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Looking to the future, we must safeguard the rich resources that have sup-
ported centuries of American growth and economic expansion, while also 
protecting the clean air and water that has helped keep our families 
healthy. To carry out these obligations, EPA will continue to make clean 
air, safe water, and unpolluted land a priority, and encourage America to 
be a leader in environmental protection through pollution prevention and 
the development of clean-energy alternatives to fossil fuels. The advances 
we make today will build a sustainable future for our country, creating new 
clean-energy jobs and laying the foundation for our long-term economic se-
curity. 

Four decades after its creation, EPA is building on its legacy of responsible 
stewardship and advancing environmental quality in the face of new chal-
lenges. As we strive to protect the integrity of our planet in the 21st cen-
tury, EPA continues to lead on critical global issues like reducing mercury 
pollution, fighting for environmental justice in overburdened communities, 
and confronting global climate change. The work of EPA benefits every 
American by making our environment safer and healthier while securing 
the path to a better future for our children and grandchildren. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 2, 2010, as the 
40th Anniversary of the United States Environmental Protection Agency. I 
call upon all Americans to observe this anniversary with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities that honor EPA’s history, accomplish-
ments, and contributions to our environment. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
December, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8612 of December 3, 2010 

International Day of Persons With Disabilities, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America stands in solidarity with the growing number of nations around 
the world that have committed themselves to ending unequal treatment of 
persons with disabilities. On International Day of Persons with Disabilities, 
we acknowledge the contributions of women and men with disabilities 
around the world, and we recognize our charge to ensure that all individ-
uals can enjoy full inclusion and participation in our societies. 

My Administration is continuing to protect and promote human rights, fair 
opportunity, and equal access for people with disabilities. Last year, the 
United States became a proud signatory of the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the first new human rights treaty 
of the 21st century. Like our laws in the United States, this treaty urges 
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equal protection and equal benefit of the law for all persons with disabil-
ities, and it reaffirms the inherent dignity, worth, and independence of the 
650 million individuals with disabilities worldwide. To advance our inter-
national work in this area, my Administration has named a Special Advisor 
for International Disability Rights at the Department of State. My Adminis-
tration also continues to support the efforts of the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization to facilitate and increase access to literary, artistic, and 
scientific materials for persons with disabilities. With our partners around 
the globe, we can affirm the rights of individuals with disabilities to live 
independently if they choose, free from the fear of discrimination, stigma, 
or economic insecurity. 

In acknowledging the progress of the past year, we also reflect upon impor-
tant milestones in America’s civil rights struggle for people with disabil-
ities. This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and the 35th anniversary of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act. These historic, bipartisan civil rights laws were clarion calls for 
equal access for and an end to discrimination against persons with disabil-
ities, and they have paved the way for countless Americans with disabil-
ities to share their talents and strengthen our communities. 

We have made progress, but still have a great distance to journey before 
every person living with a disability can benefit from the same access and 
protections, in the United States and abroad. As we celebrate International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities, let us reinvigorate our commitment to 
eradicate barriers and ensure equal opportunity for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 3, 2010, as 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities. I call on all Americans to ob-
serve this day with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8613 of December 6, 2010 

50th Anniversary of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our public lands represent the American spirit and reflect our history, cul-
ture, and deep respect for wild and beautiful places. As we celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the establishment of the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge, we remember that this breathtaking terrain holds great significance to 
our Nation. Stretching from the plains of the Arctic Sea to the soaring 
mountains of the Brooks Range and lush boreal forests of the Alaskan low-
lands, the rugged splendor of the Arctic Refuge is among the most pro-
foundly beautiful places in America. 
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