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across the Euro-Atlantic region. On this day, we reaffirm our sincere belief
that security is indivisible, and must be rooted in confidence, cooperation,
transparency, and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. We
also recommit to calling on fellow participating states to reexamine their
compliance with their OSCE commitments.

The Helsinki Final Act, with its affirmation of fundamental human rights,
inspired many who struggled against repressive regimes and for human dig-
nity. Today, a new generation of brave women and men work tirelessly—
often risking their lives—to realize those same rights. We stand with them
and with all who advocate for the rights of their fellow citizens and for the
betterment of their societies.

Together, we will ensure the United States continues to serve as an exam-
ple in both word and deed to the Helsinki principles. As President Gerald
Ford said to his fellow signatories at the signing of the Helsinki Final Act,
history will judge us “not by the promises we make, but by the promises
we keep.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 1, 2010, as
Helsinki Human Rights Day. I call upon all the people of the United States
to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8609 of November 30, 2010

World AIDS Day, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On this World AIDS Day, as we approach the thirtieth year of the HIV/
AIDS pandemic, we reflect on the many Americans and others around the
globe lost to this devastating disease, and pledge our support to the 33 mil-
lion people worldwide who live with HIV/AIDS. We also recommit to
building on the great strides made in fighting HIV, to preventing the spread
of the disease, to continuing our efforts to combat stigma and discrimina-
tion, and to finding a cure.

Today, we are experiencing a domestic HIV epidemic that demands our at-
tention and leadership. My Administration has invigorated our response to
HIV by releasing the first comprehensive National HIV/AIDS Strategy for
the United States. Its vision is an America in which new HIV infections
are rare, and when they do occur, all persons—regardless of age, gender,
race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, or socio-economic cir-
cumstance—will have unfettered access to high-quality, life-extending care.
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Signifying a renewed level of commitment and urgency, the National HIV/
AIDS Strategy for the United States focuses on comprehensive, evidence-
based approaches to preventing HIV in high-risk communities. It strength-
ens efforts to link and retain people living with HIV into care, and lays out
new steps to ensure that the United States has the workforce necessary to
serve Americans living with HIV. The Strategy also provides a path for re-
ducing HIV-related health disparities by adopting community-level ap-
proaches to preventing and treating this disease, including addressing HIV-
related discrimination.

Along with this landmark Strategy, we have also made significant progress
with the health reform law I signed this year, the Affordable Care Act. For
far too long, Americans living with HIV and AIDS have endured great dif-
ficulties in obtaining adequate health insurance coverage and quality care.
The Affordable Care Act prohibits insurance companies from using HIV sta-
tus and other pre-existing conditions as a reason to deny health care cov-
erage to children as of this year, and to all Americans beginning in 2014.
To ensure that individuals living with HIV/AIDS can access the care they
need, the Affordable Care Act ends lifetime limits and phases out annual
limits on coverage. Starting in 2014, it forbids insurance companies from
charging higher premiums because of HIV status, and introduces tax credits
that will make coverage more affordable for all Americans. This landmark
law also provides access to insurance coverage through the Pre-Existing
Condition Insurance Plan for the uninsured with chronic conditions.

Our Government has a role to play in reducing stigma, which is why my
Administration eliminated the entry ban that previously barred individuals
living with HIV/AIDS from entering the United States. As a result, the 2012
International AIDS Conference will be held in Washington, D.C., the first
time this important meeting will be hosted by the United States in over two
decades. For more information about our commitment to fighting this epi-
demic and the stigma surrounding it, I encourage all Americans to visit:
www.AIDS.gov.

Tackling this disease requires a shared response that builds on the suc-
cesses achieved to date. Globally, tens of millions of people have benefited
from HIV prevention, treatment, and care programs supported by the Amer-
ican people. The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria support anti-
retroviral treatments for millions around the world. My Administration has
also made significant investments and increases in our efforts to fight the
spread of HIV/AIDS at home and abroad by implementing a comprehensive
package of proven prevention programs and improving the health of those
in developing countries. Additionally, the Global Health Initiative inte-
grates treatment and care with other interventions to provide a holistic ap-
proach to improving the health of people living with HIV/AIDS. Along
with our global partners, we will continue to focus on saving lives through
effective prevention activities, as well as other smart investments to maxi-
mize the impact of each dollar spent.

World AIDS Day serves as an important reminder that HIV/AIDS has not
gone away. More than one million Americans currently live with HIV/AIDS
in the United States, and more than 56,000 become infected each year. For
too long, this epidemic has loomed over our Nation and our world, taking
a devastating toll on some of the most vulnerable among us. On World
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AIDS Day, we mourn those we have lost and look to the promise of a
brighter future and a world without HIV/AIDS.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States do hereby proclaim December 1, 2010, as
World AIDS Day. I urge the Governors of the States and the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, and the American people to join in appropriate activi-
ties to remember the men, women, and children who have lost their lives
to AIDS and to provide support and comfort to those living with this dis-
ease.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8610 of December 1, 2010
National Impaired Driving Prevention Month, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every day, millions of Americans travel on our Nation’s roadways. Thou-
sands of these drivers and passengers tragically lose their lives each year
because of drunk, drugged, or distracted driving. During National Impaired
Driving Prevention Month, we recommit to preventing the loss of life by
practicing safe driving practices and reminding others to be sober, drug-
free, and safe on the road.

Impaired driving and its consequences can seriously alter or even destroy
lives and property in a moment. This reckless behavior not only includes
drunk driving, but also the growing problem of drugged driving. Drugs, in-
cluding those prescribed by a physician, can impair judgment and motor
skills. It is critical that we encourage our young people and fellow citizens
to make responsible decisions when driving or riding as a passenger, espe-
cially if drug use is apparent.

This National Impaired Driving Prevention Month, we must also draw at-
tention to the dangers of distracted driving, including using electronic
equipment or texting while behind the wheel of a vehicle. When people
take their attention away from the road to answer a call, respond to a mes-
sage, or use a device, they put themselves and others at risk. Distracted
driving is a serious, life-threatening practice, and I encourage everyone to
visit Distraction.gov to learn how to prevent distracted driving.

My Administration is dedicated to strengthening efforts against drunk,
drugged, and distracted driving. To lead by example, we have implemented
a nationwide ban prohibiting Federal employees from texting while driving
on Government business or when using a Government device. This holiday
season, the United States Department of Transportation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration is also sponsoring the campaign, “Drunk
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