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healthy diet, and exercising may all help prevent certain cancers. We must 
ensure that more men are informed about all aspects of this disease, includ-
ing early detection and possible treatment. I encourage men to talk with 
their doctors about risk factors, prevention, and preventative screenings. 
And I invite all Americans to visit Cancer.gov for more information and re-
sources about the symptoms, diagnosis, and treatment of prostate and other 
cancers. 

Until we find a cure for this disease, my Administration will continue pro-
moting awareness of this illness and supporting prostate cancer research 
and treatment, including research to help determine why prostate cancer 
affects some racial and ethnic groups more than others. The National Can-
cer Institute, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the De-
partment of Defense all play vital roles in reducing the burden of prostate 
cancer through critical investments in research. The health care reforms in-
cluded in the landmark Affordable Care Act also address specific needs of 
individuals fighting cancer, including removing annual and lifetime caps 
on insurance coverage, prohibiting insurance companies from dropping 
coverage after an individual gets sick, and guaranteeing insurance coverage 
for individuals participating in clinical trials, the cornerstone of cancer re-
search. 

As we observe National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, we stand by the 
fathers, brothers, husbands, and sons battling prostate cancer, as well as 
their families and the health care providers, researchers, and advocates 
who are working to combat this disease and save lives. By joining together 
to raise awareness of prostate cancer and supporting research, we can con-
tinue to make progress against this devastating disease. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2010 as Pros-
tate Cancer Awareness Month. I encourage all citizens, Government agen-
cies, private businesses, nonprofit organizations, and other groups to join 
in activities that will increase awareness and prevention of prostate cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8553 of August 31, 2010 

National Wilderness Month, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For centuries, the American spirit of exploration and discovery has led us 
to experience the majesty of our Nation’s wilderness. From raging rivers to 
serene prairies, from mountain peaks slicing the skyline to forests teeming 
with life, our Nation’s landscapes have provided wonder, inspiration, and 
strength to all Americans. Many sites continue to hold historical, cultural, 
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and religious significance for Indian tribes, the original stewards of this 
continent. We must continue to preserve and protect these scenic places 
and the life that inhabits them so they may be rediscovered and appre-
ciated by generations to come. 

As we celebrate America’s abundance of diverse lands, remarkable wildlife, 
and untamed beauty during National Wilderness Month, we also look back 
on our rich history of conservation. It was over 100 years ago that President 
Theodore Roosevelt marveled at the stark grandeur of the Grand Canyon 
and declared, ‘‘the ages have been at work on it, and man can only mar 
it.’’ Since that time, administrations have worked across party lines to de-
fend America’s breathtaking natural sites. President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed the Wilderness Act in 1964, and many Presidents have since added 
new places to this great network of protected lands so that millions of acres 
of forests, monuments, and parks will be preserved for our children and 
grandchildren. 

Following in the footsteps of my predecessors, I signed the Omnibus Public 
Land Management Act last year to restore and protect more of our cher-
ished wild spaces. In April of this year, I established the America’s Great 
Outdoors Initiative to develop a community-based 21st century conserva-
tion agenda that can also spur job creation in the tourism and recreation 
industries. My Administration will continue to work closely with our State, 
local, and tribal partners to connect Americans with the great outdoors. 

This month, we renew our pledge to build upon the legacy of our forebears. 
Together, we must ensure that future generations can experience the tran-
quility and grandeur of America’s natural places. As we resolve to meet 
this responsibility, let us also reflect on the ways in which our lives have 
been enriched by the gift of the American wilderness. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2010 as Na-
tional Wilderness Month. I invite all Americans to visit and enjoy our wil-
derness areas, to learn about their vast history, and to aid in the protection 
of our precious national treasures. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8554 of September 1, 2010 

National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

One of the greatest responsibilities we have as a Nation is to safeguard the 
health and well-being of our children. We now face a national childhood 
obesity crisis, with nearly one in every three of America’s children being 
overweight or obese. There are concrete steps we can take right away as 
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