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(1) Sufficient applicable information
or analysis is readily available to
MMS;

(2) Other coastal or marine resources
are not present or affected;

(3) Other factors such as techno-
logical advances affect information
needs; or

(4) Information is not necessary or
required for a State to determine con-
sistency with their CZMA Plan.

(d) Referencing. In preparing your
proposed plan or document, you may
reference information and data dis-
cussed in other plans or documents you
previously submitted or that are other-
wise readily available to MMS.

[70 FR 51501, Aug. 30, 2005, as amended at 72
FR 25200, May 4, 2007]

§250.202 What criteria must the Explo-
ration Plan (EP), Development and
Production Plan (DPP), or Develop-
ment Operations Coordination Doc-
ument (DOCD) meet?

Your EP, DPP, or DOCD must dem-
onstrate that you have planned and are
prepared to conduct the proposed ac-
tivities in a manner that:

(a) Conforms to the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act as amended
(Act), applicable implementing regula-
tions, lease provisions and stipulations,
and other Federal laws;

(b) Is safe;

(c) Conforms to sound conservation
practices and protects the rights of the
lessor;

(d) Does not unreasonably interfere
with other uses of the OCS, including
those involved with national security
or defense; and

(e) Does not cause undue or serious
harm or damage to the human, marine,
or coastal environment.

§250.203 Where can wells be located
under an EP, DPP, or DOCD?

The Regional Supervisor reviews and
approves proposed well location and
spacing under an EP, DPP, or DOCD. In
deciding whether to approve a proposed
well location and spacing, the Regional
Supervisor will consider factors includ-
ing, but not limited to, the following:

(a) Protecting correlative rights;

(b) Protecting Federal royalty inter-
ests;

(c) Recovering optimum resources;
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(d) Number of wells that can be eco-
nomically drilled for proper reservoir
management;

(e) Location of drilling units and
platforms;

(f) Extent and thickness of the res-
ervoir;

(g) Geologic and other reservoir char-
acteristics;

(h) Minimizing environmental risk;

(i) Preventing unreasonable inter-
ference with other uses of the OCS; and

(j) Drilling of unnecessary wells.

§250.204 How must I protect the rights
of the Federal government?

(a) To protect the rights of the Fed-
eral government, you must either:

(1) Drill and produce the wells that
the Regional Supervisor determines are
necessary to protect the Federal gov-
ernment from loss due to production on
other leases or units or from adjacent
lands under the jurisdiction of other
entities (e.g., State and foreign govern-
ments); or

(2) Pay a sum that the Regional Su-
pervisor determines as adequate to
compensate the Federal government
for your failure to drill and produce
any well.

(b) Payment under paragraph (a)(2) of
this section may constitute production
in paying quantities for the purpose of
extending the lease term.

(c) You must complete and produce
any penetrated hydrocarbon-bearing
zone that the Regional Supervisor de-
termines is necessary to conform to
sound conservation practices.

§250.205 Are there special require-
ments if my well affects an adjacent
property?

For wells that could intersect or
drain an adjacent property, the Re-
gional Supervisor may require special
measures to protect the rights of the
Federal government and objecting les-
sees or operators of adjacent leases or
units.

§250.206 How do I submit the EP,
DPP, or DOCD?

(a) Number of copies. When you submit
an EP, DPP, or DOCD to MMS, you
must provide:
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