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safety and health committee shall be
notified of the failure to abate.

(c) The official in charge of the estab-
lishment shall promptly prepare an
abatement plan with the appropriate
participation of the establishment’s
Safety and Health Official or a des-
ignee, if in the judgment of the estab-
lishment official the abatement of an
unsafe or unhealthful working condi-
tion will not be possible within 30 cal-
endar days. Such plan shall contain an
explanation of the circumstances of the
delay in abatement, a proposed time-
table for the abatement, and a sum-
mary of steps being taken in the in-
terim to protect employees from being
injured as a result of the unsafe or
unhealthful working condition. A copy
of the plan shall be sent to the safety
and health committee, and, if no com-
mittee exists, to the representative of
the employees. Any changes in an
abatement plan will require the prepa-
ration of a new plan in accordance with
the provisions of this section.

(d) When a hazard cannot be abated
within the authority and resources of
the official in charge of the establish-
ment, that official shall request assist-
ance from appropriate higher author-
ity. The local safety and health offi-
cial, any established committee and/or
employee representatives, and all per-
sonnel subject to the hazard shall be
advised of this action and of interim
protective measures in effect, and shall
be kept informed of subsequent
progress on the abatement plan.

(e) When a hazard cannot be abated
without assistance of the General Serv-
ices Administration or other Federal
lessor agency, the occupant agency
shall act with the lessor agency to se-
cure abatement. Procedures for coordi-
nation with the General Services Ad-
ministration are contained in subpart
E of this part.

§1960.31 Inspections by OSHA.

(a) The Secretary or the Secretary’s
representatives are authorized to con-
duct, when the Secretary deems nec-
essary, announced or unannounced in-
spections in the following situations:

(1) Where an agency has not estab-
lished occupational safety and health
committees or where committees no
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longer operate in conformance to the
requirements of subpart F of this part;

(2) In response to a request from half
the membership of record of any cer-
tified safety and health committee;
and

(3) In response to an employee’s re-
port of an imminent danger situation,
where there is a certified committee,
but where the Secretary determines
that neither the agency nor the com-
mittee has responded to the employee.

(b) The Secretary’s inspectors or
evaluators are authorized: to enter
without delay, and at reasonable times,
any building, installation, facility,
construction site, or other area, work-
place, or environment where work is
performed by employees of the agency;
to inspect and investigate during reg-
ular working hours and at other rea-
sonable times, and within reasonable
limits and in a reasonable manner, any
such place of employment, and all per-
tinent conditions, structures, ma-
chines, apparatus, devices, equipment,
and materials therein, and to question
privately any employee, any super-
visory employee, and/or any official in
charge of an establishment.

(c) The Secretary may also make
scheduled inspections as an integral
part of OSHA’s evaluation of an agen-
cy’s safety and health program in ac-
cordance with subpart J of this part.

(d) OSHA inspections shall follow the
general format set forth for agency in-
spections in other applicable parts of
this subpart.

Subpart E—General Services Ad-
ministration and Other Federal
Agencies

§1960.34 General provisions.

Within six months of the effective
date of this part, the Secretary of
Labor and the Administrator of the
General Services Administration (GSA)
shall initiate a study of conflicts that
may exist in their standards con-
cerning Federal buildings, leased space,
products purchased or supplied, and
other requirements affecting Federal
employee safety and health. Both agen-
cies shall establish and publish a joint
procedure for resolving conflicting
standards. All other Federal agencies
that have authority for purchasing
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