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of Gold Star parents, who instilled the values that led these brave men and 
women to service. It grows in the hearts of their children, who know that, 
despite their absence, they gave their lives so others might be free. And, 
it echoes in the enduring love of their spouses—the backbone of our mili-
tary families—who supported the person they cherished most in the world 
in serving our Nation. Though our Gold Star families have sacrificed more 
than most can ever imagine, they still find the courage and strength to com-
fort other families, support veterans, and give back to their communities. 

It is from these examples of unwavering patriotism that we witness the val-
ues and ideals for which our country was founded, and for which Amer-
ica’s sons and daughters have laid down their lives. As members of a grate-
ful Nation, we owe a debt we can never repay, but hold this sacred obliga-
tion forever in our hearts, minds, and actions. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 
1895 as amended), has designated the last Sunday in September as ‘‘Gold 
Star Mother’s Day.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 26, 
2010, as Gold Star Mother’s and Families’ Day. I call upon all Government 
officials to display the flag of the United States over Government buildings 
on this special day. I also encourage the American people to display the 
flag and hold appropriate ceremonies as a public expression of our Nation’s 
sympathy, support, and respect for our Gold Star Mothers and Families. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8570 of September 27, 2010 

Family Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Committed families shape and guide our children, preparing them for every 
obstacle they may encounter and encouraging them to overcome life’s most 
demanding challenges. Today, our young people are exposed to negative 
influences that can lead to dangerous decisions, such as abusing drugs and 
alcohol. When parents, loved ones, and mentors take the time to educate 
youth about the risks they face, they can change attitudes and reduce the 
likelihood their loved ones will use alcohol and illicit drugs. On Family 
Day, we honor the devotion of parents and family members, and recognize 
their critical role in teaching our young people positive and healthy behav-
iors. 

Parents across America balance demanding responsibilities at work with 
family needs, including valuable time spent with their children. America’s 
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youth encounter difficult choices in their daily lives, and we must be there 
for them as they strive to succeed in school and resist pressures to use dan-
gerous substances that can affect their health and limit their potential. Con-
cerned and active parents and guardians play a critical role in keeping our 
children drug-free, and they can demonstrate by example how to lead a 
healthy and drug-free life. I encourage all Americans to visit 
www.TheAntiDrug.com for information and resources to talk with children 
and warn them against the perils of drug use. 

Simple daily activities such as sharing a meal, a conversation, or a book 
can have an enormous impact on the life of a child. Strong and engaged 
families help build a strong America, and it is our responsibility as con-
cerned family members to discuss the dangers of substance abuse. On this 
Family Day, let us recommit to creating a solid foundation for the future 
health and happiness of all our Nation’s children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 27, 2010, as 
Family Day. I call upon the people of the United States to join together in 
observing this day by spending time with your families, and by engaging 
in appropriate ceremonies and activities to honor and strengthen our Na-
tion’s families. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh 
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8571 of October 1, 2010 

National Arts and Humanities Month, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Throughout history, the arts and humanities have helped men and women 
around the globe grapple with the most challenging questions and come to 
know the most basic truths. In our increasingly interconnected world, the 
arts play an important role in both shaping the character that defines us 
and reminding us of our shared humanity. This month, we celebrate our 
Nation’s arts and humanities, and we recommit to ensuring all Americans 
can access and experience them. 

Our strength as a Nation has always come from our ability to recognize our-
selves in each other, and American artists, historians, and philosophers 
have helped enable us to find our common humanity. Through powerful 
scenes on pages, canvases, and stages, the arts have spurred our imagina-
tions, lifted our hearts, and united us all without regard to belief or back-
ground. 

The arts and humanities have also helped fuel our economy as well as our 
souls. Across our country, men and women in the non-profit and for-profit 
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