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Internal Revenue Service, Treasury § 1.186–1 

taxpayer is employed as a skilled machine 
operator in a nearby factory, for which he is 
paid approximately $8,500 per year. The farm 
has not been profitable for the past 15 years 
because of rising costs of operating farms in 
general, and because of the decline in the 
price of the produce of this farm in par-
ticular. The taxpayer consults the local 
agent of the State agricultural service from 
time to time, and the suggestions of the 
agent have generally been followed. The 
manner in which the farm is operated by the 
taxpayer is substantially similar to the man-
ner in which farms of similar size, and which 
grow similar crops in the area, are operated. 
Many of these other farms do not make prof-
its. The taxpayer does much of the required 
labor around the farm himself, such as fixing 
fences, planting crops, etc. The activity of 
farming could be found, based on all the 
facts and circumstances, to be engaged in by 
the taxpayer for profit. 

Example 5. A, an independent oil and gas 
operator, frequently engages in the activity 
of searching for oil on undeveloped and unex-
plored land which is not near proven fields. 
He does so in a manner substantially similar 
to that of others who engage in the same ac-
tivity. The chances, based on the experience 
of A and others who engaged in this activity, 
are strong that A will not find a commer-
cially profitable oil deposit when he drills on 
land not established geologically to be prov-
en oil bearing land. However, on the rare oc-
casions that these activities do result in dis-
covering a well, the operator generally real-
izes a very large return from such activity. 
Thus, there is a small chance that A will 
make a large profit from his soil exploration 
activity. Under these circumstances, A is en-
gaged in the activity of oil drilling for profit. 

Example 6. C, a chemist, is employed by a 
large chemical company and is engaged in a 
wide variety of basic research projects for 
his employer. Although he does no work for 
his employer with respect to the develop-
ment of new plastics, he has always been in-
terested in such development and has out-
fitted a workshop in his home at his own ex-
pense which he uses to experiment in the 
field. He has patented several developments 
at his own expense but as yet has realized no 
income from his inventions or from such pat-
ents. C conducts his research on a regular, 
systematic basis, incurs fees to secure con-
sultation on his projects from time to time, 
and makes extensive efforts to ‘‘market’’ his 
developments. C has devoted substantial 
time and expense in an effort to develop a 
plastic sufficiently hard, durable, and malle-
able that it could be used in lieu of sheet 
steel in many major applications, such as 
automobile bodies. Although there may be 
only a small chance that C will invent new 
plastics, the return from any such develop-
ment would be so large that it induces C to 
incur the costs of his experimental work. C 

is sufficiently qualified by his background 
that there is some reasonable basis for his 
experimental activities. C’s experimental 
work does not involve substantial personal 
or recreational aspects and is conducted in 
an effort to find practical applications for 
his work. Under these circumstances, C may 
be found to be engaged in the experimental 
activities for profit. 

[T.D. 7198, 37 FR 13683, July 13, 1972] 

§ 1.183–3 Election to postpone deter-
mination with respect to the pre-
sumption described in section 
183(d). [Reserved] 

§ 1.183–4 Taxable years affected. 
The provisions of section 183 and the 

regulations thereunder shall apply only 
with respect to taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 1969. For provisions 
applicable to prior taxable years, see 
section 270 and § 1.270–1. 

[T.D. 7198, 37 FR 13685, July 13, 1972] 

§ 1.186–1 Recoveries of damages for 
antitrust violations, etc. 

(a) Allowance of deduction. Under sec-
tion 186, when a compensatory amount 
which is included in gross income is re-
ceived or accrued during a taxable year 
for a compensable injury, a deduction 
is allowed in an amount equal to the 
lesser of (1) such compensatory 
amount, or (2) the unrecovered losses 
sustained as a result of such compen-
sable injury. 

(b) Compensable injury—(1) In general. 
For purposes of this section, the term 
compensable injury means any of the in-
juries described in subparagraph (2), 
(3), or (4) of this paragraph. 

(2) Patent infringement. An injury sus-
tained as a result of an infringement of 
a patent issued by the United States 
(whether or not issued to the taxpayer 
or another person or persons) con-
stitutes a compensable injury. The 
term patent issued by the United States 
means any patent issued or granted by 
the United States under the authority 
of the Commissioner of Patents pursu-
ant to 35 U.S.C. 153. 

(3) Breach of contract or of fiduciary 
duty or relationship. An injury sus-
tained as a result of a breach of con-
tract (including an injury sustained by 
a third party beneficiary) or a breach 
of fiduciary duty or relationship con-
stitutes a compensable injury. 
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