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If . . . Then . . . 

(2) There is not sufficient structural redundancy to prevent cata-
strophic failure of the platform or structure.

The results of a fatigue analysis must indicate a minimum cal-
culated life or three times the design life of the platform. 

(3) The desirable degree of redundancy is significantly reduced 
as a result of fatigue damage.

The results of a fatigue analysis must indicate a minimum cal-
culated life of three times the design life of the platform. 

(b) The documents incorporated by 
reference in § 250.901 may require larger 
safety factors than indicated in para-
graph (a) of this section for some key 
components. When the documents in-
corporated by reference require a larg-
er safety factor than the chart in para-
graph (a) of this section, the require-
ments of the incorporated document 
will prevail. 

PLATFORM VERIFICATION PROGRAM 

§ 250.909 What is the Platform 
Verification Program? 

The Platform Verification Program 
is the MMS approval process for ensur-
ing that floating platforms; platforms 
of a new or unique design; platforms in 
seismic areas; or platforms located in 
deepwater or frontier areas meet strin-
gent requirements for design and con-
struction. The program is applied dur-
ing construction of new platforms and 
major modifications of, or repairs to, 
existing platforms. These requirements 
are in addition to the requirements of 

the Platform Approval Program de-
scribed in §§ 250.904 through 250.908 of 
this subpart. 

§ 250.910 Which of my facilities are 
subject to the Platform Verification 
Program? 

(a) All new fixed or bottom-founded 
platforms that meet any of the fol-
lowing five conditions are subject to 
the Platform Verification Program: 

(1) Platforms installed in water 
depths exceeding 400 feet (122 meters); 

(2) Platforms having natural periods 
in excess of 3 seconds; 

(3) Platforms installed in areas of un-
stable bottom conditions; 

(4) Platforms having configurations 
and designs which have not previously 
been used or proven for use in the area; 
or 

(5) Platforms installed in seismically 
active areas. 

(b) All new floating platforms are 
subject to the Platform Verification 
Program to the extent indicated in the 
following table: 

If . . . Then . . . 

(1) Your new floating platform is a buoyant offshore facility that 
does not have a ship-shaped hull.

The entire platform is subject to the Platform Verification Pro-
gram including the following associated structures: 

(i) Drilling, production, and pipeline risers, and riser tensioning 
systems (each platform must be designed to accommodate 
all the loads imposed by all risers and riser does not have 
tensioning systems); 

(ii) Turrets and turret-and-hull interfaces; 
(iii) Foundations, foundation pilings and templates, and an-

choring systems; and 
(iv) Mooring or tethering systems. 

(2) Your new floating platform is a buoyant offshore facility with 
a ship-shaped hull.

Only the following structures that may be associated with a 
floating platform are subject to the Platform Verification Pro-
gram: 

(i) Drilling, production, and pipeline risers, and riser tensioning 
systems (each platform must be designed to accommodate 
all the loads imposed by all risers and riser tensioning sys-
tems); 

(ii) Turrets and turret-and-hull interfaces; 
(iii) Foundations, foundation pilings and templates, and an-

choring systems; and 
(iv) Mooring or tethering systems. 

(c) If a platform is originally subject 
to the Platform Verification Program, 
then the conversion of that platform at 

that same site for a new purpose, or 
making a major modification of, or 
major repair to, that platform, is also 
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subject to the Platform Verification 
Program. A major modification in-
cludes any modification that increases 
loading on a platform by 10 percent or 
more. A major repair is a corrective op-
eration involving structural members 
affecting the structural integrity of a 
portion or all of the platform. Before 
you make a major modification or re-
pair to a floating platform, you must 
obtain approval from both the MMS 
and the USCG. 

(d) The applicability of Platform 
Verification Program requirements to 
other types of facilities will be deter-
mined by MMS on a case-by-case basis. 

[70 FR 41575, July 19, 2005; 71 FR 28080, May 
15, 2006] 

§ 250.911 If my platform is subject to 
the Platform Verification Program, 
what must I do? 

If your platform, conversion, or 
major modification or repair meets the 
criteria in § 250.910, you must: 

(a) Design, fabricate, install, use, 
maintain and inspect your platform, 
conversion, or major modification or 
repair to your platform according to 
the requirements of this subpart, and 
the applicable documents listed in 
§ 250.901(a) of this subpart; 

(b) Comply with all the requirements 
of the Platform Approval Program 
found in §§ 250.904 through 250.908 of 
this subpart. 

(c) Submit for the Regional Super-
visor’s approval three copies each of 
the design verification, fabrication 
verification, and installation 
verification plans required by § 250.912; 

(d) Submit a complete schedule of all 
phases of design, fabrication, and in-
stallation for the Regional Supervisor’s 
approval. You must include a project 
management timeline, Gantt Chart, 
that depicts when interim and final re-
ports required by §§ 250.916, 250.917, and 
250.918 will be submitted to the Re-
gional Supervisor for each phase. On 
the timeline, you must break-out the 
specific scopes of work that inherently 
stand alone (e.g., deck, mooring sys-
tems, tendon systems, riser systems, 
turret systems). 

(e) Include your nomination of a Cer-
tified Verification Agent (CVA) as a 
part of each verification plan required 
by § 250.912; 

(f) Follow the additional require-
ments in §§ 250.913 through 250.918; 

(g) Obtain approval for modifications 
to approved plans and for major devi-
ations from approved installation pro-
cedures from the Regional Supervisor; 
and 

(h) Comply with applicable USCG 
regulations for floating OCS facilities. 

[70 FR 41575, July 19, 2005, as amended at 73 
FR 64547, Oct. 30, 2008] 

§ 250.912 What plans must I submit 
under the Platform Verification 
Program? 

If your platform, associated struc-
ture, or major modification meets the 
criteria in § 250.910, you must submit 
the following plans to the Regional Su-
pervisor for approval: 

(a) Design verification plan. You may 
submit your design verification plan 
with or subsequent to the submittal of 
your Development and Production Plan 
(DPP) or Development Operations Co-
ordination Document (DOCD). Your de-
sign verification must be conducted by, 
or be under the direct supervision of, a 
registered professional civil or struc-
tural engineer or equivalent, or a naval 
architect or marine engineer or equiva-
lent, with previous experience in di-
recting the design of similar facilities, 
systems, structures, or equipment. For 
floating platforms, you must ensure 
that the requirements of the USCG for 
structural integrity and stability, e.g., 
verification of center of gravity, etc., 
have been met. Your design 
verification plan must include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) All design documentation speci-
fied in § 250.905 of this subpart; 

(2) Abstracts of the computer pro-
grams used in the design process; and 

(3) A summary of the major design 
considerations and the approach to be 
used to verify the validity of these de-
sign considerations. 

(b) Fabrication verification plan. The 
Regional Supervisor must approve your 
fabrication verification plan before you 
may initiate any related operations. 
Your fabrication verification plan must 
include the following: 

(1) Fabrication drawings and mate-
rial specifications for artificial island 
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