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§ 27.4 Application procedures and re-
quirements. 

(a)(1) No investigation or testing for 
certification will be undertaken by 
MSHA except pursuant to a written ap-
plication, accompanied by all draw-
ings, specifications, descriptions, and 
related materials. The application and 
all related matters and correspondence 
shall be addressed to: U.S. Department 
of Labor, Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration, Approval and Certifi-
cation Center, 765 Technology Drive, 
Triadelphia, WV 26059. Fees calculated 
in accordance with part 5 of this title 
shall be submitted in accordance with 
§ 5.40. 

(2) Where the applicant for approval 
has used an independent laboratory 
under part 6 of this chapter to perform, 
in whole or in part, the necessary test-
ing and evaluation for approval under 
this part, the applicant must provide 
to MSHA as part of the approval appli-
cation: 

(i) Written evidence of the labora-
tory’s independence and current rec-
ognition by a laboratory accrediting 
organization; 

(ii) Complete technical explanation 
of how the product complies with each 
requirement in the applicable MSHA 
product approval requirements; 

(iii) Identification of components or 
features of the product that are critical 
to the safety of the product; and 

(iv) All documentation, including 
drawings and specifications, as sub-
mitted to the independent laboratory 
by the applicant and as required by 
this part. 

(3) An applicant may request testing 
and evaluation to non-MSHA product 
safety standards which have been de-
termined by MSHA to be equivalent, 
under § 6.20 of this chapter, to the prod-
uct approval requirements under this 
part. 

(b) Drawings, specifications, and de-
scriptions shall be adequate in detail to 
identify fully all components and sub-
assemblies that are submitted for in-
vestigation, and shall include wiring 
and block diagrams. All drawings shall 
include title, number, and date; any re-
vision dates and the purpose of each re-
vision shall also be shown on the draw-
ing. 

(c) For a complete investigation lead-
ing to certification, the applicant shall 
furnish all necessary components and 
material to MSHA. MSHA reserves the 
right to require more than one of each 
component, subassembly, or assembly 
for the investigation. Spare parts and 
expendable components, subject to 
wear in normal operation, shall be sup-
plied by the applicant to permit con-
tinuous operation during test periods. 
The applicant shall furnish special 
tools necessary to assemble or dis-
assemble any component or sub-
assembly for inspection or test. 

(d) The applicant shall submit a plan 
of inspection of components at the 
place of manufacture or assembly. The 
applicant shall furnish to MSHA a copy 
of any factory-inspection form or 
equivalent with the application. The 
form shall direct attention to the 
points that must be checked to make 
certain that all components or sub-
assemblies of the complete assembly 
are in proper condition, complete in all 
respects, and in agreement with the 
drawings, specifications, and descrip-
tions filed with MSHA. 

(e) The applicant shall furnish to 
MSHA complete instructions for oper-
ating the assembly and servicing com-
ponents. After completion of MSHA’s 
investigation, and before certification, 
if any revision of the instructions is re-
quired, a revised copy thereof shall be 
submitted to MSHA for inclusion with 
the drawings and specifications. 

[31 FR 10607, Aug. 9, 1966, as amended at 43 
FR 12316, Mar. 24, 1978; 60 FR 35694, July, 11, 
1995; 68 FR 36421, June 17, 2003; 70 FR 46343, 
Aug. 9, 2005; 73 FR 52212, Sept. 9, 2008] 

§ 27.5 Letter of certification. 
(a) Upon completion of investigation 

of a methane-monitoring system, or 
component or subassembly thereof, 
MSHA will issue to the applicant ei-
ther a letter of certification or a writ-
ten notice of disapproval, as the case 
may require If a letter of certification 
is issued, no test data or detailed re-
sults of tests will accompany it. If a 
notice of disapproval is issued, it will 
be accompanied by details of the de-
fects, with a view to possible correc-
tion. MSHA will not disclose except to 
the applicant or his authorized rep-
resentative, any information because 
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of which a notice of disapproval has 
been issued. 

(b) A letter of certification will be 
accompanied by an appropriate cau-
tionary statement specifying the con-
ditions to be observed for operating 
and maintaining the device(s) and to 
preserve its certified status. 

§ 27.6 Certification of components. 
In accordance with § 27.4, manufac-

turers of components may apply to 
MSHA to issue a letter of certification. 
To qualify for certification, electrical 
components shall conform to the pre-
scribed inspection and test require-
ments and the construction thereof 
shall be adequately covered by speci-
fications officially recorded and filed 
with MSHA. Letters of certification 
may be cited to fabricators of equip-
ment intended for use in a certified 
methane-monitoring system as evi-
dence that further inspection and test 
of the components will not be required. 

§ 27.7 Certification plate or label. 
A certified methane-monitoring sys-

tem or component thereof shall be 
identified with a certification plate or 
label which is attached to the system 
or component in a manner acceptable 
to MSHA. The method of attachment 
shall not impair the explosion-proof 
characteristics of any enclosure. The 
plate or label shall be of serviceable 
material, acceptable to MSHA, and 
shall contain the following inscription 
with spaces for appropriate identifica-
tion of the system or component and 
assigned certificate number: 

Manufacturer’s Name llllllllllll

Description lllllllllllllllll

(Name) 
Model or Type No llllllllllllll

Certified as complying with the applicable 
requirements of Schedule 32A. llllll

Certificate No llllllllllllllll

§ 27.8 [Reserved] 

§ 27.9 Date for conducting tests. 
The date of receipt of an application 

will determine the order of precedence 
for investigation and testing. The ap-
plicant will be notified of the date on 
which tests will begin. 

NOTE: If an assembly, subassembly, or 
component fails to meet any of the require-
ments, testing of it may be suspended and 

other items may be tested. However, if the 
cause of failure is corrected, testing will be 
resumed after completing such other test 
work as may be in progress. 

[31 FR 10607, Aug. 9, 1966, as amended at 70 
FR 46343, Aug. 9, 2005] 

§ 27.10 Conduct of investigations, tests, 
and demonstrations. 

MSHA shall hold as confidential and 
shall not disclose principles or patent-
able features, nor shall it disclose any 
details of drawings, specifications, or 
related materials. The conduct of all 
investigations, tests, and demonstra-
tions shall be under the direction and 
control of MSHA, and any other per-
sons shall be present only as observers, 
except as noted in paragraph (b) of this 
section. 

(a) Prior to the issuance of a letter of 
certification, necessary Government 
personnel, representatives of the appli-
cant, and such other persons as are mu-
tually agreed upon may observe the in-
vestigations or tests. 

(b) When requested by MSHA the ap-
plicant shall provide assistance in as-
sembling or disassembling components, 
subassemblies, or assemblies for test-
ing, preparing components, subassem-
blies, or assemblies for testing, and op-
erating the system during the tests. 

(c) After the issuance of a letter of 
certification, MSHA may conduct such 
public demonstrations and tests of the 
certified methane-monitoring system 
or components as it deems appropriate. 

[31 FR 10607, Aug. 9, 1966, as amended at 39 
FR 24003, June 28, 1974] 

§ 27.11 Extension of certification. 
If an applicant desires to change any 

feature of a certified system or compo-
nent, he shall first obtain MSHA’s ap-
proval of the change, pursuant to the 
following procedure: 

(a)(1) Application shall be made as 
for an original certification, requesting 
that the existing certification be ex-
tended to cover the proposed changes. 
The application shall include complete 
drawings, specifications, and related 
data, showing the changes in detail. 

(2) Where the applicant for approval 
has used an independent laboratory 
under part 6 of this chapter to perform, 
in whole or in part, the necessary test-
ing and evaluation for approval of 
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