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(3) Be suitable for its intended pur-
pose; 

(4) Not jeopardize the revenue; and 
(5) Be not misleading to the con-

sumer. 
(c) Retention. A proprietor must keep 

on file at his premises a copy of the 
complete approved TTB F 5100.31 for 
the distinctive liquor bottle. 

(d) Cross reference. For procedures re-
garding issuance, denial and revocation 
of distinctive liquor bottle approvals, 
as well as appeal procedures, see part 
13 of this chapter. 

(26 U.S.C. 5301) 

LABELING REQUIREMENTS 

§ 19.516 Certificate of label approval 
or exemption. 

A proprietor must obtain a certifi-
cate of label approval or an exemption 
from label approval under part 5 of this 
chapter on form TTB F 5100.31 for any 
label that the proprietor will use on 
bottles of spirits for domestic use. 
Upon request by the appropriate TTB 
officer, the proprietor must provide 
evidence of label approval, or of exemp-
tion from label approval, for a label 
used on a bottle of spirits for domestic 
use. For procedures regarding the 
issuance, denial and revocation of cer-
tificates of label approval and certifi-
cates of exemption from label approval, 
as well as appeal procedures, see part 
13 of this chapter. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201) 

§ 19.517 Statements required on labels 
under an exemption from label ap-
proval. 

If a proprietor bottles spirits for do-
mestic use under a certificate of ex-
emption from label approval on form 
TTB F 5100.31, the following informa-
tion must appear on the label used on 
the bottle, in the manner indicated: 

(a) Brand name. The brand name on 
the label must conform to the require-
ments of § 5.34 of this chapter; 

(b) Kind. The class and type of the 
spirits identified on the label must con-
form to the requirements of § 5.35 of 
this chapter; 

(c) Alcohol content. The alcohol con-
tent on the label must conform to the 
requirements of § 5.37(a) of this chapter; 

(d) State of distillation. In the case of 
whisky, the state of distillation state-
ment on the label must conform to the 
requirements of § 5.36(d) of this chapter; 

(e) Net contents. The label must show 
the net contents, unless the statement 
of net contents is permanently marked 
on the side, front, or back of the bottle; 

(f) Name and address of bottler. The 
name and address of the bottler must 
conform to the requirements of § 19.518; 

(g) Age of whisky containing no neutral 
spirits. In the case of whisky containing 
no neutral spirits, statements of age 
and percentage by volume on the label 
must conform to the requirements of 
§ 5.40 of this chapter; 

(h) Age of whisky containing neutral 
spirits. In the case of whisky containing 
neutral spirits, the label must state 
the age of the whisky or whiskies and 
the respective percentage by volume of 
whisky or whiskies and neutral spirits 
in accordance with § 5.40 of this chap-
ter; 

(i) Age of brandy. In the case of bran-
dy aged for a period of less than two 
years, the label must state the age. 

(j) Presence of neutral spirits or color-
ing, flavoring, or blending material. The 
label must indicate the presence of 
neutral spirits or coloring, flavoring, 
or blending material in accordance 
with § 5.39 of this chapter; and 

(k) Country of origin. Labels of im-
ported spirits must state the country 
of origin in substantially the following 
form: ‘‘Product of llllll,’’ with 
the blank filled in with the name of the 
country of origin. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201) 

§ 19.518 Name and address of bottler. 

In setting forth the name and address 
of the bottler required by § 19.517(f), the 
label must contain the words ‘‘Bottled 
by’’, ‘‘Packed by’’, or ‘‘Filled by’’ fol-
lowed immediately by the name (or 
trade name) of the bottler and the 
place where the bottling takes place. If 
the bottler is the proprietor of more 
than one distilled spirits plant engaged 
in bottling operations, the label may 
include the addresses of all such plants 
immediately following the name (or 
trade name) of the bottler. The fol-
lowing additional rules apply to name 
and address labeling under this section: 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 12:53 May 10, 2011 Jkt 223104 PO 00000 Frm 00471 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223104.XXX 223104er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



462 

27 CFR Ch. I (4–1–11 Edition) § 19.519 

(a) Where distilled spirits are bottled 
by or for the distiller of the spirits, the 
label may state, in lieu of the words 
‘‘Bottled by’’, ‘‘Packed by’’, or ‘‘Filled 
by’’, followed by the bottler’s name (or 
trade name) and address or addresses, 
the words ‘‘Distilled by’’, followed im-
mediately by the name (or trade name) 
under which the particular spirits were 
distilled, or by any trade name shown 
on the distiller’s permit covering the 
premises where the particular spirits 
were distilled, and the address (or ad-
dresses) of the distiller; 

(b) Where ‘‘straight whiskies’’ of the 
same type produced in the same State 
by two or more different distillers are 
combined (either at time of bottling or 
at a warehouseman’s bonded premises 
for further storage) and are subse-
quently bottled and labeled as 
‘‘straight whisky’’, that ‘‘straight 
whisky’’ must be labeled as provided in 
the introductory paragraph of this sec-
tion. However, where that combined 
‘‘straight whisky’’ is bottled by or for 
the distillers of the whiskies, the label 
may contain, in lieu of the wording 
specified in that introductory para-
graph, the words ‘‘Distilled by’’, fol-
lowed immediately by the name (or 
trade name) of each distiller that dis-
tilled a portion of the ‘‘straight whis-
ky’’, the address of each of the distilled 
spirits plants where a portion of the 
‘‘straight whisky’’ was distilled, and 
the percentage of ‘‘straight whisky’’ 
distilled by each distiller (with a toler-
ance of plus or minus 2 percent). In ad-
dition, where ‘‘straight whisky’’ is 
made up of a mixture of ‘‘straight 
whiskies’’ of the same type distilled at 
two or more distilled spirits plants of 
the same proprietor located within the 
same State, and where that ‘‘straight 
whisky’’ is bottled by or for that pro-
prietor, the label for the ‘‘straight 
whisky’’ may contain, in lieu of the 
wording specified in the introductory 
paragraph of this section, the words 
‘‘Distilled by’’ followed by the name (or 
trade name) of the proprietor and the 
address of each of the distilled spirits 
plants that distilled a portion of the 
‘‘straight whisky’’; 

(c) Where distilled spirits are bottled 
by or for the proprietor of a distilled 
spirits plant, the label may state, in 
lieu of the words ‘‘Bottled by’’, 

‘‘Packed by’’, or ‘‘Filled by’’ followed 
by the bottler’s name (or trade name) 
and address, the words ‘‘Blended by’’, 
‘‘Made by’’, ‘‘Prepared by’’, ‘‘Manufac-
tured by’’, or ‘‘Produced by’’ (which-
ever is appropriate to the process in-
volved), followed by the name (or trade 
name) and the address (or addresses) of 
the distilled spirits plant proprietor; 

(d) In the case of labels of distilled 
spirits bottled for a retailer or other 
person who is not the proprietor of the 
distilled spirits plant where the dis-
tilled spirits were distilled, the label 
may also state the name and address of 
that retailer or other person, preceded 
immediately by the words ‘‘Bottled 
for’’, ‘‘Distributed by’’, or other similar 
statement; and 

(e) The label may state the address of 
the proprietor’s principal place of busi-
ness in lieu of the place where the bot-
tling, distilling or processing operation 
occurred, provided that the address 
where the bottling, distilling, or other 
operation occurred is indicated by 
printing, coding, or other markings, on 
the label or on the bottle. The coding 
system employed must permit TTB to 
determine where the operation stated 
on the label occurred. Prior to using 
such a label or bottle coding system, 
the proprietor must send a notice to 
the appropriate TTB officer explaining 
the coding system. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201) 

§ 19.519 Labels for export spirits. 
(a) Required information. If a propri-

etor bottles spirits for export, the bot-
tles must have a securely affixed label 
showing: 

(1) The kind (class and type) of spir-
its; 

(2) The percentage of alcohol by vol-
ume (ABV) of the spirits; 

(3) The net contents, unless the 
markings on the bottle indicate such 
contents; and 

(4) The name (or trade name) of the 
bottler. 

(b) Additional information. The bottler 
may place additional information on 
the export label if it is not inconsistent 
with the information required under 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

(c) Language. The export label infor-
mation may appear in the language of 
the country to which the spirits are to 
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be exported provided that the propri-
etor maintains on file an English 
translation of that information. The 
export label may state the net contents 
and percentage of alcohol by volume in 
the units of measurement of the for-
eign country, provided that the propri-
etor maintains a record of the equiva-
lent units as required for labels of spir-
its bottled for domestic consumption. 

(d) Waiver. The appropriate TTB offi-
cer may waive the requirement to show 
any information required by this sec-
tion, other than the kind of spirits, 
upon a showing that the country to 
which the spirits are to be exported 
prohibits the showing of such informa-
tion. In regard to kind (class and type) 
of spirits, the appropriate TTB officer 
may waive the designation required by 
§ 5.22 of this chapter, only to the extent 
that the label need not bear the word 
‘‘diluted’’ for distilled spirits bottled 
below the minimum bottling proof, and 
provided that this is in accordance 
with the rules of the country to which 
the product is to be exported. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201, 5301) 

§ 19.520 Spirits for shipment to Puerto 
Rico. 

Spirits removed for shipment to 
Puerto Rico with benefit of drawback 
or without payment of tax in accord-
ance with part 28 of this chapter are 
subject to the provisions of part 5 of 
this chapter in regard to labeling and 
standards of fill for bottles. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201) 

CLOSURE REQUIREMENTS 

§ 19.523 Affixing closures. 
Each bottle or other container of 

spirits having a capacity of one gallon 
(3.785 liters) or less must have a closure 
or other device securely affixed to the 
container prior to withdrawal from 
bond or customs custody. The closure 
or other device must be constructed in 
such a manner as to require breaking 
in order to gain access to the contents 
of the container. 

(26 U.S.C. 5301) 

§ 19.525 Reclosing. 
A proprietor may reclose bottles of 

distilled spirits filled on bonded prem-

ises as provided in subpart N of this 
part. A proprietor may also reclose 
bottles of distilled spirits to which clo-
sures or other devices have been affixed 
as provided in § 19.498. 

(26 U.S.C. 5215) 

Subpart U [Reserved] 

Subpart V—Records and Reports 

GENERAL RULES FOR RECORDS 

§ 19.571 Records in general. 

Each proprietor of a distilled spirits 
plant must maintain records that accu-
rately reflect the operations and trans-
actions occurring at the plant. This 
subpart specifies the types of records 
that a proprietor must maintain. In 
general, a proprietor is responsible for 
recording activities and transactions 
related to the three primary oper-
ational accounts at a plant: produc-
tion, storage, and processing. A propri-
etor’s records must show receipts in 
each account, movement from one ac-
count to another, transfers in bond, 
and withdrawals of spirits, denatured 
spirits, articles, or wines. The types of 
records that a proprietor must keep in-
clude: 

(a) All individual transaction forms, 
records, and summaries that are spe-
cifically required by this part; 

(b) All supplemental, auxiliary, and 
source data that a proprietor uses to 
compile required forms, records, and 
summaries, and to prepare reports, re-
turns and claims; and 

(c) Copies of notices, reports, returns, 
and approved applications and other 
documents relating to operations and 
transactions. 

(26 U.S.C. 5207) 

§ 19.572 Format of records. 

As a general rule, the provisions of 
this subpart do not require proprietors 
to keep their records in any particular 
format or medium. For example, a pro-
prietor may keep required records on 
paper, on microfilm or microfiche, or 
on a computer or other electronic me-
dium, so long as the records are readily 
retrievable in hardcopy format for re-
view by TTB officers as necessary. The 
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