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Title 3—The President Proc. 8531 

During the month of June, we also honor the bonds of friendship between 
the United States and Caribbean countries. This year’s devastating earth-
quake in Haiti has brought untold grief to the Haitian-American commu-
nity, many who continue to mourn the loss of loved ones as they help re-
build their homeland. These families and individuals remain in our 
thoughts and prayers. The United States has proudly played a leading role 
in the international response to this crisis, which included vital contribu-
tions from countries throughout the Caribbean. As Haiti recovers, we will 
remain a steady and reliable partner. 

This month, we celebrate the triumph of Caribbean Americans, a diverse 
community that encompasses many nationalities and languages. They have 
become leaders in every sector of American life while maintaining the var-
ied traditions of their countries of origin. Caribbean Americans enrich our 
national character and strengthen the fabric of our culture, and we are 
proud they are part of the American family. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2010 as National 
Caribbean-American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to celebrate 
the history and culture of Caribbean Americans with appropriate cere-
monies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8531 of May 28, 2010 

National Oceans Month, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each year during National Oceans Month, we rededicate ourselves to pro-
tect the Earth’s dominant feature and precious resource. In 2010, this an-
nual observance falls at a time of environmental crisis, as we continue our 
relentless efforts to stop and contain the oil spill threatening the Gulf Coast 
region. The oil spill has already caused substantial damage to our coastline 
and its natural habitats, and negatively impacted the livelihoods of Gulf 
Coast small businesses and communities. The environmental and economic 
devastation to the Gulf Coast region requires our continuing efforts to re-
verse the damage to our coastlines and revitalize affected areas. 

As we respond to this disaster, we must not forget that our oceans, coasts, 
and Great Lakes demand our constant attention. They have long been under 
considerable strain from pollution, overfishing, climate change, and other 
human activity. Last year, I established the Interagency Ocean Policy Task 
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Force and charged it with developing a clear direction for meeting our en-
vironmental stewardship responsibilities. Our oceans face complex chal-
lenges, and we must take a comprehensive approach to ensure their sus-
tained protection, maintenance, and restoration. 

The vitality and bounty of America’s natural resources immeasurably im-
pact our lives. This year marks the 40th anniversary of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration. As we commemorate this special 
milestone, we are reminded by the ongoing Gulf Coast crisis that we still 
have much to do in order to safeguard our vast oceanic resources for gen-
erations to come. Forty years from now, when our children look back on 
this moment, let them say that we did not waiver, but rather seized this 
opportunity to fulfill our duty to protect the waters that sustain us. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2010 as National 
Oceans Month. I call upon Americans to learn more about what they can 
do to protect, conserve, sustain, and enjoy our oceans, coasts, and Great 
Lakes. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8532 of May 28, 2010 

Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Since our Nation’s founding, America’s sons and daughters have given 
their lives in service to our country. From Concord and Gettysburg to 
Marne and Normandy, from Inchon and Khe Sanh to Baghdad and 
Kandahar, they departed our world as heroes and gave their lives for a 
cause greater than themselves. 

On Memorial Day, we pay tribute to those who have paid the ultimate 
price to defend the United States and the principles upon which America 
was founded. In honor of our country’s fallen, I encourage all Americans 
to unite at 3:00 p.m. local time to observe a National Moment of Remem-
brance. 

Today, Americans from all backgrounds and corners of our country serve 
with valor, courage, and distinction in the United States Armed Forces. 
They stand shoulder to shoulder with the giants of our Nation’s history, 
writing their own chapter in the American story. Many of today’s warriors 
know what it means to lose a friend too soon, and all our service members 
and their families understand the true meaning of sacrifice. 

This Memorial Day, we express our deepest appreciation to the men and 
women in uniform who gave their last full measure of devotion so we 
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