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Proclamations Proc. 8483 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 7 through March 
13, 2010, as National Consumer Protection Week. I call upon government 
officials, industry leaders, and consumer advocates across our Nation to 
share information about consumer protection; and I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn more about marketing and business, whether they are shop-
ping at their local store or in the global online marketplace. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8483 of March 5, 2010 

Save Your Vision Week, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

While many Americans are fortunate to have healthy eyes, millions are af-
fected by low vision or blindness. Maintaining good vision requires early 
diagnosis and timely treatment of eye conditions. Save Your Vision Week 
is a time for all Americans to take action to protect their sight. 

Vision loss affects everyone, from infants with genetic conditions, to teens 
and adults with refractive errors, to older individuals with cataracts and 
other age-related eye diseases. Through recent studies, scientists and clini-
cians have identified risk factors, early detection methods, and new treat-
ments for many eye conditions, but individuals can also take steps to pro-
tect their own vision. 

By getting regular eye examinations, Americans can take advantage of med-
ical breakthroughs that allow early detection and treatment of vision loss. 
Doctors also recommend maintaining a healthy diet, not smoking, and 
wearing sunglasses or suitable eye protection when playing sports or per-
forming household chores and yard work. This week, I encourage all Amer-
icans to visit the National Eye Institute website at www.NEI.NIH.gov to 
find eye care professionals in communities across our country and to ac-
cess the latest eye health information. 

To remind Americans about the importance of safeguarding their eyesight, 
the United States Congress, by joint resolution approved December 30, 
1963, as amended (77 Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 138), has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim the first week in March of each year as 
‘‘Save Your Vision Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim March 7 through March 13, 2010, as Save 
Your Vision Week. During this time, I invite eye care professionals, teach-
ers, members of the media, and all organizations dedicated to preserving 
eyesight to join in activities that will raise awareness of eye and vision 
health. 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 8484 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8484 of March 15, 2010 

National Poison Prevention Week, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Since 1962, during National Poison Prevention Week we alert American 
families about the dangers of accidental poisonings and provide informa-
tion on safety measures that can prevent senseless injuries and deaths. 
With nearly two million poison exposures reported each year, we must take 
every precaution to guard against these preventable tragedies. 

Sadly, more than half of all reported poisonings involve children under the 
age of six, and the vast majority take place in the home. Parents should 
keep household chemicals and medicines in child-proof containers, beyond 
the reach of their children. Thanks to safety regulations and awareness 
campaigns like National Poison Prevention Week, childhood death rates 
from unintentional poisonings have fallen considerably. However, adult 
death rates have steadily risen in recent years. 

We must each remember to read labels thoroughly before taking medica-
tions, to keep medicines in their original packaging, and to dispose of them 
properly. Consulting a physician before combining prescription drugs or 
using them with alcohol also reduces our risks. 

In the event of an accidental poisoning, crucial information and immediate 
action can save lives. Individuals can call the toll-free national poison con-
trol hotline at 1–800–222–1222 to be connected to one of dozens of local 
poison control centers, which are open 24 hours every day. These centers 
provide emergency assistance, offer guidance on poison prevention, and 
answer questions concerning potential exposure. 

To encourage Americans to learn more about the dangers of accidental 
poisonings and to take appropriate preventive measures, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved September 26, 1961, as amended (75 Stat. 681), 
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation desig-
nating the third week of March each year as ‘‘National Poison Prevention 
Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim the third week of March of each year as Na-
tional Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this 
week by taking actions to protect their families from hazardous household 
materials and from the misuse of prescription medications. 
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