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available commercially to third parties 
via sale, trade, license agreement, or 
other means. 

(2) The Regional Director may ask if 
you have further processed or inter-
preted any geophysical data and infor-
mation. When so asked, you must re-
spond to MMS in writing within 30 
days. 

(b) Submission, inspection and selection 
of geophysical data and information col-
lected under a permit. The Regional Di-
rector may request that the permittee 
or third party submit geophysical data 
and information before making a final 
selection for retention. MMS rep-
resentatives may inspect and select the 
data and information on your premises, 
or the Regional Director can request 
delivery of the data and information to 
the appropriate MMS regional office 
for review. 

(1) You must submit the geophysical 
data and information within 30 days of 
receiving the request, unless the Re-
gional Director extends the delivery 
time. 

(2) At any time before final selection, 
the Regional Director may return any 
or all geophysical data and information 
following review. You will be notified 
in writing of all or portions of those 
data the Regional Director decides to 
retain. 

(c) Requirements for submission of geo-
physical data and information collected 
under a permit. Unless the Regional Di-
rector specifies otherwise, you must in-
clude: 

(1) An accurate and complete record 
of each geophysical survey conducted 
under the permit, including digital 
navigational data and final location 
maps; 

(2) All seismic data collected under a 
permit presented in a format and of a 
quality suitable for processing; 

(3) Processed geophysical informa-
tion derived from seismic data with ex-
traneous signals and interference re-
moved, presented in a quality format 
suitable for interpretive evaluation, re-
flecting state-of-the-art processing 
techniques; and 

(4) Other geophysical data, processed 
geophysical information, and inter-
preted geophysical information includ-
ing, but not limited to, shallow and 
deep subbottom profiles, bathymetry, 

sidescan sonar, gravity and magnetic 
surveys, and special studies such as re-
fraction and velocity surveys. 

(d) Obligations when geophysical data 
and information collected under a permit 
are obtained by a third party. A third 
party may obtain geophysical data, 
processed geophysical information, or 
interpreted geophysical information 
from a permittee, or from another 
third party, by sale, trade, license 
agreement, or other means. If this hap-
pens: 

(1) The third party recipient of the 
data and information assumes the obli-
gations under this section, except for 
the notification provisions of para-
graph (a)(1), and is subject to the pen-
alty provisions of 30 CFR part 250, sub-
part N; and 

(2) A permittee or third party that 
sells, trades, licenses, or otherwise pro-
vides data and information to a third 
party must advise the recipient, in 
writing, that accepting these obliga-
tions is a condition precedent of the 
sale, trade, license, or other agree-
ment; and 

(3) Except for license agreements, a 
permittee or third party that sells, 
trades, or otherwise provides data and 
information to a third party must ad-
vise the Regional Director, in writing 
and within 30 days, of the sale, trade, 
or other agreement, including the iden-
tity of the recipient of the data and in-
formation; or 

(4) For license agreements, a per-
mittee or third party that licenses data 
and information to a third party must, 
within 30 days of a request by the Re-
gional Director, advise the Regional 
Director, in writing, of the license 
agreement, including the identity of 
the recipient of the data and informa-
tion. 

§ 251.13 Reimbursement for the costs 
of reproducing data and informa-
tion and certain processing costs. 

(a) MMS will reimburse you or a 
third party for reasonable costs of re-
producing data and information that 
the Regional Director requests if: 

(1) You deliver G&G data and infor-
mation to MMS for the Regional Direc-
tor to inspect or select and retain (ac-
cording to §§ 251.11 or 251.12 ); 
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(2) MMS receives your request for re-
imbursement and the Regional Direc-
tor determines that the requested re-
imbursement is proper; and 

(3) The cost is at your lowest rate (or 
a third party’s) or at the lowest com-
mercial rate established in the area, 
whichever is less. 

(b) MMS will reimburse you or the 
third party for the reasonable costs of 
processing geophysical information 
(which does not include cost of data ac-
quisition): 

(1) If, at the request of the Regional 
Director, you processed the geo-
physical data or information in a form 
or manner other than that used in the 
normal conduct of business; or 

(2) If you collected the information 
under a permit that MMS issued to you 
before October 1, 1985, and the Regional 
Director requests and retains the infor-
mation. 

(c) When you request reimbursement, 
you must identify reproduction and 
processing costs separately from acqui-
sition costs. 

(d) MMS will not reimburse you or a 
third party for data acquisition costs 
or for the costs of analyzing or proc-
essing geological information or inter-
preting geological or geophysical infor-
mation. 

§ 251.14 Protecting and disclosing data 
and information submitted to MMS 
under a permit. 

(a) Disclosure of data and information 
to the public by MMS. (1) In making 
data and information available to the 
public, the Regional Director will fol-
low the applicable requirements of: 

(i) The Freedom of Information Act 
(5 U.S.C. 552); 

(ii) The implementing regulations at 
43 CFR part 2; 

(iii) The Act; and 
(iv) The regulations at 30 CFR parts 

250 and 252. 
(2) Except as specified in this section 

or in 30 CFR parts 250 and 252, if the 
Regional Director determines any data 
or information is exempt from public 
disclosure under paragraph (a) of this 
section, MMS will not provide the data 
and information to any State or to the 
executive of any local government or 
to the public, unless you and all third 
parties agree to the disclosure. 

(3) MMS will keep confidential the 
identity of third party recipients of 
data and information collected under a 
permit. MMS will not release the iden-
tity unless you and the third parties 
agree to the disclosure. 

(4) When you detect any significant 
hydrocarbon occurrences or environ-
mental hazards on unleased lands dur-
ing drilling operations, the Regional 
Director will immediately issue a pub-
lic announcement. The announcement 
must further the national interest, but 
without unduly damaging your com-
petitive position. 

(b) Timetable for release of G&G data 
and information related to oil, gas, and 
sulphur that MMS acquires. Except for 
high-resolution data and information 
released under 30 CFR 250.197(b)(2), 
MMS will release or disclose acquired 
data and information in accordance 
with paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(7) of 
this section. 

(1) If the data and information are 
not related to a deep stratigraphic test, 
MMS will release them to the public in 
accordance with the following table: 

If you or a third party submit 
and MMS retains * * * 

The Regional Director will re-
lease them to the public * * * 

(i) Geological data and infor-
mation,.

10 years after MMS issued 
the permit. 

(ii) Geophysical data, ............. 50 years after MMS issued 
the permit. 

(iii) Geophysical information 
processed or reprocessed 
less than 20 years after 
MMS issued the germane 
permit, 

25 years after MMS issued 
the permit. 

(iv) Geophysical information 
processed or reprocessed 
20 or more years after 
MMS issued the germane 
permit, 

25 years after MMS issued 
the permit; or, if you or a 
third party applied for an 
extension of the proprietary 
term, 5 years after MMS 
approved the application 
for an extension. In any 
case MMS will release the 
information no later than 50 
years after MMS issued the 
permit. 

(2) Permittees and third parties may 
apply to MMS for an extension of the 
25-year proprietary term for geo-
physical information reprocessed 20 or 
more years after MMS issued the ger-
mane permit. You must submit the ap-
plication to MMS within 90 days after 
completion of the reprocessing, except 
during the initial 1-year grace period 
as provided in paragraph (b)(5) below. 
Filing locations are listed in § 251.5(d). 
Your application must include: 
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