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(c) Notice of the request will be given 
to any party who commented on the 
submission or requested notice of the 
Attorney General’s action thereon and 
to interested parties registered under 
§ 51.32. In appropriate cases the Attor-
ney General may request the submit-
ting authority to give local public no-
tice of the request. 

§ 51.46 Reconsideration of objection at 
the instance of the Attorney Gen-
eral. 

(a) Where there appears to have been 
a substantial change in operative fact 
or relevant law, or where it appears 
there may have been a misinterpreta-
tion of fact or mistake in the law, an 
objection may be reconsidered, if it is 
deemed appropriate, at the instance of 
the Attorney General. 

(b) Notice of such a decision to recon-
sider shall be given to the submitting 
authority, to any party who com-
mented on the submission or requested 
notice of the Attorney General’s action 
thereon, and to interested parties reg-
istered under § 51.32, and the Attorney 
General shall decide whether to with-
draw or to continue the objection only 
after such persons have had a reason-
able opportunity to comment. 

[52 FR 490, Jan. 6, 1987, as amended by Order 
3262–2011, 76 FR 21247, Apr. 15, 2011] 

§ 51.47 Conference. 
(a) A submitting authority that has 

requested reconsideration of an objec-
tion pursuant to § 51.45 may request a 
conference to produce information or 
legal argument in support of reconsid-
eration. 

(b) Such a conference shall be held at 
a location determined by the Attorney 
General and shall be conducted in an 
informal manner. 

(c) When a submitting authority re-
quests such a conference, individuals or 
groups that commented on the change 
prior to the Attorney General’s objec-
tion or that seek to participate in re-
sponse to any notice of a request for re-
consideration shall be notified and 
given the opportunity to confer. 

(d) The Attorney General shall have 
the discretion to hold separate meet-
ings to confer with the submitting au-
thority and other interested groups or 
individuals. 

(e) Such conferences will be open to 
the public or to the press only at the 
discretion of the Attorney General and 
with the agreement of the partici-
pating parties. 

§ 51.48 Decision after reconsideration. 
(a) It is the practice of the Attorney 

General to notify the submitting au-
thority of the decision to continue or 
withdraw an objection within a 60-day 
period following receipt of a reconsid-
eration request or following notice 
given under § 51.46(b), except that this 
60-day period shall be recommenced 
upon receipt of any documents or writ-
ten information from the submitting 
authority that materially supplements 
the reconsideration review, irrespec-
tive of whether the submitting author-
ity provides the documents or informa-
tion at its own instance or pursuant to 
a request (written or oral) by the At-
torney General. The 60-day reconsider-
ation period may be extended to allow 
a 15-day decision period following a 
conference held pursuant to § 51.47. The 
60-day reconsideration period shall be 
computed in the manner specified in 
§ 51.9. Where the reconsideration is at 
the instance of the Attorney General, 
the first day of the period shall be the 
day after the notice required by 
§ 51.46(b) is transmitted to the submit-
ting authority. The reasons for the re-
consideration decision shall be stated. 

(b) The objection shall be withdrawn 
if the Attorney General is satisfied 
that the change neither has the pur-
pose nor will have the effect of denying 
or abridging the right to vote on ac-
count of race, color, or membership in 
a language minority group. 

(c) If the objection is not withdrawn, 
the submitting authority shall be ad-
vised that notwithstanding the objec-
tion it may institute an action in the 
U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia for a declaratory judgment 
that the change objected to by the At-
torney General neither has the purpose 
nor will have the effect of denying or 
abridging the right to vote on account 
of race, color, or membership in a lan-
guage minority group. 

(d) An objection remains in effect 
until either it is specifically withdrawn 
by the Attorney General or a declara-
tory judgment with respect to the 
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