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that are provided on magnetic media 
shall conform to the requirements of 
§ 51.20 (b) through (e). Election related 
data that cannot be accurately pre-
sented in terms of census blocks may 
be identified by county and by pre-
cinct. 

(e) Language usage. Where a change is 
made affecting the use of the language 
of a language minority group in the 
electoral process, information that will 
enable the Attorney General to deter-
mine whether the change is consistent 
with the minority language require-
ments of the Act. The Attorney Gen-
eral’s interpretation of the minority 
language requirements of the Act is 
contained in Interpretative Guidelines: 
Implementation of the Provisions of 
the Voting Rights Act Regarding Lan-
guage Minority Groups, 28 CFR part 55. 

(f) Publicity and participation. For 
submissions involving controversial or 
potentially controversial changes, evi-
dence of public notice, of the oppor-
tunity for the public to be heard, and 
of the opportunity for interested par-
ties to participate in the decision to 
adopt the proposed change and an ac-
count of the extent to which such par-
ticipation, especially by minority 
group members, in fact took place. Ex-
amples of materials demonstrating 
public notice or participation include: 

(1) Copies of newspaper articles dis-
cussing the proposed change. 

(2) Copies of public notices that de-
scribe the proposed change and invite 
public comment or participation in 
hearings and statements regarding 
where such public notices appeared 
(e.g., newspaper, radio, or television, 
posted in public buildings, sent to iden-
tified individuals or groups). 

(3) Minutes or accounts of public 
hearings concerning the proposed 
change. 

(4) Statements, speeches, and other 
public communications concerning the 
proposed change. 

(5) Copies of comments from the gen-
eral public. 

(6) Excerpts from legislative journals 
containing discussion of a submitted 
enactment, or other materials reveal-
ing its legislative purpose. 

(g) Availability of the submission. (1) 
Copies of public notices that announce 
the submission to the Attorney Gen-

eral, inform the public that a complete 
duplicate copy of the submission is 
available for public inspection (e.g., at 
the county courthouse) and invite com-
ments for the consideration of the At-
torney General and statements regard-
ing where such public notices appeared. 

(2) Information demonstrating that 
the submitting authority, where a sub-
mission contains magnetic media, 
made the magnetic media available to 
be copied or, if so requested, made a 
hard copy of the data contained on the 
magnetic media available to be copied. 

(h) Minority group contacts. For sub-
missions from jurisdictions having a 
significant minority population, the 
names, addresses, telephone numbers, 
and organizational affiliation (if any) 
of racial or language minority group 
members residing in the jurisdiction 
who can be expected to be familiar 
with the proposed change or who have 
been active in the political process. 

[52 FR 490, Jan. 6, 1987, as amended by Order 
No. 1536–91, 56 FR 51836, Oct. 16, 1991; Order 
3262–2011, 76 FR 21245, Apr. 15, 2011] 

Subpart D—Communications From 
Individuals and Groups 

§ 51.29 Communications concerning 
voting changes. 

Any individual or group may send to 
the Attorney General information con-
cerning a change affecting voting in a 
jurisdiction to which section 5 applies. 

(a) Communications may be in the 
form of a letter stating the name, ad-
dress, and telephone number of the in-
dividual or group, describing the al-
leged change affecting voting and set-
ting forth evidence regarding whether 
the change has or does not have a dis-
criminatory purpose or effect, or sim-
ply bringing to the attention of the At-
torney General the fact that a voting 
change has occurred. 

(b) Comments should be sent to the 
Chief, Voting Section, Civil Rights Di-
vision, at the addresses, telefacsimile 
number, or email address specified in 
§ 51.24. The first page and the envelope 
(if any) should be marked: ‘‘Comment 
under section 5 of the Voting Rights 
Act.’’ Comments should include, where 
available, the name of the jurisdiction 
and the Attorney General’s file number 
(YYYY–NNNN) in the subject line. 
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(c) Comments by individuals or 
groups concerning any change affecting 
voting may be sent at any time; how-
ever, individuals and groups are en-
couraged to comment as soon as they 
learn of the change. 

(d) To the extent permitted by the 
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 
552, the Attorney General shall not dis-
close to any person outside the Depart-
ment of Justice the identity of any in-
dividual or entity providing informa-
tion on a submission or the administra-
tion of section 5 where the individual 
or entity has requested confidentiality; 
an assurance of confidentiality may 
reasonably be implied from the cir-
cumstances of the communication; dis-
closure could reasonably be expected to 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy under 5 U.S.C. 552; or 
disclosure is prohibited by any applica-
ble provisions of federal law. 

(e) When an individual or group de-
sires the Attorney General to consider 
information that was supplied in con-
nection with an earlier submission, it 
is not necessary to resubmit the infor-
mation but merely to identify the ear-
lier submission and the relevant infor-
mation. 

[52 FR 490, Jan. 6, 1987, as amended by Order 
1214–87, 52 FR 33409, Sept. 3, 1987; Order 3262– 
2011, 76 FR 21246, Apr. 15, 2011] 

§ 51.30 Action on communications from 
individuals or groups. 

(a) If there has already been a sub-
mission received of the change affect-
ing voting brought to the attention of 
the Attorney General by an individual 
or group, any evidence from the indi-
vidual or group shall be considered 
along with the materials submitted 
and materials resulting from any in-
vestigation. 

(b) If such a submission has not been 
received, the Attorney General shall 
advise the appropriate jurisdiction of 
the requirement of section 5 with re-
spect to the change in question. 

§ 51.31 Communications concerning 
voting suits. 

Individuals and groups are urged to 
notify the Chief, Voting Section, Civil 
Rights Division, of litigation con-
cerning voting in jurisdictions subject 
to the requirement of section 5. 

§ 51.32 Establishment and mainte-
nance of registry of interested indi-
viduals and groups. 

The Attorney General shall establish 
and maintain a Registry of Interested 
Individuals and Groups, which shall 
contain the name and address of any 
individual or group that wishes to re-
ceive notice of section 5 submissions. 
Information relating to this registry 
and to the requirements of the Privacy 
Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. 552a et seq., is con-
tained in JUSTICE/CRT–004. 48 FR 5334 
(Feb. 4, 1983). 

Subpart E—Processing of 
Submissions 

§ 51.33 Notice to registrants con-
cerning submissions. 

Weekly notice of submissions that 
have been received will be given to the 
individuals and groups who have reg-
istered for this purpose under § 51.32. 
Such notice will also be given when 
section 5 declaratory judgment actions 
are filed or decided. 

§ 51.34 Expedited consideration. 

(a) When a submitting authority is 
required under State law or local ordi-
nance or otherwise finds it necessary 
to implement a change within the 60- 
day period following submission, it 
may request that the submission be 
given expedited consideration. The sub-
mission should explain why such con-
sideration is needed and provide the 
date by which a determination is re-
quired. 

(b) Jurisdictions should endeavor to 
plan for changes in advance so that ex-
pedited consideration will not be re-
quired and should not routinely re-
quest such consideration. When a sub-
mitting authority demonstrates good 
cause for expedited consideration the 
Attorney General will attempt to make 
a decision by the date requested. How-
ever, the Attorney General cannot 
guarantee that such consideration can 
be given. 

(c) Notice of the request for expe-
dited consideration will be given to in-
terested parties registered under § 51.32. 
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