
684 

27 CFR Ch. I (4–1–11 Edition) § 25.51 

Subpart F—Miscellaneous 
Provisions 

§ 25.51 Right of Entry and Examina-
tion. 

An appropriate TTB officer may 
enter, during normal business hours, a 
brewery or other place where beer is 
stored and may, when the premises are 
open at other times, enter those prem-
ises in the performance of official du-
ties. Appropriate TTB officers may 
make inspections as the appropriate 
TTB officer deems necessary to deter-
mine that operations are conducted in 
compliance with the law and this part. 
The owner of any building or place 
where beer is produced, made, or kept, 
or person having charge over such 
premises, who refuses to admit an ap-
propriate TTB officer acting under 26 
U.S.C. 7606, or who refuses to permit an 
appropriate TTB officer to examine 
beer must, for each refusal, forfeit $500. 

[T.D. ATF–437, 66 FR 5478, Jan. 19, 2001] 

§ 25.52 Variations from requirements. 

(a) Exceptions to construction, equip-
ment and methods of operations—(1) Gen-
eral. The appropriate TTB officer may 
approve details of construction, equip-
ment or methods of operations, in lieu 
of those specified in this part. The 
brewer shall show that it is impracti-
cable to conform to the prescribed 
specification, and that the proposed 
variance: 

(i) Will afford the protection to the 
revenue intended by the specifications 
in this part; 

(ii) Will not hinder the effective ad-
ministration of this part, and 

(iii) Is not contrary to any provision 
of law. 

(2) Application. A brewer who pro-
poses to employ methods of operations 
or construction or equipment other 
than as provided in this part shall sub-
mit an application to the appropriate 
TTB officer. The application will de-
scribe the proposed variation and state 
the need for it. The brewer shall sub-
mit drawings or photographs if nec-
essary to describe the proposed vari-
ation. 

(3) Approval by appropriate TTB offi-
cer. The appropriate TTB officer may 

approve the use of an alternate method 
or procedure if: 

(i) The brewer shows good cause for 
its use; 

(ii) It is consistent with the purpose 
and effect of the procedure prescribed 
by this part and provides equal secu-
rity to the revenue; 

(iii) It is not contrary to law; and 
(iv) It will not cause an increase in 

cost to the Government and will not 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. 

(4) Exceptions. The appropriate TTB 
officer may not authorize an alternate 
method or procedure relating to the 
giving of any bond, or to the assess-
ment, payment, or collection of tax. 

(5) Conditions of approval. A brewer 
may not employ an alternate method 
or procedure until the appropriate TTB 
officer has approved its use. The brewer 
shall, during the terms of the author-
ization of an alternate method or pro-
cedure, comply with the terms of the 
approved application. 

(b) Emergency variations from require-
ments—(1) Application. When an emer-
gency exists, a brewer may apply to 
the appropriate TTB officer for a vari-
ation from the requirements of this 
part relating to construction, equip-
ment, and methods of operation. The 
brewer shall describe the proposed vari-
ation and set forth the reasons for 
using it. 

(2) Approval. The appropriate TTB of-
ficer may approve an emergency vari-
ation from requirements if: 

(i) An emergency exists; 
(ii) The variation from the require-

ments is necessary; 
(iii) It will afford the same security 

and protection to the revenue as in-
tended by the specific regulations; 

(iv) It will not hinder the effective 
administration of this part; and 

(v) It is not contrary to law. 
(3) Conditions of approval. A brewer 

may not employ an emergency vari-
ation from the requirements until the 
appropriate TTB officer has approved 
its use. Approval of variations from re-
quirements are conditioned upon com-
pliance with the conditions and limita-
tions set forth in the approval. 

(c) Automatic termination of approval. 
If the brewer fails to comply in good 
faith with the procedures, conditions 
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or limitations set forth in the ap-
proval, authority for the variation 
from requirements is automatically 
terminated and the brewer is required 
to comply with prescribed require-
ments of regulations. 

(d) Withdrawal of approval. The appro-
priate TTB officer may withdraw ap-
proval of an alternate method or proce-
dure, approved under paragraph (a) or 
(b) of this section, if the appropriate 
TTB officer finds that the revenue is 
jeopardized or the effective administra-
tion of this part is hindered by the ap-
proval. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1395, as 
amended, 1396, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5552, 
5556)) 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–437, 66 FR 5479, Jan. 
19, 2001] 

SAMPLES 

SOURCE: Sections 25.53 and 25.55 through 
25.58 appear at 70 FR 235, Jan. 3, 2005, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 25.53 Submissions of samples of fer-
mented products. 

The appropriate TTB officer may, at 
any time, require you to submit sam-
ples of: 

(a) Cereal beverage, saké, or any fer-
mented product produced at the brew-
ery, 

(b) Materials used in the production 
of cereal beverage, saké, or any fer-
mented product; and 

(c) Cereal beverage, saké, or any fer-
mented product, in conjunction with 
the filing of a formula. 

(26 U.S.C. 5415, 5555, 7805(a)) 

FORMULAS 

§ 25.55 Formulas for fermented prod-
ucts. 

(a) For what fermented products must a 
formula be filed? You must file a for-
mula for approval by TTB if you intend 
to produce: 

(1) Any fermented product that will 
be treated by any processing, filtra-
tion, or other method of manufacture 
that is not generally recognized as a 
traditional process in the production of 
a fermented beverage designated as 
‘‘beer,’’ ‘‘ale,’’ ‘‘porter,’’ ‘‘stout,’’ 

‘‘lager,’’ or ‘‘malt liquor.’’ For purposes 
of this paragraph: 

(i) Removal of any volume of water 
from beer, filtration of beer to substan-
tially change the color, flavor, or char-
acter, separation of beer into different 
components, reverse osmosis, con-
centration of beer, and ion exchange 
treatments are examples of non-tradi-
tional processes for which you must 
file a formula. 

(ii) Pasteurization, filtration prior to 
bottling, filtration in lieu of pasteur-
ization, centrifuging for clarity, 
lagering, carbonation, and blending are 
examples of traditional processes for 
which you do not need to file a for-
mula. 

(iii) If you have questions about 
whether or not use of a particular proc-
ess not listed in this section requires 
the filing of a formula, you may re-
quest a determination from TTB in ac-
cordance with paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) Any fermented product to which 
flavors or other nonbeverage ingredi-
ents (other than hop extract) con-
taining alcohol will be added. 

(3) Subject to paragraph (f) of this 
section, any fermented product to 
which coloring or natural or artificial 
flavors will be added. 

(4) Subject to paragraph (f) of this 
section, any fermented product to 
which fruit, fruit juice, fruit con-
centrate, herbs, spices, honey, maple 
syrup, or other food materials will be 
added. 

(5) Saké, including flavored saké and 
sparkling saké. 

(b) Are separate formulas required for 
different products? (1) You must file a 
separate formula for approval for each 
different fermented product for which a 
formula is required. 

(2) You may file a formula for a beer 
base to be used in the production of one 
or more other fermented products. The 
beer base must conform to the stand-
ards set forth in § 25.15. 

(c) When must I file a formula? (1) Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (c)(2) of 
this section, you may not produce a 
fermented product for which a formula 
is required until you have filed and re-
ceived approval of a formula for that 
product. 
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(2) You may, for research and devel-
opment purposes (including consumer 
taste testing), produce a fermented 
product without an approved formula, 
but you may not sell or market this 
product until you receive approval of 
the formula for it. 

(d) How long is my formula approval 
valid? Your formula approved under 
this section remains in effect until: 
you supersede it with a new formula; 
you voluntarily surrender the formula; 
TTB cancels or revokes the formula; or 
the formula is revoked by operation of 
law or regulation. 

(e) Are my previously approved state-
ments of process valid? Your statements 
of process approved before January 3, 
2006 are considered approved formulas 
under this section, provided that any 
finished product that could be made 
under the statement of process would 
be in compliance with the provisions of 
this part. You do not need to submit a 
formula for approval if a statement of 
process that remains valid covers the 
product. 

(f) Determinations by TTB regarding 
specific processes and ingredients. (1) The 
appropriate TTB officer may determine 
whether or not use of a process not 
listed in paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
requires you to file a formula for ap-
proval. The appropriate TTB officer 
may also exempt the use of a par-
ticular coloring, flavoring, or food ma-
terial from the formula filing require-
ment of paragraph (a)(3) or paragraph 
(a)(4) of this section upon a finding 
that the coloring, flavoring, or food 
material in question is generally recog-
nized as a traditional ingredient in the 
production of a fermented beverage 
designated as ‘‘beer,’’ ‘‘ale,’’ ‘‘porter,’’ 
‘‘stout,’’ ‘‘lager,’’ or ‘‘malt liquor.’’ 

(2) You may request a determination 
from TTB on whether or not the use of 
a process not listed in paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section will require the filing of 
a formula or whether the use of a par-
ticular coloring, flavoring or food ma-
terial may be exempted from the for-
mula filing requirement of paragraph 
(a)(3) or paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion. You should mail your request to 
the Assistant Chief, Advertising, La-
beling and Formulation Division, Alco-
hol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bu-

reau, 1310 G Street, NW., Washington, 
DC 20220. 

(i) When requesting a determination 
as to whether a process is subject to 
the formula filing and approval re-
quirement, the request must include: 

(A) A detailed description of the pro-
posed process; 

(B) Evidence establishing that the 
proposed process is generally recog-
nized as a traditional process in the 
production of a fermented beverage 
designated as ‘‘beer,’’ ‘‘ale,’’ ‘‘porter,’’ 
‘‘stout,’’ ‘‘lager,’’ or ‘‘malt liquor’’; and 

(C) An explanation of the effect of 
the proposed process on the production 
of a fermented product. 

(ii) When requesting an exemption 
from the formula filing requirement in 
paragraph (a)(3) or paragraph (a)(4) of 
this section regarding coloring, fla-
voring, or food material ingredients, 
the request must include the following 
information: 

(A) A description of the proposed in-
gredient; 

(B) Evidence establishing that the 
proposed ingredient is generally recog-
nized as a traditional ingredient in the 
production of a fermented beverage 
designated as ‘‘beer,’’ ‘‘ale,’’ ‘‘porter,’’ 
‘‘stout,’’ ‘‘lager,’’ or ‘‘malt liquor’’; and 

(C) An explanation of the effect of 
the proposed ingredient in the produc-
tion of a fermented product. 

§ 25.56 Filing of formulas. 
(a) What are the general requirements 

for filing a formula? (1) You must file 
your formula in writing. Your formula 
must identify each brewery where the 
formula applies by including each 
brewery name, address, and registry 
number. 

(2) You must serially number each 
formula, commencing with ‘‘1’’ and 
continuing in numerical sequence. 

(3) You must date and sign each for-
mula. 

(4) You must file two copies of each 
formula with TTB. 

(b) Where do I file a formula? File your 
formula with the Assistant Chief, Ad-
vertising, Labeling and Formulation 
Division, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and 
Trade Bureau, 1310 G Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20220. 

(26 U.S.C. 5401, 7805) 
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§ 25.57 Formula information. 
(a) Ingredient information. (1) For each 

formula you must list each separate in-
gredient and the specific quantity used, 
or a range of quantities used. You may 
include optional ingredients in a for-
mula if they do not impact the labeling 
or identity of the finished product. 

(2) For fermented products con-
taining flavorings you must list for 
each formula: The name of the flavor; 
the product number or TTB drawback 
number and approval date of the flavor; 
the name and location (city and State) 
of the flavor manufacturer; the alcohol 
content of the flavor; and the point of 
production at which the flavor was 
added (that is, before, during, or after 
fermentation). 

(3) For formulas that include the use 
of flavors and other nonbeverage ingre-
dients containing alcohol, you must ex-
plicitly indicate: 

(i) The volume and alcohol content of 
the beer base; 

(ii) The maximum volumes of the fla-
vors and other nonbeverage ingredients 
containing alcohol to be used; 

(iii) The alcoholic strength of the fla-
vors and other nonbeverage ingredients 
containing alcohol; 

(iv) The overall alcohol contribution 
to the finished product provided by the 
addition of any flavors or other non-
beverage ingredients containing alco-
hol. You are not required to list the al-
cohol contribution of individual flavors 
and other nonbeverage ingredients con-
taining alcohol. You may state the 
total alcohol contribution from these 
ingredients to the finished product; and 

(v) The final volume and alcohol con-
tent of the finished product. 

(b) Process information. For each for-
mula you must describe in detail each 
process used to produce a fermented 
beverage. 

(c) Alcohol content. For each formula 
you must state the alcohol content of 
the fermented product after fermenta-
tion and the alcohol content of the fin-
ished product. 

(d) Beer base formulas. You must refer 
in your formula to any approved for-
mula number that covers the produc-
tion of any beer base used in producing 
the formula product. If the beer base 
was produced by another brewery of 
the same ownership, you must also pro-

vide the name and address or name and 
registry number of that brewery. 

(e) Additional information. The appro-
priate TTB officer may at any time re-
quire you to file additional informa-
tion concerning a fermented product, 
ingredients, or processes, in order to 
determine whether a formula should be 
approved or disapproved or whether the 
approval of a formula should be contin-
ued. 

(26 U.S.C. 5415, 5555, 7805(a)) 

§ 25.58 New and superseding formulas. 

(a) New formulas. Except as otherwise 
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, you must file a new formula (with 
a new formula number) for approval by 
TTB if you— 

(1) Create an entirely new fermented 
product that requires a formula; 

(2) Add new ingredients to an exist-
ing formulation; 

(3) Delete ingredients from an exist-
ing formulation; 

(4) Change the quantity of an ingre-
dient used from the quantity or range 
of usage in an approved formula; 

(5) Change an approved processing, 
filtration, or other special method of 
manufacture that requires the filing of 
a formula; or 

(6) Change the contribution of alco-
hol from flavors or ingredients that 
contain alcohol. 

(b) Superseding formulas. You may file 
a superseding formula, instead of a new 
formula, if you have made any change 
listed in paragraphs (a)(2) through 
(a)(6) of this section and that change is 
not of a type that would require a hold-
er of a certificate of label approval to 
file a new application for label ap-
proval on TTB Form 5100.31. 

(1) A superseding formula replaces an 
existing formula, and you should file 
one only if you do not intend to use the 
existing formula any more. A super-
seding formula must be filed with TTB 
for approval. When TTB approves a su-
perseding formula, TTB will cancel 
your previous formula. 

(2) You may use the same formula 
number for a superseding formula that 
you used for the formula the super-
seding formula replaces, but you must 
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annotate the formula number to indi-
cate it is a superseding formula num-
ber. (For example, ‘‘Formula 2, super-
seding.’’) 

(c) When you file a new or super-
seding formula with TTB, you must 
follow the procedures and other re-
quirements of §§ 25.56 and 25.57. 

Subpart G—Qualification of a 
Brewery 

ORIGINAL QUALIFICATION 

§ 25.61 General requirements for no-
tice. 

(a) Establishment. Operations as a 
brewer may be conducted only by a 
person who has given notice as a brew-
er under this subpart. A person may 
not commence the business of a brewer 
until the appropriate TTB officer ap-
proves the brewery and the brewer’s 
notice, including all documents made 
part of that notice. 

(b) Brewer’s Notice, Form 5130.10. Each 
person must, before commencing busi-
ness as a brewer, give notice on Form 
5130.10. Each person continuing busi-
ness as a brewer as provided in § 25.71 
must give notice on Form 5130.10. Each 
notice will be executed under penalties 
of perjury, and all written statements, 
affidavits, and other documents sub-
mitted in support of the notice will be 
made part of the notice. 

(c) Additional information. The appro-
priate TTB officer may at any time re-
quire the brewer to furnish, as part of 
the notice, additional information 
which is necessary to protect and in-
sure collection of the revenue. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1388, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5401)) 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–437, 66 FR 5479, Jan. 
19, 2001] 

§ 25.62 Data for notice. 
(a) Required information. The brewer 

shall prepare the notice on Form 
5130.10 and shall include the following 
information: 

(1) Serial number. 
(2) Purpose for which filed. 
(3) Name and principal business ad-

dress of the brewer and the location of 
the brewery if different from the busi-
ness address. 

(4) Statement of the type of business 
organization and of the persons inter-
ested in the business, supported by the 
information listed in § 25.66. 

(5) Description of brewery, as speci-
fied in § 25.68. 

(6) A list of trade names which the 
brewer intends to use in doing business 
or in packaging beer. 

(7) [Reserved] 
(8) The name and address of the 

owner of the land or buildings com-
prising the brewery, and of any mort-
gagee or other encumbrancer of the 
land or buildings comprising the brew-
ery. 

(9) The 24-hour cycle of operations at 
the brewery which is to be the brewer’s 
business day. 

(10) The process by which the brewer 
intends to render beer unfit for bev-
erage use when beer is to be removed 
for use in manufacturing under 
§§ 25.191–25.192. 

(11) Statement showing ownership or 
controlling interests in other breweries 
which will establish eligibility for the 
transfer of beer without payment of 
tax between breweries of the same own-
ership, as authorized in § 25.181. 

(12) The date of the notice and the 
name and signature of the brewer or 
person authorized to sign on behalf of 
the brewer. 

(b) Incorporation by reference. If any of 
the information required by paragraph 
(a)(4) of this section is on file with a 
TTB office in connection with the qual-
ification of any other premises oper-
ated by the brewer, that information, if 
accurate and complete, may be incor-
porated into the brewer’s notice by ref-
erence. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1388, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5401)) 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. TTB–21, 70 FR 237, Jan. 3, 
2005; T.D. TTB–91, 76 FR 5478, Feb. 1, 2011] 

§ 25.63 Notice of registration. 
The Brewer’s Notice, Form 5130.10, 

when approved by the appropriate TTB 
officer, will constitute the notice of 
registration of the brewery. The appro-
priate TTB officer will not approve the 
notice until the notice and all incor-
porated documents are complete, accu-
rate, and in compliance with the re-
quirements of this part. A person may 
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