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Internal Revenue Service, Treasury § 41.4482(b)–1 

(b) Any highway motor vehicle 
which, at any time in the taxable pe-
riod, is registered both in the name of 
the owner of the vehicle and in the 
name of any other person, is consid-
ered, for purposes of the regulations in 
this part, to be registered, at such 
time, solely in the name of the owner 
of the vehicle. 

[T.D. 6216, 21 FR 9645, Dec. 6, 1956, as amend-
ed by T.D. 6743, 29 FR 7931, June 23, 1964; T.D. 
8159, 52 FR 33584, Sept. 4, 1987] 

§ 41.4482(a)–1 Definition of highway 
motor vehicle. 

(a) Highway motor vehicle. The term 
‘‘highway motor vehicle’’ means any 
vehicle that is both: 

(1) A vehicle propelled by means of 
its own motor, whether such motor is 
powered by gasoline, diesel fuel, special 
motor fuels, electricity, or otherwise, 
and 

(2) A ‘‘highway vehicle’’ as defined in 
§ 48.4061(a)–1(d) of this chapter. 

(b) Treatment of certain excluded vehi-
cles. Although trailers and semitrailers 
used in combination with highway 
trucks or truck-tractors are not vehi-
cles the use of which is subject to the 
tax imposed by section 4481(a), trailers 
and semitrailers customarily used in 
combination with highway trucks or 
truck-tractors are taken into account 
in determining the taxable gross 
weight of the highway motor vehicle 
under § 41.4482(b)–1, which is the base of 
the tax. 

[T.D. 7461, 42 FR 2671, Jan. 13, 1977, as amend-
ed by T.D. 8879, 65 FR 17153, Mar. 31, 2000] 

§ 41.4482(b)–1 Definition of taxable 
gross weight. 

(a) Actual unloaded weight—(1) In gen-
eral. Actual unloaded weight means the 
empty (or tare) weight of the truck, 
truck-tractor, or bus, fully equipped 
for service. 

(2) Trucks and truck-tractors. A truck 
or truck-tractor fully equipped for 
service includes the body (whether or 
not designed and adapted primarily for 
transporting cargo, as for example, 
concrete mixers); all accessories; all 
equipment attached to or carried on 
such truck or truck-tractor for use in 
connection with the movement of the 
vehicle by means of its own motor or 
for use in the maintenance of the vehi-

cle; and a full complement of lubri-
cants, fuel, and water. It does not in-
clude the driver, any equipment (not 
including the body) attached to or car-
ried on the vehicle for use in handling, 
protecting, or preserving cargo, or any 
special equipment (such as an air com-
pressor, crane, specialized oilfield ma-
chinery, etc.) mounted on the vehicle 
for use on construction jobs, in oilfield 
operations, etc. 

(3) Buses. A bus fully equipped for 
service includes the body; all acces-
sories; all equipment attached to or 
carried on such bus for use in connec-
tion with the movement of the vehicle 
by means of its own motor, for use in 
the maintenance of the vehicle, or for 
the accommodation of passengers or 
others (such as air conditioning equip-
ment and sanitation facilities, etc.); 
and a full complement of lubricants, 
fuel, and water. It does not include the 
driver. 

(b) Determination of taxable gross 
weight—(1) In general. The taxable gross 
weight of a highway motor vehicle is 
the sum of the actual unloaded weight 
of the vehicle fully equipped for serv-
ice, the actual unloaded weight of any 
semitrailers or trailers fully equipped 
for service customarily used in com-
bination with the vehicle, and the 
weight of the maximum load custom-
arily carried on the vehicle and on any 
semitrailers or trailers customarily 
used in combination with the vehicle. 
In the case of a highway motor vehicle 
that is registered in at least one State 
that requires a declaration of gross 
weight to be stated as a specific 
amount for any purpose (including pro-
portional or prorate registration or the 
payment of any other fees or taxes), 
the taxable gross weight of such vehi-
cle must be no less than the highest 
gross weight declaration (or combined 
gross weight declaration in the case of 
a tractor-trailer or truck-trailer com-
bination) made by the registrant in 
any State with respect to such vehicle. 
If a highway motor vehicle is reg-
istered in at least one State that re-
quires vehicles to register on the basis 
of gross weight and such vehicle is not 
registered in any State that requires a 
declaration of gross weight to be stated 
as a specific amount by the registrant, 
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