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Proclamations Proc. 8472 

We must join together as a Nation and global community to provide that 
safe haven by protecting victims and prosecuting traffickers. With im-
proved victim identification, medical and social services, training for first 
responders, and increased public awareness, the men, women, and children 
who have suffered this scourge can overcome the bonds of modern slavery, 
receive protection and justice, and successfully reclaim their rightful inde-
pendence. 

Fighting modern slavery and human trafficking is a shared responsibility. 
This month, I urge all Americans to educate themselves about all forms of 
modern slavery and the signs and consequences of human trafficking. To-
gether, we can and must end this most serious, ongoing criminal civil 
rights violation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2010 as National 
Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month, culminating in the an-
nual celebration of National Freedom Day on February 1. I call upon the 
people of the United States to recognize the vital role we can play in end-
ing modern slavery, and to observe this month with appropriate programs 
and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8472 of January 8, 2010 

National Influenza Vaccination Week, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Since the first United States cases were identified in April of last year, our 
Nation has witnessed the worldwide spread of the H1N1 influenza virus. 
To date, tens of millions of Americans have contracted this virus. While 
the vast majority of those affected have recovered without incident, an un-
usually high proportion of children and younger adults have developed se-
rious complications, resulting in hospitalization or even death. We know 
that influenza vaccination is the best way to protect ourselves against the 
flu, and my Administration moved swiftly to respond to this threat by as-
sisting in the development of a vaccine, which is now widely available and 
has shown to be both safe and effective. 

Every American has a role to play in fighting the H1N1 flu. Expectant 
mothers, children, young adults, and all those under the age of 65 with 
chronic health conditions are at high risk for H1N1 flu-related complica-
tions and should get the vaccine as soon as possible. Those not at high risk 
can protect themselves and prevent the virus from spreading to more vul-
nerable members of their families and communities by getting vaccinated 
as well. 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 8473 

This week presents a window of opportunity for us to prevent a possible 
third wave of H1N1 flu in the United States. I strongly encourage those 
who have not yet received the H1N1 flu vaccine to do so. Visit flu.gov to 
find vaccination sites in communities across our country and to stay in-
formed. Together, we can all fight the H1N1 flu and help protect our fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of January 10– 
16, 2010, as National Influenza Vaccination Week. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to observe this week by getting the H1N1 flu vaccine if they have not 
yet done so, and by asking their families, friends, and co-workers to do the 
same. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8473 of January 15, 2010 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., challenged our Nation to recog-
nize that our individual liberty relies upon our common equality. In com-
munities marred by division and injustice, the movement he built from the 
ground up forced open doors to negotiation. The strength of his leadership 
was matched only by the power of his words, which still call on us to per-
fect those sacred ideals enshrined in our founding documents. 

‘‘We have an opportunity to make America a better Nation,’’ Dr. King said 
on the eve of his death. ‘‘I may not get there with you. But I want you to 
know tonight that we, as a people, will get to the promised land.’’ Though 
we have made great strides since the turbulent era of Dr. King’s movement, 
his work and our journey remain unfinished. Only when our children are 
free to pursue their full measure of success—unhindered by the color of 
their skin, their gender, the faith in their heart, the people they love, or 
the fortune of their birth—will we have reached our destination. 

Today, we are closer to fulfilling America’s promise of economic and social 
justice because we stand on the shoulders of giants like Dr. King, yet our 
future progress will depend on how we prepare our next generation of 
leaders. We must fortify their ladders of opportunity by correcting social 
injustice, breaking the cycle of poverty in struggling communities, and rein-
vesting in our schools. Education can unlock a child’s potential and re-
mains our strongest weapon against injustice and inequality. 

Recognizing that our Nation has yet to reach Dr. King’s promised land is 
not an admission of defeat, but a call to action. In these challenging times, 
too many Americans face limited opportunities, but our capacity to support 
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