 
preparer. In the case of an electroni-
cally filed return, a complete copy of a 
taxpayer’s return or claim for refund 
consists of the electronic portion of the 
return or claim for refund, including 
all schedules, forms, pdf attachments, 
and jurats, that was filed with the IRS. 
The copy provided to the taxpayer 
must include all information sub-
mitted to the IRS to enable the tax-
payer to determine what schedules, 
forms, electronic files, and other sup-
porting materials have been filed with 
the return. The copy, however, need 
not contain the identification number 
of the paid tax return preparer. The 
electronic portion of the return or 
claim for refund may be contained on a 
replica of an official form or on an un-
official form. On an unofficial form, 
however, data entries must reference 
the line numbers or descriptions on an 
official form. 

(3) For electronically filed Forms 
1040EZ, ‘‘Income Tax Return for Single 
Filers and Joint Filers With No De-
pendents,’’ and Form 1040A, ‘‘U.S. Indi-
vidual Income Tax Return,’’ filed for 
the 2009, 2010 and 2011 taxable years, 
the information may be provided on a 
replica of a Form 1040, ‘‘U.S. Individual 
Income Tax Return’’, that provides all 
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of the information. For other electroni-
cally filed returns, the information 
may be provided on a replica of an offi-
cial form that provides all of the infor-
mation. 

(b) Copy or record to be retained. (1) A 
person who is a signing tax return pre-
parer of any return or claim for refund 
shall— 

(i)(A) Retain a completed copy of the 
return or claim for refund; or 

(B) Retain a record, by list, card file, 
or otherwise of the name, taxpayer 
identification number, and taxable 
year of the taxpayer (or nontaxable en-
tity) for whom the return or claim for 
refund was prepared, and the type of 
return or claim for refund prepared; 

(ii) Retain a record, by retention of a 
copy of the return or claim for refund, 
maintenance of a list, card file, or oth-
erwise, for each return or claim for re-
fund presented to the taxpayer (or non-
taxable entity), of the name of the in-
dividual tax return preparer required 
to sign the return or claim for refund 
pursuant to § 1.6695–1(b); and 

(iii) Make the copy or record of re-
turns and claims for refund and record 
of the individuals required to sign 
available for inspection upon request 
by the Commissioner. 

(2) The material described in this 
paragraph (b) shall be retained and 
kept available for inspection for the 3- 
year period following the close of the 
return period during which the return 
or claim for refund was presented for 
signature to the taxpayer (or non-
taxable entity). In the case of a return 
that becomes due (with extensions, if 
any) during a return period following 
the return period during which the re-
turn was presented for signature, the 
material shall be retained and kept 
available for inspection for the 3-year 
period following the close of the later 
return period in which the return be-
came due. For the definition of ‘‘return 
period,’’ see section 6060(c). If the per-
son subject to the record retention re-
quirement of this paragraph (b) is a 
corporation or a partnership that is 
dissolved before completion of the 3- 
year period, then all persons who are 
responsible for the winding up of the 
affairs of the corporation or partner-
ship under state law shall be subject, 
on behalf of the corporation or partner-

ship, to these record retention require-
ments until completion of the 3-year 
period. If state law does not specify 
any person or persons as responsible 
for winding up, then, collectively, the 
directors or general partners shall be 
subject, on behalf of the corporation or 
partnership, to the record retention re-
quirements of this paragraph (b). For 
purposes of the penalty imposed by sec-
tion 6695(d), such designated persons 
shall be deemed to be the tax return 
preparer and will be jointly and sever-
ally liable for each failure. 

(c) Tax return preparer. For the defini-
tion of ‘‘signing tax return preparer,’’ 
see § 301.7701–15(b)(1) of this chapter. 
For purposes of applying this section, a 
corporation, partnership or other orga-
nization that employs a signing tax re-
turn preparer to prepare for compensa-
tion (or in which a signing tax return 
preparer is compensated as a partner or 
member to prepare) a return of tax or 
claim for refund shall be treated as the 
sole signing tax return preparer. 

(d) Penalties. (1) For the civil penalty 
for failure to furnish a copy of the re-
turn or claim for refund to the tax-
payers (or nontaxable entity) as re-
quired under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, see section 6695(a) and § 1.6695– 
1(a). 

(2) For the civil penalty for failure to 
retain a copy of the return or claim for 
refund, or to retain a record as re-
quired under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, see section 6695(d) and § 1.6695– 
1(d). 

(e) Effective/applicability date. This 
section is applicable to returns and 
claims for refund filed after December 
31, 2008. 

[T.D. 9436, 73 FR 78438, Dec. 22, 2008, as 
amended at 74 FR 5104, Jan. 29, 2009] 

§ 1.6107–2 Form and manner of fur-
nishing copy of return and retain-
ing copy or record. 

(a) In general. The Commissioner may 
prescribe the form and manner of satis-
fying the requirements imposed by sec-
tion 6107(a) and (b) and § 1.6107–1(a) and 
(b) in forms, instructions, or other ap-
propriate guidance (see § 601.601(d)(2) of 
this chapter). 

(b) Effective date. To the extent this 
section relates to section 6107(a) and 
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§ 1.6107–1(a), it applies to income tax re-
turns and claims for refund presented 
to a taxpayer for signature after De-
cember 31, 2002. To the extent this sec-
tion relates to section 6107(b) and 
§ 1.6107–1(b), it applies after December 
31, 2002, to returns and claims for re-
fund for which the 3-year period de-
scribed in section 6107(b) expires after 
December 31, 2002. 

[T.D. 9119, 69 FR 15249, Mar. 25, 2004] 

§ 1.6109–1 Identifying numbers. 
(a) Information to be furnished after 

April 15, 1974. For provisions concerning 
the requesting and furnishing of identi-
fying numbers with respect to returns, 
statements, and other documents 
which must be filed after April 15, 1974, 
see § 301.6109–1 of this chapter (Regula-
tions on Procedure and Administra-
tion). 

(b) Information to be furnished before 
April 15, 1974. For provisions concerning 
the requesting and furnishing of identi-
fying numbers with respect to returns, 
statements, and other documents 
which must be filed before April 16, 
1974, see 26 CFR § 1.6109–1 (revised as of 
April 1, 1973). 

[T.D. 7306, 39 FR 9946, Mar. 15, 1974; 39 FR 
11080, Mar. 25, 1974] 

§ 1.6109–2 Tax return preparers fur-
nishing identifying numbers for re-
turns or claims for refund and re-
lated requirements. 

(a) Furnishing identifying number. (1) 
Each filed return of tax or claim for re-
fund of tax under the Internal Revenue 
Code prepared by one or more tax re-
turn preparers must include the identi-
fying number of the tax return pre-
parer required by § 1.6695–1(b) to sign 
the return or claim for refund. In addi-
tion, if there is an employment ar-
rangement or association between the 
individual tax return preparer and an-
other person (except to the extent the 
return prepared is for the person), the 
identifying number of the other person 
must also appear on the filed return or 
claim for refund. For the definition of 
the term ‘‘tax return preparer,’’ see 
section 7701(a)(36) and § 301.7701–15 of 
this chapter. 

(2)(i) For tax returns or claims for re-
fund filed on or before December 31, 
2010, the identifying number of an indi-

vidual tax return preparer is that indi-
vidual’s social security number or such 
alternative number as may be pre-
scribed by the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice in forms, instructions, or other ap-
propriate guidance. 

(ii) For tax returns or claims for re-
fund filed after December 31, 2010, the 
identifying number of a tax return pre-
parer is the individual’s preparer tax 
identification number or such other 
number prescribed by the Internal Rev-
enue Service in forms, instructions, or 
other appropriate guidance. 

(3) The identifying number of a per-
son (whether an individual or entity) 
who employs or associates with an in-
dividual tax return preparer described 
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section to 
prepare the return or claim for refund 
(other than a return prepared for the 
person) is the person’s employer identi-
fication number. 

(b) and (c) [Reserved]. For further 
guidance, see § 1.6109–2A(b) and (c). 

(d) Beginning after December 31, 2010, 
all tax return preparers must have a 
preparer tax identification number or 
other prescribed identifying number 
that was applied for and received at the 
time and in the manner, including the 
payment of a user fee, as may be pre-
scribed by the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice in forms, instructions, or other ap-
propriate guidance. Except as provided 
in paragraph (h) of this section, begin-
ning after December 31, 2010, to obtain 
a preparer tax identification number or 
other prescribed identifying number, a 
tax return preparer must be an attor-
ney, certified public accountant, en-
rolled agent, or registered tax return 
preparer authorized to practice before 
the Internal Revenue Service under 31 
U.S.C. 330 and the regulations there-
under. 

(e) The Internal Revenue Service 
may designate an expiration date for 
any preparer tax identification number 
or other prescribed identifying number 
and may further prescribe the time and 
manner for renewing a preparer tax 
identification number or other pre-
scribed identifying number, including 
the payment of a user fee, as set forth 
in forms, instructions, or other appro-
priate guidance. The Internal Revenue 
Service may provide that any identi-
fying number issued by the Internal 
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Revenue Service prior to the effective 
date of this regulation will expire on 
December 31, 2010, unless properly re-
newed as set forth in forms, instruc-
tions, or other appropriate guidance, 
including these regulations. 

(f) As may be prescribed in forms, in-
structions, or other appropriate guid-
ance, the IRS may conduct a Federal 
tax compliance check on a tax return 
preparer who applies for or renews a 
preparer tax identification number or 
other prescribed identifying number. 

(g) Only for purposes of paragraphs 
(d), (e), and (f) of this section, the term 
tax return preparer means any indi-
vidual who is compensated for pre-
paring, or assisting in the preparation 
of, all or substantially all of a tax re-
turn or claim for refund of tax. Factors 
to consider in determining whether an 
individual is a tax return preparer 
under this paragraph (g) include, but 
are not limited to, the complexity of 
the work performed by the individual 
relative to the overall complexity of 
the tax return or claim for refund of 
tax; the amount of the items of in-
come, deductions, or losses attrib-
utable to the work performed by the 
individual relative to the total amount 
of income, deductions, or losses re-
quired to be correctly reported on the 
tax return or claim for refund of tax; 
and the amount of tax or credit attrib-
utable to the work performed by the 
individual relative to the total tax li-
ability required to be correctly re-
ported on the tax return or claim for 
refund of tax. The preparation of a 
form, statement, or schedule, such as 
Schedule EIC (Form 1040), ‘‘Earned In-
come Credit,’’ may constitute the prep-
aration of all or substantially all of a 
tax return or claim for refund based on 
the application of the foregoing fac-
tors. A tax return preparer does not in-
clude an individual who is not other-
wise a tax return preparer as that term 
is defined in § 301.7701–15(b)(2), or who is 
an individual described in § 301.7701– 
15(f). The provisions of this paragraph 
(g) are illustrated by the following ex-
amples: 

Example 1. Employee A, an individual em-
ployed by Tax Return Preparer B, assists 
Tax Return Preparer B in answering tele-
phone calls, making copies, inputting client 
tax information gathered by B into the data 

fields of tax preparation software on a com-
puter, and using the computer to file elec-
tronic returns of tax prepared by B. Al-
though Employee A must exercise judgment 
regarding which data fields in the tax prepa-
ration software to use, A does not exercise 
any discretion or independent judgment as 
to the clients’ underlying tax positions. Em-
ployee A, therefore, merely provides clerical 
assistance or incidental services and is not a 
tax return preparer required to apply for a 
PTIN or other identifying number as the In-
ternal Revenue Service may prescribe in 
forms, instructions, or other appropriate 
guidance. 

Example 2. The facts are the same as in Ex-
ample 1, except that Employee A also inter-
views B’s clients and obtains from them in-
formation needed for the preparation of tax 
returns. Employee A determines the amount 
and character of entries on the returns and 
whether the information provided is suffi-
cient for purposes of preparing the returns. 
For at least some of B’s clients, A obtains in-
formation and makes determinations that 
constitute all or substantially all of the tax 
return. Employee A is a tax return preparer 
required to apply for a PTIN or other identi-
fying number as the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice may prescribe in forms, instructions, or 
other appropriate guidance. Employee A is a 
tax return preparer even if Employee A re-
lies on tax preparation software to prepare 
the return. 

Example 3. C is an employee of a firm that 
prepares tax returns and claims for refund of 
tax for compensation. C is responsible for 
preparing a Form 1040, ‘‘U.S. Individual In-
come Tax Return,’’ for a client. C obtains 
the information necessary for the prepara-
tion of the tax return during a meeting with 
the client, and makes determinations with 
respect to the proper application of the tax 
laws to the information in order to deter-
mine the client’s tax liability. C completes 
the tax return and sends the completed re-
turn to employee D, who reviews the return 
for accuracy before signing it. Both C and D 
are tax return preparers required to apply 
for a PTIN or other identifying number as 
the Internal Revenue Service may prescribe 
in forms, instructions, or other appropriate 
guidance. 

Example 4. E is an employee at a firm 
which prepares tax returns and claims for re-
fund of tax for compensation. The firm is en-
gaged by a corporation to prepare its Federal 
income tax return on Form 1120, ‘‘U.S. Cor-
poration Income Tax Return.’’ Among the 
documentation that the corporation provides 
to E in connection with the preparation of 
the tax return is documentation relating to 
the corporation’s potential eligibility to 
claim a recently enacted tax credit for the 
taxable year. In preparing the return, and 
specifically for purposes of the new tax cred-
it, E (with the corporation’s consent) obtains 
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advice from F, a subject matter expert on 
this and similar credits. F advises E as to 
the corporation’s entitlement to the credit 
and provides his calculation of the amount of 
the credit. Based on this advice from F, E 
prepares the corporation’s Form 1120 claim-
ing the tax credit in the amount rec-
ommended by F. The additional credit is one 
of many tax credits and deductions claimed 
on the tax return, and determining the cred-
it amount does not constitute preparation of 
all or substantially all of the corporation’s 
tax return under this paragraph (g). F will 
not be considered to have prepared all or 
substantially all of the corporation’s tax re-
turn, and F is not a tax return preparer re-
quired to apply for a PTIN or other identi-
fying number as the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice may prescribe in forms, instructions, or 
other appropriate guidance. The analysis is 
the same whether or not the tax credit is a 
substantial portion of the return under 
§ 301.7701–15 of this chapter (as opposed to 
substantially all of the return), and whether 
or not F is in the same firm with E. E is a 
tax return preparer required to apply for a 
PTIN or other identifying number as the In-
ternal Revenue Service may prescribe in 
forms, instructions, or other appropriate 
guidance. 

(h) The Internal Revenue Service, 
through forms, instructions, or other 
appropriate guidance, may prescribe 
exceptions to the requirements of this 
section, including the requirement that 
an individual be authorized to practice 
before the Internal Revenue Service be-
fore receiving a preparer tax identifica-
tion number or other prescribed identi-
fying number, as necessary in the in-
terest of effective tax administration. 
The Internal Revenue Service, through 
other appropriate guidance, may also 
specify specific returns, schedules, and 
other forms that qualify as tax returns 
or claims for refund for purposes of 
these regulations. 

(i) Effective/applicability date. Para-
graph (a)(1) of this section is applicable 
to tax returns and claims for refund 
filed after December 31, 2008. Paragraph 
(a)(2)(i) of this section is applicable to 
tax returns and claims for refund filed 
on or before December 31, 2010. Para-
graph (a)(2)(ii) of this section is appli-
cable to tax returns and claims for re-
fund filed after December 31, 2010. 
Paragraph (d) of this section is applica-
ble to tax return preparers after De-
cember 31, 2010. Paragraphs (e) through 

(h) of this section are effective after 
September 30, 2010. 

[T.D. 9014, 67 FR 52863, Aug. 14, 2002, as 
amended by T.D. 9436, 73 FR 78439, Dec. 22, 
2008; T.D. 9501, 75 FR 60315, Sept. 30, 2010] 

§ 1.6115–1 Disclosure requirements for 
quid pro quo contributions. 

(a) Good faith estimate defined—(1) In 
general. A good faith estimate of the 
value of goods or services provided by 
an organization described in section 
170(c) in consideration for a taxpayer’s 
payment to that organization is an es-
timate of the fair market value, within 
the meaning of § 1.170A–1(c)(2), of the 
goods or services. The organization 
may use any reasonable methodology 
in making a good faith estimate, pro-
vided it applies the methodology in 
good faith. If the organization fails to 
apply the methodology in good faith, 
the organization will be treated as not 
having met the requirements of section 
6115. See section 6714 for the penalties 
that apply for failure to meet the re-
quirements of section 6115. 

(2) Good faith estimate for goods or 
services that are not commercially avail-
able. A good faith estimate of the value 
of goods or services that are not gen-
erally available in a commercial trans-
action may be determined by reference 
to the fair market value of similar or 
comparable goods or services. Goods or 
services may be similar or comparable 
even though they do not have the 
unique qualities of the goods or serv-
ices that are being valued. 

(3) Examples. The following examples 
illustrate the rules of this paragraph 
(a). 

Example 1. Facility not available on a com-
mercial basis. Museum M, an organization de-
scribed in section 170(c), is located in Com-
munity N. In return for a payment of $50,000 
or more, M allows a donor to hold a private 
event in a room located in M. Private events 
other than those held by such donors are not 
permitted to be held in M. In Community N, 
there are four hotels, O, P, Q, and R, that 
have ballrooms with the same capacity as 
the room in M. Of these hotels, only O and P 
have ballrooms that offer amenities and at-
mosphere that are similar to the amenities 
and atmosphere of the room in M (although 
O and P lack the unique collection of art 
that is displayed in the room in M). Because 
the capacity, amenities, and atmosphere of 
ballrooms in O and P are comparable to the 
capacity, amenities, and atmosphere of the 
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room in M, a good faith estimate of the bene-
fits received from M may be determined by 
reference to the cost of renting either the 
ballroom in O or the ballroom in P. The cost 
of renting the ballroom in O is $2500 and, 
therefore, a good faith estimate of the fair 
market value of the right to host a private 
event in the room at M is $2500. In this exam-
ple, the ballrooms in O and P are considered 
similar and comparable facilities to the 
room in M for valuation purposes, notwith-
standing the fact that the room in M dis-
plays a unique collection of art. 

Example 2. Services available on a commercial 
basis. Charity S is an organization described 
in section 170(c). S offers to provide a one- 
hour tennis lesson with Tennis Professional 
T in return for the first payment of $500 or 
more that it receives. T provides one-hour 
tennis lessons on a commercial basis for $100. 
Taxpayer pays $500 to S and in return re-
ceives the tennis lesson with T. A good faith 
estimate of the fair market value of the les-
son provided in exchange for Taxpayer’s pay-
ment is $100. 

Example 3. Celebrity presence. Charity U is 
an organization described in section 170(c). 
In return for the first payment of $1000 or 
more that it receives, U will provide a dinner 
for two followed by an evening tour of Mu-
seum V conducted by Artist W, whose most 
recent works are on display at V. W does not 
provide tours of V on a commercial basis. 
Typically, tours of V are free to the public. 
Taxpayer pays $1000 to U and in return re-
ceives a dinner valued at $100 and an evening 
tour of V conducted by W. Because tours of 
V are typically free to the public, a good 
faith estimate of the value of the evening 
tour conducted by W is $0. In this example, 
the fact that Taxpayer’s tour of V is con-
ducted by W rather than V’s regular tour 
guides does not render the tours dissimilar 
or incomparable for valuation purposes. 

(b) Certain goods or services dis-
regarded. For purposes of section 6115, 
an organization described in section 
170(c) may disregard goods or services 
described in § 1.170A–13(f)(8)(i). 

(c) Value of the right to purchase tick-
ets to college or university athletic events. 
For purposes of section 6115, the right 
to purchase tickets for seating at an 
athletic event in exchange for a pay-
ment described in section 170(l) is 
treated as having a value equal to 
twenty percent of such payment. 

(d) Goods or services provided to em-
ployees or partners of donors—(1) Certain 
goods or services disregarded. For pur-
poses of section 6115, goods or services 
provided by an organization described 
in section 170(c) to employees of a 
donor or to partners of a partnership 

that is a donor in return for a payment 
to the donee organization may be dis-
regarded to the extent that the goods 
or services provided to each employee 
or partner are the same as those de-
scribed in § 1.170A–13(f)(8)(i). 

(2) Description permitted in lieu of good 
faith estimate for other goods or services. 
The written disclosure statement re-
quired by section 6115 may include a 
description of goods or services, in lieu 
of a good faith estimate of their value, 
if the donor is— 

(i) An employer and, in return for the 
donor’s quid pro quo contribution, an 
organization described in section 170(c) 
provides the donor’s employees with 
goods or services other than those de-
scribed in paragraph (d)(1) of this sec-
tion; or 

(ii) A partnership and, in return for 
its quid pro quo contribution, the orga-
nization provides partners in the part-
nership with goods or services other 
than those described in paragraph (d)(1) 
of this section. 

(e) Effective date. This section applies 
to contributions made on or after De-
cember 16, 1996. However, taxpayers 
may rely on the rules of this section 
for contributions made on or after Jan-
uary 1, 1994. 

[T.D. 8690, 61 FR 65954, Dec. 16, 1996] 

REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO RETURNS 
OR CLAIMS FOR REFUND FILED PRIOR 
TO JANUARY 1, 2000 

§ 1.6109–2A Furnishing identifying 
number of income tax return pre-
parer. 

(a) Furnishing identifying number. For 
returns or claims for refund filed prior 
to January 1, 2000, each return of tax 
under subtitle A of the Internal Rev-
enue Code or claim for refund of tax 
under subtitle A of the Internal Rev-
enue Code prepared by one or more in-
come tax return preparers must bear 
the identifying number of the preparer 
required by § 1.6695–1(b) to sign the re-
turn or claim for refund. In addition, it 
there is a partnership or employment 
arrangement between two or more pre-
parers, the identifying number of the 
partnership or the person who employs 
(or engages) one or more other persons 
to prepare for compensation the return 
or claim for refund shall also appear on 
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