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equal protection and equal benefit of the law for all persons with disabil-
ities, and it reaffirms the inherent dignity, worth, and independence of the 
650 million individuals with disabilities worldwide. To advance our inter-
national work in this area, my Administration has named a Special Advisor 
for International Disability Rights at the Department of State. My Adminis-
tration also continues to support the efforts of the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization to facilitate and increase access to literary, artistic, and 
scientific materials for persons with disabilities. With our partners around 
the globe, we can affirm the rights of individuals with disabilities to live 
independently if they choose, free from the fear of discrimination, stigma, 
or economic insecurity. 

In acknowledging the progress of the past year, we also reflect upon impor-
tant milestones in America’s civil rights struggle for people with disabil-
ities. This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and the 35th anniversary of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act. These historic, bipartisan civil rights laws were clarion calls for 
equal access for and an end to discrimination against persons with disabil-
ities, and they have paved the way for countless Americans with disabil-
ities to share their talents and strengthen our communities. 

We have made progress, but still have a great distance to journey before 
every person living with a disability can benefit from the same access and 
protections, in the United States and abroad. As we celebrate International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities, let us reinvigorate our commitment to 
eradicate barriers and ensure equal opportunity for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 3, 2010, as 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities. I call on all Americans to ob-
serve this day with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8613 of December 6, 2010 

50th Anniversary of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our public lands represent the American spirit and reflect our history, cul-
ture, and deep respect for wild and beautiful places. As we celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the establishment of the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge, we remember that this breathtaking terrain holds great significance to 
our Nation. Stretching from the plains of the Arctic Sea to the soaring 
mountains of the Brooks Range and lush boreal forests of the Alaskan low-
lands, the rugged splendor of the Arctic Refuge is among the most pro-
foundly beautiful places in America. 
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Following the efforts of visionary conservationists, the Arctic National 
Wildlife Range was created in 1960 by President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
‘‘for the purpose of preserving unique wildlife, wilderness, and recreational 
values.’’ In 1980, under President Jimmy Carter, the area was renamed the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and expanded to further recognize and pro-
tect the stunning variety of wildlife in the area. For 50 years, the Fish and 
Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior has managed the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge, carefully balancing the needs of wildlife and 
their vital habitats. 

In the decades since its establishment, the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
has continued to be one of our Nation’s most pristine and cherished areas. 
In the decades to come, it should remain a place where wildlife popu-
lations, from roaming herds of caribou to grizzly bears and wolf packs, con-
tinue to thrive. The 19.6 million acres that comprise the Arctic Refuge are 
also home to Native American tribes, including the Inupiat and Gwich’in, 
and the resources of the Refuge sustain these populations and protect their 
indigenous traditions and way of life. 

Today, the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge remains distinct in the Amer-
ican landscape, and we must remain committed to making responsible 
choices and ensuring the continued conservation of these wild lands. 

Our Nation’s great outdoors, whether our stunning national parks and ref-
uges or cherished green spaces in our local communities, are truly a hall-
mark of our American identity. In commemorating five decades of protec-
tion and conservation of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, I encourage 
all Americans to recognize the beauty and diversity of all of America’s 
open spaces. We are all stewards and trustees of this land, and we must 
ensure that our treasured wilderness and other natural areas will be part 
of our national heritage for generations to come. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 6, 2010, as the 
50th Anniversary of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this anniversary with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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