
752 

26 CFR Ch. I (4–1–11 Edition) § 1.274–1 

for shrinkage (whether called by depre-
ciation or any other name) in the value 
of such interest due to the lapse of 
time. In other words, the holder of such 
an interest so acquired may not set up 
the value of the expected future pay-
ments as corpus or principal and claim 
deduction for shrinkage or exhaustion 
thereof due to the passage of time. For 
the treatment generally of distribu-
tions to beneficiaries of an estate or 
trust, see Subparts A, B, C, and D (sec-
tion 641 and following), Subchapter J, 
Chapter 1 of the Code, and the regula-
tions thereunder. For basis of property 
acquired from a decedent and by gifts 
and transfers in trust, see sections 1014 
and 1015, and the regulations there-
under. 

§ 1.274–1 Disallowance of certain en-
tertainment, gift and travel ex-
penses. 

Section 274 disallows in whole, or in 
part, certain expenditures for enter-
tainment, gifts and travel which would 
otherwise be allowable under Chapter 1 
of the Code. The requirements imposed 
by section 274 are in addition to the re-
quirements for deductibility imposed 
by other provisions of the Code. If a de-
duction is claimed for an expenditure 
for entertainment, gifts, or travel, the 
taxpayer must first establish that it is 
otherwise allowable as a deduction 
under Chapter 1 of the Code before the 
provisions of section 274 become appli-
cable. An expenditure for entertain-
ment, to the extent it is lavish or ex-
travagant, shall not be allowable as a 
deduction. The taxpayer should then 
substantiate such an expenditure in ac-
cordance with the rules under section 
274(d). See § 1.274–5. Section 274 is a dis-
allowance provision exclusively, and 
does not make deductible any expense 
which is disallowed under any other 
provision of the Code. Similarly, sec-
tion 274 does not affect the 
includability of an item in, or the ex-
cludability of an item from, the gross 
income of any taxpayer. For specific 
provisions with respect to the deduct-
ibility of expenditures: for an activity 
of a type generally considered to con-
stitute entertainment, amusement, or 
recreation, and for a facility used in 
connection with such an activity, as 
well as certain travel expenses of a 

spouse, etc., see § 1.274–2; for expenses 
for gifts, see § 1.274–3; for expenses for 
foreign travel, see § 1.274–4; for expendi-
tures deductible without regard to 
business activity, see § 1.274–6; and for 
treatment of personal portion of enter-
tainment facility, see § 1.274–7. 

[T.D. 6659, 28 FR 6499, June 25, 1963, as 
amended by T.D. 8666, 61 FR 27006, May 30, 
1996] 

§ 1.274–2 Disallowance of deductions 
for certain expenses for entertain-
ment, amusement, recreation, or 
travel. 

(a) General rules—(1) Entertainment ac-
tivity. Except as provided in this sec-
tion, no deduction otherwise allowable 
under Chapter 1 of the Code shall be al-
lowed for any expenditure with respect 
to entertainment unless the taxpayer 
establishes: 

(i) That the expenditure was directly 
related to the active conduct of the 
taxpayer’s trade or business, or 

(ii) In the case of an expenditure di-
rectly preceding or following a sub-
stantial and bona fide business discus-
sion (including business meetings at a 
convention or otherwise), that the ex-
penditure was associated with the ac-
tive conduct of the taxpayer’s trade or 
business. 
Such deduction shall not exceed the 
portion of the expenditure directly re-
lated to (or in the case of an expendi-
ture described in subdivision (ii) of this 
subparagraph, the portion of the ex-
penditure associated with) the active 
conduct of the taxpayer’s trade or busi-
ness. 

(2) Entertainment facilities—(i) Expend-
itures paid or incurred after December 31, 
1978, and not with respect to a club. Ex-
cept as provided in this section with re-
spect to a club, no deduction otherwise 
allowable under chapter 1 of the Code 
shall be allowed for any expenditure 
paid or incurred after December 31, 
1978, with respect to a facility used in 
connection with entertainment. 

(ii) Expenditures paid or incurred be-
fore January 1, 1979, with respect to en-
tertainment facilities, or paid or incurred 
before January 1, 1994, with respect to 
clubs—(a) Requirements for deduction. 
Except as provided in this section, no 
deduction otherwise allowable under 
chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code 
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