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Internal Revenue Service, Treasury § 31.6091–1 

of time in which to file the Social Se-
curity Administration copy of Forms 
W-2 and the accompanying transmittal 
form which constitutes an information 
return under § 31.6051–2(a). For further 
guidance regarding extensions of time 
to file the Social Security Administra-
tion copy of Forms W-2 and W-3, see 
§ 1.6081–8 of this chapter. 

(ii) Automatic Extension of Time. The 
Commissioner may, in appropriate 
cases, publish procedures for automatic 
extensions of time to file Forms W-2 
where the employer is required to file 
the Form W-2 on an expedited basis. 

(b) Federal Unemployment Tax Act. 
The Commissioner may, upon applica-
tion of the employer, grant a reason-
able extension of time (not to exceed 90 
days) in which to file any return re-
quired in respect of the Federal Unem-
ployment Tax Act. Any application for 
an extension of time for filing the re-
turn shall be in writing, properly 
signed by the employer or his duly au-
thorized agent. Except as provided in 
paragraph (b) of § 301.6091–1 (relating to 
hand-carried documents), each applica-
tion shall be addressed to the internal 
revenue officer with whom the em-
ployer will file the return. Each appli-
cation shall contain a full recital of 
the reasons for requesting the exten-
sion, to aid such officer in determining 
the period of the extension, if any, 
which will be granted. Such a request 
in the form of a letter to such internal 
revenue officer will suffice as an appli-
cation. The application shall be filed 
on or before the due date prescribed in 
paragraph (c) of § 31.6071(a)–1 for filing 
the return, or on or before the date pre-
scribed for filing the return in any 
prior extension granted. An extension 
of time for filing a return does not op-
erate to extend the time for payment 
of the tax or any part thereof. 

(c) Duly authorized agent. In any case 
in which an employer is unable, by rea-
son of illness, absence, or other good 
cause, to sign a request for an exten-
sion, any person standing in close per-
sonal or business relationship to the 
employer may sign the request on his 
behalf, and shall be considered as a 
duly authorized agent for this purpose, 
provided the requests sets forth the 
reasons for a signature other than the 
employer’s and the relationship exist-

ing between the employer and the sign-
er. 

(d) Effective date. Paragraph (a)(2)(i) 
of this section applies to requests for 
extensions of time to file the Social Se-
curity Administration copy of Forms 
W-2 and W-3 due after December 7, 2004. 

[T.D. 6516, 25 FR 13032, Dec. 20, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6950, 33 FR 5358, Apr. 4, 1968; 
T.D. 7351, 40 FR 17146, Apr. 17, 1975; T.D. 9061, 
68 FR 34799, June 11, 2003; T.D. 9163, 69 FR 
70549 and 70550, Dec. 7, 2004] 

§ 31.6091–1 Place for filing returns. 
(a) Persons other than corporations. 

Except as provided in paragraph (c) of 
this section, the return of a person 
other than a corporation shall be filed 
with any person assigned the responsi-
bility to receive returns in the local In-
ternal Revenue Service office that 
serves the principal place of business or 
legal residence of such person. If such 
person has no principal place of busi-
ness or legal residence in any internal 
revenue district, the return shall be 
filed with the District Director at Bal-
timore, Maryland, except as provided 
in paragraph (c) of this section. 

(b) Corporations. The return of a cor-
poration shall be filed with any person 
assigned the responsibility to receive 
returns in the local Internal Revenue 
Service office that serves the principal 
place of business or principal office or 
agency of the corporation, except as 
provided in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. 

(c) Returns of taxpayers outside the 
United States. The return of a person 
(other than a corporation) outside the 
United States having no legal residence 
or principal place of business in the 
United States, or the return of a cor-
poration having no principal place of 
business or principal office or agency 
in the United States, shall be filed with 
the Internal Revenue Service, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania 19255, or as other-
wise directed in the applicable forms 
and instructions. 

(d) Returns filed with internal revenue 
service centers or Social Security Adminis-
tration office. Notwithstanding para-
graphs (a), (b), and (c) of this section, 
whenever instructions applicable to 
such returns provide that the returns 
shall be filed with an internal revenue 
service center or an office of the Social 
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Security Administration, such returns 
shall be so filed in accordance with 
such instructions. 

(e) Hand-carried returns. Except as 
provided in subparagraph (3) of this 
paragraph, and notwithstanding para-
graphs (1) and (2) of section 6091(b) and 
paragraph (d) of this section— 

(1) Persons other than corporations. Re-
turns of persons other than corpora-
tions which are filed by hand carrying 
shall be filed with any person assigned 
the responsibility to receive hand-car-
ried returns in the local Internal Rev-
enue Service office as provided in para-
graph (a) of this section. 

(2) Corporations. Returns of corpora-
tions which are filed by hand carrying 
shall be filed with any person assigned 
the responsibility to receive hand-car-
ried returns in the local Internal Rev-
enue Service office as provided in para-
graph (b) of this section. 

(3) Exceptions. This paragraph shall 
not apply to returns of— 

(i) Persons who have no legal resi-
dence, no principal place of business, 
nor principal office or agency served by 
a local Internal Revenue Service office, 

(ii) Citizens of the United States 
whose principal place of abode for the 
period with respect to which the return 
is filed is outside the United States, 

(iii) Persons who claim the benefits 
of section 911 (relating to earned in-
come from sources without the United 
States), section 922 (relating to special 
deduction for Western Hemisphere 
trade corporations), section 931 (relat-
ing to income from sources within pos-
sessions of the United States), section 
933 (relating to income from sources 
within Puerto Rico), or section 941 (re-
lating to the special deduction for 
China Trade Act corporations), and 

(iv) Nonresident alien persons and 
foreign corporations. 

(f) Permission to file in office other than 
required office. The Commissioner may 
permit the filing of any return required 
to be made under the regulations in 
this subpart in any local Internal Rev-
enue Service office, notwithstanding 
the provisions of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 6091(b) and para-
graphs (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e) of this 
section. 

(g) Returns of officers and employees of 
the Internal Revenue Service. The Com-

missioner may require any officer or 
employee of the Internal Revenue 
Service to file any return required of 
him under the regulations in this sub-
part in any local Internal Revenue 
Service office selected by the Commis-
sioner, notwithstanding the provisions 
of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
6091(b) and paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), 
and (e) of this section. 

(68A Stat. 747, 26 U.S.C. 6051; 68A Stat. 917, 26 
U.S.C. 7805) 

[T.D. 6516, 25 FR 13032, Dec. 20, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6915, 32 FR 5261, Mar. 29, 
1967; T.D. 7495, 42 FR 33727, July 1, 1977; T.D. 
7580, 43 FR 60160, Dec. 26, 1978; T.D. 9156, 69 
FR 55745, Sept. 16, 2004] 

§ 31.6101–1 Period covered by returns. 

The period covered by any return re-
quired under the regulations in this 
subpart shall be as provided in those 
provisions of the regulations under 
which the return is required to be 
made. See § 31.6011(a)–1, relating to re-
turns of taxes under the Federal Insur-
ance Contributions Act; § 31.6011(a)–2, 
relating to returns of taxes under the 
Railroad Retirement Tax Act; 
§ 31.6011(a)–3, relating to returns of tax 
under the Federal Unemployment Tax 
Act; § 31.6011(a)–4, relating to returns of 
income tax withheld under section 3402; 
and § 31.6011 (a)–5, relating to monthly 
returns of taxes under the Federal In-
surance Contributions Act and of in-
come tax withheld under section 3402. 

§ 31.6107–1 Tax return preparer must 
furnish copy of return to taxpayer 
and must retain a copy or record. 

(a) In general. A person who is a sign-
ing tax return preparer of any return 
or claim for refund of employment tax 
under chapters 21 through 25 of subtitle 
C of the Internal Revenue Code shall 
furnish a completed copy of the return 
or claim for refund to the taxpayer and 
retain a completed copy or record in 
the manner stated in § 1.6107–1 of this 
chapter. 

(b) Effective/applicability date. This 
section is applicable to returns and 
claims for refund filed after December 
31, 2008. 

[T.D. 9436, 73 FR 78453, Dec. 22, 2008] 
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