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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–11 Edition) § 1915.3 

as amended by Executive Orders 10277 
and 10352 (3 CFR, 1949–1953 Comp., pp. 
356, 778 and 873); or to matters within 
the regulatory authority of the United 
States Coast Guard with respect to 
lights, warning devices, safety equip-
ment and other matters relating to the 
promotion of safety of lives and prop-
erty under section 4(e) of the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 
1333). 

§ 1915.3 Responsibility. 
(a) The responsibility for compliance 

with the regulations of this part is 
placed upon ‘‘employers’’ as defined in 
§ 1915.4. 

(b) This part does not apply to own-
ers, operators, agents or masters of 
vessels unless such persons are acting 
as ‘‘employers.’’ However, this part is 
not intended to relieve owners, opera-
tors, agents or masters of vessels who 
are not ‘‘employers’’ from responsibil-
ities or duties now placed upon them 
by law, regulation or custom. 

(c) The responsibilities placed upon 
the competent person herein shall be 
deemed to be the responsibilities of the 
employer. 

§ 1915.4 Definitions. 
(a) The term SHALL indicates provi-

sions which are mandatory. 
(b) The term Secretary means the Sec-

retary of Labor. 
(c) The term employer means an em-

ployer, any of whose employees are em-
ployed, in whole or in part, in ship re-
pairing, shipbuilding, shipbreaking or 
related employments as defined in this 
section on the navigable waters of the 
United States, including dry docks, 
graving docks and marine railways. 

(d) The term employee means any per-
son engaged in ship repairing, ship-
building, shipbreaking or related em-
ployments on the navigable waters of 
the United States, including dry docks, 
graving docks and marine railways, 
other than the master, ship’s officers, 
crew of the vessel, or any person en-
gaged by the master to repair any ves-
sel under 18 net tons. 

(e) The term gangway means any 
ramp-like or stair-like means of access 
provided to enable personnel to board 
or leave a vessel including accommoda-
tion ladders, gangplanks and brows. 

(f) The term vessel includes every de-
scription of watercraft or other artifi-
cial contrivance used, or capable of 
being used, as a means of transpor-
tation on water, including special pur-
pose floating structures not primarily 
designed for or used as a means of 
transportation on water. 

(g) For purposes of § 1915.74, the term 
barge means an unpowered, flat bot-
tom, shallow draft vessel including 
scows, carfloats and lighters. For pur-
poses of this section, the term does not 
include ship shaped or deep draft 
barges. 

(h) For purposes of § 1915.74, the term 
river tow boat means a shallow draft, 
low free board, self-propelled vessel de-
signed to tow river barges by pushing 
ahead. For purposes of this section, the 
term does not include other towing 
vessels. 

(i) The term shipyard employment 
means ship repairing, shipbuilding, 
shipbreaking and related employments. 

(j) The terms ship repair and ship re-
pairing mean any repair of a vessel in-
cluding, but not restricted to, alter-
ations, conversions, installations, 
cleaning, painting, and maintenance 
work. 

(k) The term shipbuilding means the 
construction of a vessel including the 
installation of machinery and equip-
ment. 

(l) The term shipbreaking means any 
breaking down of a vessel’s structure 
for the purpose of scrapping the vessel, 
including the removal of gear, equip-
ment or any component part of a ves-
sel. 

(m) The term related employment 
means any employment performed as 
an incident to or in conjunction with 
ship repairing, shipbuilding or 
shipbreaking work, including, but not 
restricted to, inspection, testing, and 
employment as a watchman. 

(n) The term hazardous substance 
means a substance which by reason of 
being explosive, flammable, poisonous, 
corrosive, oxidizing, irritant, or other-
wise harmful is likely to cause injury. 

(o) The term competent person for pur-
poses of this part means a person who 
is capable of recognizing and evalu-
ating employee exposure to hazardous 
substances or to other unsafe condi-
tions and is capable of specifying the 
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