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I encourage even more Americans to volunteer in local projects to have a 
greater impact on parks and public lands across our Nation. 

Taking care of our public lands is and must continue to be a proud Amer-
ican tradition. In April, I hosted the White House Conference on America’s 
Great Outdoors to address challenges and opportunities surrounding con-
servation today, and to identify new ways to work together to preserve our 
natural bounty. I also inaugurated the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative 
to build a conservation agenda for the 21st century, and to reconnect Amer-
icans to our great outdoors. To do this, I instructed my Administration to 
participate in listening sessions around the country to hear Americans’ con-
cerns, and to learn about what citizens and communities are doing to safe-
guard our land, water, and wildlife, as well as places of historic and cul-
tural significance. As a Nation, we must engage in a new conversation 
about the conservation of the cherished places that have helped define us. 

On this day of service and celebration, I encourage all Americans to give 
their time and energy to care for—and to go out and enjoy—our public 
lands. Together, we can build upon our history of stewardship so our 
unique landscapes are preserved for countless generations to come. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 25, 2010, as 
National Public Lands Day. I invite all Americans to join me in a day of 
service for our public lands. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8569 of September 24, 2010 

Gold Star Mother’s and Families’ Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In a long line of heroes stretching from the greens of Lexington and Con-
cord to the mountains of Afghanistan, selfless patriots have defended our 
lives and liberties with valor and honor. They have been ordinary Ameri-
cans who loved their country so profoundly that they were willing to give 
their lives to keep it safe and free. As we pay tribute to the valiant men 
and women in uniform lost in battle, we also recognize the deep loss and 
great strength of those who share in that ultimate sacrifice: America’s Gold 
Star Mothers and Families. 

For those in our Armed Forces who gave their last full measure of devo-
tion, their loved ones know the high cost of our hard-won freedoms and 
security. An empty seat at the table and missed milestones leave a void 
that can never be filled, yet the legacy of our fallen heroes lives on in the 
people they loved. Their exceptional spirit of service dwells in the pride 
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of Gold Star parents, who instilled the values that led these brave men and 
women to service. It grows in the hearts of their children, who know that, 
despite their absence, they gave their lives so others might be free. And, 
it echoes in the enduring love of their spouses—the backbone of our mili-
tary families—who supported the person they cherished most in the world 
in serving our Nation. Though our Gold Star families have sacrificed more 
than most can ever imagine, they still find the courage and strength to com-
fort other families, support veterans, and give back to their communities. 

It is from these examples of unwavering patriotism that we witness the val-
ues and ideals for which our country was founded, and for which Amer-
ica’s sons and daughters have laid down their lives. As members of a grate-
ful Nation, we owe a debt we can never repay, but hold this sacred obliga-
tion forever in our hearts, minds, and actions. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 
1895 as amended), has designated the last Sunday in September as ‘‘Gold 
Star Mother’s Day.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 26, 
2010, as Gold Star Mother’s and Families’ Day. I call upon all Government 
officials to display the flag of the United States over Government buildings 
on this special day. I also encourage the American people to display the 
flag and hold appropriate ceremonies as a public expression of our Nation’s 
sympathy, support, and respect for our Gold Star Mothers and Families. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8570 of September 27, 2010 

Family Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Committed families shape and guide our children, preparing them for every 
obstacle they may encounter and encouraging them to overcome life’s most 
demanding challenges. Today, our young people are exposed to negative 
influences that can lead to dangerous decisions, such as abusing drugs and 
alcohol. When parents, loved ones, and mentors take the time to educate 
youth about the risks they face, they can change attitudes and reduce the 
likelihood their loved ones will use alcohol and illicit drugs. On Family 
Day, we honor the devotion of parents and family members, and recognize 
their critical role in teaching our young people positive and healthy behav-
iors. 

Parents across America balance demanding responsibilities at work with 
family needs, including valuable time spent with their children. America’s 
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