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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–11 Edition) § 1926.850 

DECOMPRESSION TABLE NO. 2—Continued 
[Do not interpolate, use next higher value for conditions not computed] 

Working chamber pressure 
p.s.i.g. 

Working 
period 
hours 

Decompression data 

Stage No. 
Pressure reduc. p.s.i.g. Time in 

stage min-
utes 

Pressure 
reduc. rate 
Min/pound 

Total time 
decom-

press min-
utes From To 

3 18 4 130 8.58 ..................
4 4 0 130 32.50 279 

5 1 50 34 3 0.20 ..................
2 34 18 16 1.00 ..................
3 18 4 160 11.42 ..................

DECOMPRESSION TABLE NO. 2—CONTINUED 
[Do not interpolate, use next higher value for conditions not computed] 

Working chamber pressure 
p.s.i.g. 

Working 
period 
hours 

Decompression data 

Stage No. 
Pressure reduc. p.s.i.g. Time in 

stage min-
utes 

Pressure 
reduc. rate 
Min/pound 

Total time 
decom-

press min-
utes From To 

4 4 0 130 32.50 309 
6 1 50 34 3 0.20 ..................

2 34 18 16 1.00 ..................
3 18 4 180 12.85 ..................
4 4 0 130 32.50 329 

[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979; 44 FR 20940, Apr. 6. 1979; as amended at 58 FR 35311, June 30, 1993] 

Subpart T—Demolition 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 107, Contract Work Hours 
and Safety Standards Act (Construction 
Safety Act) (40 U.S.C. 333); secs. 4, 6, 8, Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 
U.S.C. 653, 655, 657); Secretary of Labor’s 
Order No. 12–71 (36 FR 8754), 8–76 (41 FR 
25059), or 9–83 (48 FR 35736), as applicable. 

§ 1926.850 Preparatory operations. 
(a) Prior to permitting employees to 

start demolition operations, an engi-
neering survey shall be made, by a 
competent person, of the structure to 
determine the condition of the fram-
ing, floors, and walls, and possibility of 
unplanned collapse of any portion of 
the structure. Any adjacent structure 
where employees may be exposed shall 
also be similarly checked. The em-
ployer shall have in writing evidence 
that such a survey has been performed. 

(b) When employees are required to 
work within a structure to be demol-
ished which has been damaged by fire, 
flood, explosion, or other cause, the 
walls or floor shall be shored or braced. 

(c) All electric, gas, water, steam, 
sewer, and other service lines shall be 
shut off, capped, or otherwise con-

trolled, outside the building line before 
demolition work is started. In each 
case, any utility company which is in-
volved shall be notified in advance. 

(d) If it is necessary to maintain any 
power, water or other utilities during 
demolition, such lines shall be tempo-
rarily relocated, as necessary, and pro-
tected. 

(e) It shall also be determined if any 
type of hazardous chemicals, gases, ex-
plosives, flammable materials, or simi-
larly dangerous substances have been 
used in any pipes, tanks, or other 
equipment on the property. When the 
presence of any such substances is ap-
parent or suspected, testing and purg-
ing shall be performed and the hazard 
eliminated before demolition is start-
ed. 

(f) Where a hazard exists from frag-
mentation of glass, such hazards shall 
be removed. 

(g) Where a hazard exists to employ-
ees falling through wall openings, the 
opening shall be protected to a height 
of approximately 42 inches. 

(h) When debris is dropped through 
holes in the floor without the use of 
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chutes, the area onto which the mate-
rial is dropped shall be completely en-
closed with barricades not less than 42 
inches high and not less than 6 feet 
back from the projected edge of the 
opening above. Signs, warning of the 
hazard of falling materials, shall be 
posted at each level. Removal shall not 
be permitted in this lower area until 
debris handling ceases above. 

(i) All floor openings, not used as ma-
terial drops, shall be covered over with 
material substantial enough to support 
the weight of any load which may be 
imposed. Such material shall be prop-
erly secured to prevent its accidental 
movement. 

(j) Except for the cutting of holes in 
floors for chutes, holes through which 
to drop materials, preparation of stor-
age space, and similar necessary pre-
paratory work, the demolition of exte-
rior walls and floor construction shall 
begin at the top of the structure and 
proceed downward. Each story of exte-
rior wall and floor construction shall 
be removed and dropped into the stor-
age space before commencing the re-
moval of exterior walls and floors in 
the story next below. 

(k) Employee entrances to multi- 
story structures being demolished shall 
be completely protected by sidewalk 
sheds or canopies, or both, providing 
protection from the face of the build-
ing for a minimum of 8 feet. All such 
canopies shall be at least 2 feet wider 
than the building entrances or open-
ings (1 foot wider on each side thereof), 
and shall be capable of sustaining a 
load of 150 pounds per square foot. 

§ 1926.851 Stairs, passageways, and 
ladders. 

(a) Only those stairways, passage-
ways, and ladders, designated as means 
of access to the structure of a building, 
shall be used. Other access ways shall 
be entirely closed at all times. 

(b) All stairs, passageways, ladders 
and incidental equipment thereto, 
which are covered by this section, shall 
be periodically inspected and main-
tained in a clean safe condition. 

(c) In a multistory building, when a 
stairwell is being used, it shall be prop-
erly illuminated by either natural or 
artificial means, and completely and 
substantially covered over at a point 

not less than two floors below the floor 
on which work is being performed, and 
access to the floor where the work is in 
progress shall be through a properly 
lighted, protected, and separate pas-
sageway. 

§ 1926.852 Chutes. 

(a) No material shall be dropped to 
any point lying outside the exterior 
walls of the structure unless the area is 
effectively protected. 

(b) All materials chutes, or sections 
thereof, at an angle of more than 45° 
from the horizontal, shall be entirely 
enclosed, except for openings equipped 
with closures at or about floor level for 
the insertion of materials. The open-
ings shall not exceed 48 inches in 
height measured along the wall of the 
chute. At all stories below the top 
floor, such openings shall be kept 
closed when not in use. 

(c) A substantial gate shall be in-
stalled in each chute at or near the dis-
charge end. A competent employee 
shall be assigned to control the oper-
ation of the gate, and the backing and 
loading of trucks. 

(d) When operations are not in 
progress, the area surrounding the dis-
charge end of a chute shall be securely 
closed off. 

(e) Any chute opening, into which 
workmen dump debris, shall be pro-
tected by a substantial guardrail ap-
proximately 42 inches above the floor 
or other surface on which the men 
stand to dump the material. Any space 
between the chute and the edge of 
openings in the floors through which it 
passes shall be solidly covered over. 

(f) Where the material is dumped 
from mechanical equipment or wheel-
barrows, a securely attached toeboard 
or bumper, not less than 4 inches thick 
and 6 inches high, shall be provided at 
each chute opening. 

(g) Chutes shall be designed and con-
structed of such strength as to elimi-
nate failure due to impact of materials 
or debris loaded therein. 

§ 1926.853 Removal of materials 
through floor openings. 

Any openings cut in a floor for the 
disposal of materials shall be no larger 
in size than 25 percent of the aggregate 
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