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connect with one another. Public-private partnerships are also expanding
the scope and effectiveness of volunteerism.

My Administration is committed to ushering in a new era of service and
responsibility. We launched United We Serve, a nationwide initiative to
encourage all Americans to make service a part of their daily lives. The Ed-
ward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, which I signed last year, has ex-
panded and updated programs at the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service, harnessing the energy of millions to meet our most pressing
national challenges. We are also investing in social innovation and volun-
teer management to give community groups the capacity to tackle local
concerns.

During National Volunteer Week, we honor the ordinary people who give
of themselves to accomplish extraordinary things, and we encourage more
Americans to strengthen our country by volunteering. Visit Serve.gov to
find volunteer opportunities across America and resources to start your
own project. This website highlights volunteer opportunities for Americans
of all ages, and I especially hope our young people will be inspired to chart
a course of service.

Whether through the workplace or a house of worship, in our own neigh-
borhoods or in another state or country, service binds us together as Ameri-
cans in a way nothing else can. It defines us as a people, and it is essential
to achieving our national priorities. Together, let us answer the call, take
hold of our shared future, and meet the challenges of our new century.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 18 through April
24, 2010, as National Volunteer Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week by volunteering in service projects across our country and pledg-
ing to make service a part of their daily lives.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8501 of April 16, 2010

National Day of Service and Remembrance for Victims and
Survivors of Terrorism, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

There is no greater evil than willful violence against innocents. On this Na-
tional Day of Service and Remembrance for Victims and Survivors of Ter-
rorism, we pause to remember victims of terrorism at home and abroad, we
honor the heroes who have supported them, and we redouble our efforts
to build the kind of world that is worthy of their legacy.
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Fifteen years ago, terrorists bombed the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building
in Oklahoma City, killing over 160 men, women, and children, and injuring
hundreds more. Even before the dust settled, heroes had emerged. First re-
sponders, medical professionals, clergy, relief organizations, local leaders,
and everyday citizens stepped forward to help victims and their families.
Again, when terrorists struck on September 11, 2001, and thousands of
Americans—and scores of foreign nationals—perished in New York City, at
the Pentagon, and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, Americans made a historic
effort to assist all those affected. The dignity of those who were attacked—
and the courage of those who came to their aid—reaffirmed the strength of
our Nation, and the human spirit.

Terrorists prey on the innocent and vulnerable, and have nothing to offer
except hatred and destruction. No cause justifies their actions, yet they
have claimed many victims around the world. Wherever they kidnap or
kill, they reveal only their own bankrupt vision, and disrupt or destroy
lives. Their actions impact not only their victims, but the families, friends,
and fellow citizens of those who are targeted.

Survivors of terrorism and their families, though bound at first by anguish
and loss, are united by extraordinary acts of courage, love, faith, and com-
mitment. They have risen against terrorism in the aftermath of the Okla-
homa City bombing, the September 11 attacks, and other incidents of vio-
lence around the world. They are giving a voice to victims, speaking out
against violent and extremist ideologies, easing the suffering of survivors,
and helping them heal and hope once more.

Today, let us honor the good works of this inspiring movement that shows
us that hope is more powerful than fear, and recognize the sacrifice of ex-
traordinary citizens worldwide who have shown fortitude in the face of un-
speakable tragedy.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 19, 2010, as Na-
tional Day of Service and Remembrance for Victims and Survivors of Ter-
rorism. I call upon all departments, agencies, and instrumentalities of the
United States to display the flag of the United States at half-staff on this
day in honor of the individuals who lost their lives as a result of terrorism.
I invite the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico and interested organizations and individuals to join in this observ-
ance. I encourage all Americans to observe this solemn day of remembrance
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and acts of community service in
memory of the victims and survivors of terrorism worldwide.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA
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