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only to the persons and for the pur-
poses specified in § 1.80 of this chapter. 

(b) Bulk spirits for industrial use. If a 
proprietor withdraws spirits (other 
than alcohol or neutral spirits) from 
bond in containers holding more than 
one wine gallon for industrial use, the 
proprietor must ship or deliver the 
spirits directly to the user of the spir-
its as provided in § 1.95 of this chapter. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201) 

MARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR SPIRITS 

§ 19.482 General. 
A proprietor must mark, identify, 

and label all containers of spirits or de-
natured spirits as provided in this part. 
For information regarding liquor bot-
tle label requirements, see subpart T of 
this part and part 5 of this chapter. 

(26 U.S.C. 5204, 5206) 

§ 19.483 Specifications for marks. 
(a) Basic requirements. A proprietor 

must place the marks prescribed by 
this subpart on cases, encased con-
tainers, and packages of spirits and de-
natured spirits so that they are: 

(1) Of adequate size to be easily read; 
(2) Of a color in distinct contrast to 

the color of the background; 
(3) Legible; and 
(4) Durably affixed. 
(b) Use of labels. A proprietor may use 

labels as the means for applying pre-
scribed marks if the labels meet the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

(c) Location. A proprietor must place 
the prescribed marks on one side of the 
case or encased container, or on the 
head of the package. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.484 Marks on packages filled in 
production or storage. 

(a) Packages filled in production or 
storage. Except as otherwise provided in 
this part, a proprietor must mark 
packages of spirits filled in production 
or storage with: 

(1) The name of the producer, or the 
producer’s trade name, in accordance 
with paragraph (b) of this section; 

(2) The distilled spirits plant number 
of the producer, such as ‘‘DSP–KY– 
708’’; 

(3) The kind of spirits or, in the case 
of distillates removed under § 19.307, 
the kind of distillate such as ‘‘Grape 
Distillate’’ or ‘‘Peach Distillate’’; 

(4) The package identification num-
ber; 

(5) ‘‘BSA’’ or ‘‘OC’’ when spirits are 
treated with caramel (burnt sugar) or 
oak chips, as the case may be; 

(6) The rated capacity of the package 
in gallons shown as ‘‘RC–G’’; and 

(7) The name or trade name and the 
plant number of the packaging propri-
etor in place of the name or trade name 
and plant number of the producer if 
packages of spirits of 190° or more of 
proof are filled by a proprietor other 
than the producer. 

(b) Real or trade names. The pro-
ducer’s or other proprietor’s real name, 
or the authorized trade name used in 
accordance with § 19.94 at the time of 
production, may be placed on any 
package filled at the time of the pro-
duction gauge, or at the time of the 
original packaging of the spirits in 
wood when, as provided in § 19.305, the 
spirits were not filled into wooden 
packages at the time of production 
gauge. When spirits have been mingled 
in accordance with § 19.326, the propri-
etor may use only a producer name as-
sociated with any portion of the min-
gled spirits on packages filled with 
such mingled spirits. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.485 Package identification num-
bers in production and storage. 

(a) General. A proprietor must mark 
with a lot identification number each 
package of spirits filled during produc-
tion or storage operations. The lot 
identification number must show when 
the package was filled and must con-
sist of, in order, the following: 

(1) The last two digits of the calendar 
year; 

(2) An alphabetical designation for 
the month from ‘‘A’’ through ‘‘L’’, rep-
resenting, in order, January through 
December; 

(3) Two digits corresponding to the 
day of the month; and 

(4) When more than one lot is filled 
into packages during the same day, for 
successive lots after the first lot, a let-
ter suffix sequence starting with ‘‘A’’ 
representing the second lot, with ‘‘B’’ 
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representing the third lot, and so forth. 
For example: the first three lots filled 
into packages on January 2, 2002, would 
be identified as ‘‘02A02’’, ‘‘02A02A’’, and 
‘‘02A02B’’. 

(b) Packages constituting a lot. Pack-
ages of spirits, including any remnant 
package, received from customs cus-
tody or filled during any one day will 
receive the same lot identification 
number, subject to the following condi-
tions: 

(1) They are of the same type and ei-
ther are of the same rated capacity or 
are uniformly filled with the same 
quantity by weight or other measure-
ment method prescribed in § 19.289; 

(2) They are filled with spirits of the 
same kind and same proof; 

(3) If they are filled with mingled 
spirits, the mingling was conducted in 
accordance with § 19.326; and 

(4) In the case of spirits imported or 
brought into the United States, they 
are filled with imported spirits, Puerto 
Rican spirits or Virgin Island spirits, 
as applicable. 

(c) Serial numbers. At the time of fill-
ing, receipt on bonded premises, or 
withdrawal from bond, the appropriate 
TTB officer may require serial num-
bers on packages of spirits within the 
same lot in conjunction with the lot 
identification number. The proprietor 
must assign temporary serial numbers 
to packages for control purposes when 
they are transferred in bond in an un-
secured conveyance or gauged after 
tampering within the storage account. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.486 Change of packages in stor-
age. 

When a proprietor transfers spirits 
from one package to another as per-
mitted in § 19.325, the proprietor must 
give the new package the same pack-
age identification number and marks 
as the original package. The proprietor 
must also prepare and sign a label to be 
affixed to the head of each new pack-
age. The label must be in the following 
form: 

The spirits in this llllll [kind of 
cooperage: barrel or drum], package identi-
fication No. llll, were transferred from a 
llllll [kind of cooperage: barrel or 

drum], on lllllll [Date], lllllll 

[Proprietor] 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.487 Kind of spirits. 
(a) Designation. The designations of 

kind of spirits required for packages 
filled on bonded premises must be con-
sistent with the classes and types of 
spirits set forth in part 5 of this chap-
ter subject to the following exceptions 
or conditions: 

(1) A proprietor may designate as 
‘‘Alcohol’’ spirits distilled at more 
than 160 proof, which lack the taste, 
aroma, and other characteristics gen-
erally attributed to whisky, brandy, 
rum, or gin, and which are substan-
tially neutral in character. When alco-
hol so designated is withdrawn on de-
termination of tax, the designation 
must consist of the word ‘‘Alcohol’’ 
preceded or followed by a word or 
phrase that describes the material 
from which the alcohol was produced; 

(2) The designation for vodka, neu-
tral spirits, or gin must include a word 
or phrase that describes the material 
from which the spirits were produced; 

(3) A proprietor may designate as 
‘‘Spirits’’, preceded or followed by a 
word or phrase that describes the ma-
terial from which the spirits were pro-
duced, those distilled spirits that are 
distilled at less than 190 proof which 
lack the taste, aroma, and other char-
acteristics generally attributed to 
whisky, brandy, rum, or gin. However, 
the proprietor may not designate such 
spirits as ‘‘Spirits grain’’ or ‘‘Grain 
spirits’’; 

(4) A proprietor must designate spir-
its distilled from fruit at or above 190 
proof, if intended for use in wine pro-
duction, as ‘‘Neutral Spirits—Fruit’’, 
preceded or followed by the name of 
the fruit from which the spirits were 
produced; 

(5) A proprietor may designate as 
‘‘Whisky’’ spirits distilled at not more 
than 160 proof from a fermented mash 
of not less than 51 percent rye, corn, 
wheat, malted barley, or malted rye 
grain, packaged in reused cooperage, 
provided that the designation is fur-
ther qualified with the words ‘‘Distilled 
from rye mash’’ (or bourbon, wheat, 
malt, or rye malt mash, as the case 
may be). However, spirits designated as 
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‘‘Whisky’’ must, if distilled from a fer-
mented mash of not less than 80 per-
cent corn, carry the designation ‘‘Corn 
Whisky.’’ 

(b) Change of designation. After writ-
ten application to, and approval of, the 
appropriate TTB officer, a proprietor 
may at any time before their with-
drawal from bonded premises, change 
the original designation for spirits to a 
new designation properly describing 
the spirits in accordance with the pro-
visions of this section. 

(c) Other designations. If a proprietor 
proposes to produce spirits for which a 
designation has not been prescribed in 
this section or in part 5 of this chapter, 
the proprietor must first make written 
application to the appropriate TTB of-
ficer for a designation for such spirits, 
and the proprietor must then designate 
the spirits accordingly. 

(d) Spirits for nonindustrial use. A pro-
prietor may not treat the provisions of 
this section as constituting authoriza-
tion to apply designations to spirits 
withdrawn for nonindustrial use if 
those designations do not conform to 
the requirements of part 5 of this chap-
ter. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.488 Marks on packages filled in 
processing. 

(a) Packages filled in processing. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this part, 
a proprietor must mark packages of 
spirits filled in processing with: 

(1) The name of the processor, or the 
processor’s trade name; 

(2) The distilled spirits plant number 
of the processor, such as ‘‘DSP–KY– 
708’’; 

(3) The kind of spirits in accordance 
with § 19.487 or, in the case of an inter-
mediate product, the product name 
shown on form TTB F 5110.38, Formula 
for Distilled Spirits Under the Federal 
Alcohol Administration Act; 

(4) The serial number or lot identi-
fication number, in accordance with 
§ 19.490, and the date of filling; 

(5) The proof of the spirits; and 
(6) The serial number of the formula 

if it was manufactured under an ap-
proved formula. 

(b) Real or trade names. The propri-
etor’s real name or any trade name 
used in accordance with § 19.94 may be 

placed on any package filled with spir-
its during processing operations. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.489 Marks on cases filled in proc-
essing. 

(a) Mandatory marks. Except for cases 
marked in accordance with § 19.496, a 
proprietor must mark in accordance 
with § 19.483 the following information 
on each case of spirits filled in proc-
essing: 

(1) Serial number in accordance with 
§ 19.490; 

(2) Kind of spirits in accordance with 
the classes and types of spirits set 
forth in part 5 of this chapter; 

(3) The distilled spirits plant number 
where bottled; 

(4) Date filled; 
(5) Proof; and 
(6) Liters or proof gallons. 
(b) Export marks. In addition to the 

marks referred to in paragraph (a) of 
this section, the proprietor must in-
clude the marks required by part 28 of 
this chapter on cases removed for ex-
port, for transfer to any customs bond-
ed warehouses, for transfer to foreign 
trade zones, or for use as supplies on 
certain vessels and aircraft. 

(c) Other marks. A proprietor may in-
clude other marks on cases filled in 
processing in addition to the marks 
prescribed under this section. Any ad-
ditional marks must not interfere 
with, or detract from, the marks pre-
scribed in this section. The proprietor 
may include other marks such as: 

(1) The name or trade name, and the 
location if desired, of the bottler, dis-
played with the word ‘‘Bottler’’; 

(2) For products distilled or processed 
by the proprietor, the proprietor’s 
name or trade name, and the location 
of the distilled spirits plant, if desired, 
displayed with the words ‘‘Distiller’’ or 
‘‘Processor’’, as applicable; 

(3) For products imported and bottled 
by the proprietor, the words ‘‘Imported 
and Bottled By’’, followed by the pro-
prietor’s name or trade name and loca-
tion of the distilled spirits plant if de-
sired; 

(4) For products bottled for a dealer, 
the words ‘‘Bottled For’’, followed by 
the name of that dealer; 

(5) Any material required by Federal 
or State law and regulations; and 
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(6) Labels or data describing the con-
tents for commercial identification or 
accounting purposes or indicating pay-
ment of State or local taxes. 

(26 U.S.C. 5066, 5206) 

§ 19.490 Numbering of packages and 
cases filled in processing. 

(a) Packages of spirits and denatured 
spirits filled during processing operations. 
When a proprietor fills packages of 
spirits and denatured spirits during 
processing, the proprietor must iden-
tify the packages consecutively begin-
ning with ‘‘1’’ and continuing the series 
until the number ‘‘1,000,000’’ is reached, 
except that any series of such numbers 
already in use may be continued to 
that limit. When the identification in 
any series reaches ‘‘1,000,000’’, the pro-
prietor may begin a new series with 
‘‘1’’ but must add an alphabetical pre-
fix or suffix to the new series number. 
For example, the first identifier in the 
second series of 1,000,000 packages filled 
might be ‘‘1A’’ or ‘‘A1’’. 

(b) Cases containing bottles or other 
containers of spirits and denatured spir-
its. When a proprietor fills cases con-
taining bottles or other containers of 
spirits and denatured spirits during 
processing, the proprietor must iden-
tify the cases consecutively beginning 
with ‘‘1’’ and continuing the series 
until the number ‘‘1,000,000’’ is reached, 
except that any series of such numbers 
already in use may be continued to 
that limit. When the identification in 
any series reaches ‘‘1,000,000’’, the pro-
prietor may begin a new series with 
‘‘1’’. This series of identifiers for cases 
containing bottles or other containers 
must be distinct from the series of se-
rial numbers required for packages 
under paragraph (a) of this section. 

(c) Additional identification. A propri-
etor may establish separate series of 
identifiers, distinguished from each 
other by the use of alphabetical pre-
fixes or suffixes, to identify the size of 
bottles, the brand names, or other in-
formation, on written notice to the ap-
propriate TTB officer. The proprietor 
must identify remnant cases by placing 
the identifier of the last full case fol-
lowed by the letter ‘‘R’’ on the rem-
nant case. When there is a change in 
the name, or trade name of the propri-
etor, all series in use may be contin-

ued. However, if there is a change in 
proprietorship, a new series must be 
commenced. 

(d) Alternative marking for spirits for 
industrial use. A proprietor may mark 
packages and cases of spirits for indus-
trial use, including denatured spirits, 
filled in processing with the lot identi-
fication numbers specified in § 19.485 in-
stead of using the identifiers specified 
in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of this 
section. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.491 Marks on containers of spe-
cially denatured spirits. 

(a) General. A proprietor must mark 
or label each package, case, or encased 
container of specially denatured spirits 
filled on bonded premises to show: 

(1) The quantity in gallons; 
(2) The serial number or lot identi-

fication number; 
(3) The plant number of the propri-

etor; 
(4) The designation or abbreviation of 

the specially denatured spirits by kind 
(alcohol or rum); 

(5) The applicable formula number; 
and 

(6) The proof of the spirits, if they 
were denatured at other than 190proof. 

(b) Bottles. A proprietor must mark 
or label each bottle to show the infor-
mation prescribed in paragraphs (a)(1), 
(3), (4), (5), and (6) of this section. 

(c) Alternate formulations. When spir-
its are denatured under a formula au-
thorizing a choice of types and quan-
tities of denaturants, the proprietor 
must mark the container or case to 
show the actual types and quantities of 
denaturants used. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.492 Marks on containers of com-
pletely denatured alcohol. 

Except in the case of completely de-
natured alcohol transported by pipe-
lines and bulk conveyances, a propri-
etor must mark each container of com-
pletely denatured alcohol on the head 
of the package or on the side of the can 
or carton with: 

(a) The name of the proprietor who 
filled the containers; 

(b) The plant number where the con-
tainer was filled; 
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(c) The container’s contents in wine 
gallons; 

(d) The apparent proof; 
(e) The words ‘‘Completely Denatured 

Alcohol’’; and 
(f) The applicable formula number. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.493 Caution label for completely 
denatured alcohol. 

A proprietor must place a label con-
taining the words ‘‘Completely Dena-
tured Alcohol’’ and the statement 
‘‘Caution—contains poisonous ingredi-
ents’’ on each container of completely 
denatured alcohol containing five gal-
lons or less that is sold or offered for 
sale. The label must be written in 
plain, legible letters. The proprietor 
may print the name and address of the 
denaturer on such label, but may not 
include any other nonessential matter 
on the label without approval from the 
appropriate TTB officer. The word 
‘‘pure’’ may not appear on the label or 
the container. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.494 Additional marks on portable 
containers. 

(a) In addition to the other marks 
prescribed in this part, a proprietor 
must mark portable containers of spir-
its or denatured spirits (other than 
bottles enclosed in cases) that will be 
withdrawn from the bonded premises as 
follows: 

(1) Without payment of tax, for ex-
port, for transfer to customs manufac-
turing bonded warehouses, for transfer 
to foreign trade zones, or as supplies 
for certain vessels and aircraft, in ac-
cordance with the provisions in part 28 
of this chapter; or 

(2) If tax-free, with the word ‘‘Tax- 
Free.’’ 

(b) A proprietor may show other op-
tional information such as brand or 
trade name; a caution notice, or other 
information required by Federal, State, 
or local law or regulations; wine or 
proof gallons; and plant control data. 
However, any such mark must not con-
ceal, obscure, interfere with, or con-
flict with the markings required by 
this subpart. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.495 Marks on bulk conveyances. 

(a) A proprietor must securely attach 
a label identifying each conveyance or 
compartment to the route board, or to 
another equivalent device, for each 
bulk conveyance used to transport 
spirits or denatured spirits setting 
forth the following information: 

(1) The name, plant number, and lo-
cation of the consignor; 

(2) The name, distilled spirits plant 
number, permit number, or registry 
number (as applicable), and the loca-
tion of the consignee; 

(3) The date of shipment; 
(4) The quantity (proof gallons for 

spirits, wine gallons for denatured spir-
its); and 

(5) The formula number for denatured 
spirits. 

(b) If the conveyance is accompanied 
by documentation containing the infor-
mation specified in paragraph (a) of 
this section, the proprietor is not re-
quired to label each conveyance or 
compartment. 

(c) Export shipments must conform 
to the requirements of part 28 of this 
chapter. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.496 Cases of industrial alcohol. 

(a) Mandatory marks. A proprietor 
must mark each case and each encased 
container of alcohol bottled for indus-
trial use under the provisions of sub-
part N of this part to show the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) The designation ‘‘Alcohol’’; 
(2) The serial number or lot identi-

fication number; 
(3) The distilled spirits plant number 

of the proprietor; 
(4) The proof; 
(5) The proof gallons; 
(6) The designation ‘‘Tax-Free’’; and 
(7) Any information required by part 

28 of this chapter, for cases that are 
withdrawn for export, transferred to 
customs bonded warehouses, trans-
ferred to foreign trade zones, or are for 
use on vessels and aircraft. 

(b) Other marks. A proprietor may 
mark cases of industrial alcohol with 
other marks, provided that they do not 
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interfere with, or detract from, manda-
tory case marks in the manner per-
mitted under § 19.489. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206, 5235) 

§ 19.497 Obliteration of marks. 

Except as otherwise provided in 
§ 19.487(b), the marks required to be 
placed on any container or case under 
this part must not be destroyed or al-
tered before the container or case is 
emptied. 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

§ 19.498 Relabeling and reclosing off 
bonded premises. 

The proprietor of a distilled spirits 
plant may relabel, affix brand labels, 
or reclose bottled taxpaid spirits on 
wholesale liquor dealer premises or at 
a taxpaid storeroom on, contiguous to, 
adjacent to, or in the immediate vicin-
ity of the proprietor’s distilled spirits 
plant, provided that the wholesale liq-
uor dealer premises or taxpaid store-
room is operated in connection with 
the distilled spirits plant. If products 
relabeled under this section were origi-
nally bottled by another proprietor, 
the relabeling proprietor must have on 
file a statement from the original 
bottler consenting to the relabeling. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201) 

§ 19.499 Authorized abbreviations to 
identify marks. 

In addition to the other abbrevia-
tions and symbols authorized under 
this part for use in marking con-
tainers, a proprietor may use the fol-
lowing abbreviations to identify the 
following marks: 

Mark Abbre- 
viation 

Completely Denatured Alcohol ............................ CDA 
Gallon or Wine Gallon .......................................... WG 
Gross Weight ....................................................... G 
Proof ..................................................................... P 
Specially Denatured Alcohol ................................ SDA 
Specially Denatured Rum .................................... SDR 
Tare ...................................................................... T 
Tax Determined .................................................... TD 
Wine Spirits Addition ............................................ WSA 

(26 U.S.C. 5206) 

Subpart T—Liquor Bottle, Label, 
and Closure Requirements 

AUTHORIZED LIQUOR BOTTLES 

§ 19.511 Bottles authorized. 

Each liquor bottle for nonindustrial 
distilled spirits for domestic use must 
conform to a bottle size specified in the 
standards of fill set forth in subpart E 
of part 5 of this chapter. This rule ap-
plies to liquor bottles intended for dis-
tribution in both interstate and intra-
state commerce. 

(26 U.S.C. 5301) 

§ 19.512 Bottles not constituting ap-
proved containers. 

A proprietor may not use any liquor 
bottle that the appropriate TTB officer 
finds is misleading within the meaning 
of § 5.46 of this chapter. Misleading liq-
uor bottles do not constitute approved 
containers for the purposes of this 
part, and a proprietor may not use 
them for packaging distilled spirits for 
domestic purposes. 

(26 U.S.C. 5301) 

§ 19.513 Distinctive liquor bottles. 

(a) Application. A proprietor must 
submit form TTB F 5100.31, Application 
for and Certification/Exemption of 
Label/Bottle Approval, to the appro-
priate TTB officer in order to obtain 
approval to use domestic liquor bottles 
of distinctive shapes or designs. The 
proprietor must certify as to the total 
capacity of a representative sample 
bottle before closure (expressed in mil-
liliters) on each copy of the form. In 
addition, the proprietor must affix a 
readily legible photograph (showing 
both front and back of the bottle) to 
the front of each copy of TTB F 5100.31 
along with the label(s) to be used on 
the bottle. The proprietor must submit 
to TTB an actual bottle or accurate 
model only when specifically requested 
to do so. 

(b) Approval. The appropriate TTB of-
ficer will approve a distinctive liquor 
bottle on a properly completed TTB F 
5100.31 if the bottle is found to: 

(1) Meet the requirements of part 5 of 
this chapter; 

(2) Be distinctive; 
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