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§250.1723 What must I do when it is
no longer necessary to maintain a
well in temporary abandoned sta-
tus?

If you or MMS determines that con-
tinued maintenance of a well in a tem-
porary abandoned status is not nec-
essary for the proper development or
production of a lease, you must:

(a) Promptly and permanently plug
the well according to §250.1715;

(b) Remove any casing stub or mud
line suspension equipment and any
subsea protective covering. You must
submit a request for approval to per-
form such work to the appropriate Dis-
trict Manager using form MMS-124, Ap-
plication for Permit to Modify; and

(c) Clear the well site according to
§250.1740 through §250.1742.

[67 FR 35406, May 17, 2002; 67 FR 66049, Oct.
30, 2002]

REMOVING PLATFORMS AND OTHER
FACILITIES

§250.1725 When do I have to remove
platforms and other facilities?

(a) You must remove all platforms
and other facilities within 1 year after
the lease or pipeline right-of-way ter-
minates, unless you receive approval to
maintain the structure to conduct
other activities. Platforms include pro-
duction platforms, well jackets, single-
well caissons, and pipeline accessory
platforms. Other activities include
those supporting OCS oil and gas pro-
duction and transportation, as well as
other energy-related or marine-related
uses (including LNG) for which ade-
quate financial assurance for decom-
missioning has been provided to a Fed-
eral agency which has given MMS a
commitment that it has and will exer-
cise authority to compel the perform-
ance of decommissioning within a time
following cessation of the new use ac-
ceptable to MMS. The approval will
specify:

(1) Whether you must continue to
maintain any financial assurance for
decommissioning; and

(2) Whether, and under what cir-
cumstances, you must perform any de-
commissioning not performed by the
new facility owner/user.

(b) Before you may remove a plat-
form or other facility, you must sub-

§250.1727

mit a final removal application to the
Regional Supervisor for approval and
include the information listed in
§250.1727.

(¢c) You must remove a platform or
other facility according to the ap-
proved application.

(d) You must flush all production ris-
ers with seawater before you remove
them.

(e) You must notify the Regional Su-
pervisor at least 48 hours before you
begin the removal operations.

[67 FR 35406, May 17, 2002, as amended at 74
FR 19807, Apr. 29, 2009]

§250.1726 When must I submit an ini-
tial platform removal application
and what must it include?

An initial platform removal applica-
tion is required only for leases and
pipeline rights-of-way in the Pacific
OCS Region or the Alaska OCS Region.
It must include the following informa-
tion:

(a) Platform or other facility re-
moval procedures, including the types
of vessels and equipment you will use;

(b) Facilities (including pipelines)
you plan to remove or leave in place;

(c) Platform or other facility trans-
portation and disposal plans;

(d) Plans to protect marine life and
the environment during decommis-
sioning operations, including a brief as-
sessment of the environmental impacts
of the operations, and procedures and
mitigation measures that you will take
to minimize the impacts; and

(e) A projected decommissioning
schedule.

[67 FR 35406, May 17, 2002; 67 FR 66049, Oct.
30, 2002]

§250.1727 What information must I in-
clude in my final application to re-
move a platform or other facility?

You must submit to the Regional Su-
pervisor, a final application for ap-
proval to remove a platform or other
facility. Your application must be ac-
companied by payment of the service
fee listed in §250.125. If you are pro-
posing to use explosives, provide three
copies of the application. If you are not
proposing to use explosives, provide
two copies of the application. Include
the following information in the final
removal application, as applicable:
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