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Ocean Energy Bureau, Interior § 250.522 

§ 250.518 What are the requirements 
for casing pressure management? 

Once you install your wellhead, you 
must meet the casing pressure manage-
ment requirements of API RP 90 (incor-
porated by reference as specified in 
§ 250.198) and the requirements of 
§§ 250.519 through 250.530. If there is a 
conflict between API RP 90 and the 

casing pressure requirements of this 
subpart, you must follow the require-
ments of this subpart. 

§ 250.519 How often do I have to mon-
itor for casing pressure? 

You must monitor for casing pres-
sure in your well according to the fol-
lowing table: 

If you have * * * you must monitor * * * with a minimum one pressure data point recorded per * * * 

(a) fixed platform wells, ............ monthly, ................................... month for each casing. 
(b) subsea wells, ...................... continuously, ........................... day for the production casing. 
(c) hybrid wells, ........................ continuously, ........................... day for each riser and/or the production casing. 
(d) wells operating under a 

casing pressure request on a 
manned fixed platform, 

daily, ........................................ day for each casing. 

(e) wells operating under a 
casing pressure request on 
an unmanned fixed platform, 

weekly, .................................... week for each casing. 

§ 250.520 When do I have to perform a 
casing diagnostic test? 

(a) You must perform a casing diag-
nostic test within 30 days after first ob-

serving or imposing casing pressure ac-
cording to the following table: 

If you have a * * * you must perform a casing diagnostic test if * * * 

(1) fixed platform well, .............. the casing pressure is greater than 100 psig. 
(2) subsea well, ........................ the measurable casing pressure is greater than the external hydrostatic pressure plus 100 psig 

measured at the subsea wellhead. 
(3) hybrid well, .......................... a riser or the production casing pressure is greater than 100 psig measured at the surface. 

(b) You are exempt from performing 
a diagnostic pressure test for the pro-
duction casing on a well operating 
under active gas lift. 

§ 250.521 How do I manage the thermal 
effects caused by initial production 
on a newly completed or recom-
pleted well? 

A newly completed or recompleted 
well often has thermal casing pressure 
during initial startup. Bleeding casing 
pressure during the startup process is 
considered a normal and necessary op-

eration to manage thermal casing pres-
sure; therefore, you do not need to 
evaluate these operations as a casing 
diagnostic test. After 30 days of contin-
uous production, the initial production 
startup operation is complete and you 
must perform casing diagnostic testing 
as required in §§ 250.520 and 250.522. 

§ 250.522 When do I have to repeat cas-
ing diagnostic testing? 

Casing diagnostic testing must be re-
peated according to the following 
table: 

When * * * you must repeat diagnostic testing * * * 

(a) your casing pressure request approved term has expired, ... immediately. 
(b) your well, previously on gas lift, has been shut-in or re-

turned to flowing status without gas lift for more than 180 
days, 

immediately on the production casing (A annulus). The produc-
tion casing (A annulus) of wells on active gas lift are exempt 
from diagnostic testing. 

(c) your casing pressure request becomes invalid, .................... within 30 days. 
(d) a casing or riser has an increase in pressure greater than 

200 psig over the previous casing diagnostic test, 
within 30 days. 

(e) after any corrective action has been taken to remediate un-
desirable casing pressure, either as a result of a casing 
pressure request denial or any other action, 

within 30 days. 
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