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(2) MMS receives your request for re-
imbursement and the Regional Direc-
tor determines that the requested re-
imbursement is proper; and 

(3) The cost is at your lowest rate (or 
a third party’s) or at the lowest com-
mercial rate established in the area, 
whichever is less. 

(b) MMS will reimburse you or the 
third party for the reasonable costs of 
processing geophysical information 
(which does not include cost of data ac-
quisition): 

(1) If, at the request of the Regional 
Director, you processed the geo-
physical data or information in a form 
or manner other than that used in the 
normal conduct of business; or 

(2) If you collected the information 
under a permit that MMS issued to you 
before October 1, 1985, and the Regional 
Director requests and retains the infor-
mation. 

(c) When you request reimbursement, 
you must identify reproduction and 
processing costs separately from acqui-
sition costs. 

(d) MMS will not reimburse you or a 
third party for data acquisition costs 
or for the costs of analyzing or proc-
essing geological information or inter-
preting geological or geophysical infor-
mation. 

§ 251.14 Protecting and disclosing data 
and information submitted to MMS 
under a permit. 

(a) Disclosure of data and information 
to the public by MMS. (1) In making 
data and information available to the 
public, the Regional Director will fol-
low the applicable requirements of: 

(i) The Freedom of Information Act 
(5 U.S.C. 552); 

(ii) The implementing regulations at 
43 CFR part 2; 

(iii) The Act; and 
(iv) The regulations at 30 CFR parts 

250 and 252. 
(2) Except as specified in this section 

or in 30 CFR parts 250 and 252, if the 
Regional Director determines any data 
or information is exempt from public 
disclosure under paragraph (a) of this 
section, MMS will not provide the data 
and information to any State or to the 
executive of any local government or 
to the public, unless you and all third 
parties agree to the disclosure. 

(3) MMS will keep confidential the 
identity of third party recipients of 
data and information collected under a 
permit. MMS will not release the iden-
tity unless you and the third parties 
agree to the disclosure. 

(4) When you detect any significant 
hydrocarbon occurrences or environ-
mental hazards on unleased lands dur-
ing drilling operations, the Regional 
Director will immediately issue a pub-
lic announcement. The announcement 
must further the national interest, but 
without unduly damaging your com-
petitive position. 

(b) Timetable for release of G&G data 
and information related to oil, gas, and 
sulphur that MMS acquires. Except for 
high-resolution data and information 
released under 30 CFR 250.197(b)(2), 
MMS will release or disclose acquired 
data and information in accordance 
with paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(7) of 
this section. 

(1) If the data and information are 
not related to a deep stratigraphic test, 
MMS will release them to the public in 
accordance with the following table: 

If you or a third party submit 
and MMS retains * * * 

The Regional Director will re-
lease them to the public * * * 

(i) Geological data and infor-
mation,.

10 years after MMS issued 
the permit. 

(ii) Geophysical data, ............. 50 years after MMS issued 
the permit. 

(iii) Geophysical information 
processed or reprocessed 
less than 20 years after 
MMS issued the germane 
permit, 

25 years after MMS issued 
the permit. 

(iv) Geophysical information 
processed or reprocessed 
20 or more years after 
MMS issued the germane 
permit, 

25 years after MMS issued 
the permit; or, if you or a 
third party applied for an 
extension of the proprietary 
term, 5 years after MMS 
approved the application 
for an extension. In any 
case MMS will release the 
information no later than 50 
years after MMS issued the 
permit. 

(2) Permittees and third parties may 
apply to MMS for an extension of the 
25-year proprietary term for geo-
physical information reprocessed 20 or 
more years after MMS issued the ger-
mane permit. You must submit the ap-
plication to MMS within 90 days after 
completion of the reprocessing, except 
during the initial 1-year grace period 
as provided in paragraph (b)(5) below. 
Filing locations are listed in § 251.5(d). 
Your application must include: 
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(i) Name and address of the permittee 
or third party; 

(ii) Product name; 
(iii) Identification of the geophysical 

information area; 
(iv) Identification of originating per-

mit number and date; 
(v) Description of reprocessing per-

formed; 
(vi) Identification of the date of com-

pletion of reprocessing the geophysical 
information; 

(vii) Certification that the product 
meets the definition of processed geo-
physical information and that all other 
information in the application is accu-
rate; and 

(viii) Signature and date. 
(3) With each new reprocessing of per-

mitted data, you may apply for an ex-
tension of up to 5 years. However, the 
maximum proprietary term for geo-
physical information is 50 years after 
MMS issued the permit. Once the max-
imum term is reached, the MMS Re-
gional Director will release the infor-
mation to the public. 

(4) Geophysical information proc-
essed or reprocessed 20 or more years 
after MMS issued the germane permit 
and granted the extension will be sub-
ject to submission, inspection, and se-
lection criteria under 30 CFR 251.12 and 
reimbursement criteria identified 
under 30 CFR 251.13. 

(5) There will be a 1-year grace pe-
riod, starting September 14, 2009, to 
allow permittees and third parties suf-
ficient time to meet the above require-
ments and to apply for all eligible ex-
tensions. During this time, MMS will 
not release geophysical information 
which was reprocessed 20 or more years 
after the date that MMS issued the ger-
mane permit. 

(6) After September 14, 2010 MMS will 
resume releasing eligible reprocessed 
information. If an application for ex-
tension is not filed, not filed on time, 
or not approved by MMS, the original 
25-year proprietary term applies to the 
release date of the reprocessed geo-
physical information. 

(7) If the data and information are re-
lated to a deep stratigraphic test, MMS 
will release them to the public at the 
earlier of the following times: 

(i) Twenty-five years after you com-
plete the test; or 

(ii) If a lease sale is held after you 
complete a test well, 60 calendar days 
after MMS issues the first lease, any 
portion of which is located within 50 
geographic miles (92.7 kilometers) of 
the test. 

(8) MMS may allow limited inspec-
tion, but only by persons with a direct 
interest in related MMS decisions and 
issues in specific geographic areas, and 
who agree in writing to its confiden-
tiality, of G&G data and information 
submitted under this part that MMS 
uses to: 

(i) Make unitization determinations 
on two or more leases; 

(ii) Make competitive reservoir de-
terminations; 

(iii) Ensure proper plans of develop-
ment for competitive reservoirs; 

(iv) Promote operational safety; 
(v) Protect the environment; 
(vi) Make field determinations; or 
(vii) Determine eligibility for royalty 

relief. 
(c) Procedure that MMS follows to dis-

close acquired data and information to a 
contractor for reproduction, processing, 
and interpretation. (1) When practical, 
the Regional Director will advise the 
person who submitted data and infor-
mation under §§ 251.11 or 251.12 of the 
intent to disclose the data or informa-
tion to an independent contractor or 
agent. 

(2) The person so notified will have at 
least 5 working days to comment on 
the action. 

(3) When the Regional Director ad-
vises the person who submitted the 
data and information, all other owners 
of the data or information will be con-
sidered to have been so notified. 

(4) Before disclosure, the contractor 
or agent must sign a written commit-
ment not to sell, trade, license, or dis-
close data or information to anyone 
without the Regional Director’s con-
sent. 

(d) Sharing data and information with 
coastal States. (1) When MMS solicits 
nominations for leasing lands located 
within 3 geographic miles (5.6 kilo-
meters) of the seaward boundary of any 
coastal State, the Regional Director, in 
accordance with 30 CFR 252.7 (a)(4) and 
(b) and subsections 8(g) and 26(e) of the 
Act (43 U.S.C. 1337(g) and 1352(e)), will 
provide the Governor with: 
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(i) All information on the geo-
graphical, geological, and ecological 
characteristics of the areas and regions 
MMS proposes to offer for lease; 

(ii) An estimate of the oil and gas re-
serves in the areas proposed for leas-
ing; and 

(iii) An identification of any field, ge-
ological structure, or trap on the OCS 
within 3 geographic miles (5.6 kilo-
meters) of the seaward boundary of the 
State. 

(2) After receiving nominations for 
leasing an area of the OCS within 3 ge-
ographic miles of the seaward bound-
ary of any coastal State, MMS will 
carry out a tentative area identifica-
tion according to 30 CFR part 256, sub-
parts D and E. At that time, the Re-
gional Director will consult with the 
Governor to determine whether any 
tracts further considered for leasing 
may contain any oil or gas reservoirs 
that underlie both the OCS and lands 
subject to the jurisdiction of the State. 

(3) Before a sale, if a Governor re-
quests, the Regional Director, in ac-
cordance with 30 CFR 252.7(a)(4) and (b) 
and sections 8(g) and 26(e) of the Act 
(43 U.S.C. 1337(g) and 1352(e)), will share 
with the Governor information that 
identifies potential and/or proven com-
mon hydrocarbon bearing areas within 
3 geographic miles of the seaward 
boundary of that State. 

(4) Information received and knowl-
edge gained by a State official under 
paragraph (d) of this section is subject 
to applicable confidentiality require-
ments of: 

(i) The Act; and 
(ii) The regulations at 30 CFR parts 

250, 251, and 252. 

[62 FR 67284, Dec. 24, 1997, as amended at 71 
FR 16039, Mar. 30, 2006; 71 FR 62050, Oct. 20, 
2006; 72 FR 25202, May 4, 2007; 74 FR 40731, 
Aug. 13, 2009] 

§ 251.15 Authority for information col-
lection. 

(a) The Office of Management and 
Budget has approved the information 
collection requirements in this part 
under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and assigned 
OMB control number 1010–0048. The 
title of this information collection is 
‘‘30 CFR part 251, Geological and Geo-
physical (G&G) Explorations of the 
OCS.’’ 

(b) We may not conduct or sponsor, 
and you are not required to respond to, 
a collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

(c) We use the information collected 
under this part to: 

(1) Evaluate permit applications and 
monitor scientific research activities 
for environmental and safety reasons. 

(2) Determine that explorations do 
not harm resources, result in pollution, 
create hazardous or unsafe conditions, 
or interfere with other users in the 
area. 

(3) Approve reimbursement of certain 
expenses. 

(4) Monitor the progress and activi-
ties carried out under an OCS G&G per-
mit. 

(5) Inspect and select G&G data and 
information collected under an OCS 
G&G permit. 

(d) Respondents are Federal OCS per-
mittees and Notice filers. Responses 
are mandatory or are required to ob-
tain or retain a benefit. We will protect 
information considered proprietary 
under applicable law and under regula-
tions at § 251.14 and part 250 of this 
chapter. 

(e) Send comments regarding any as-
pect of the collection of information 
under this part, including suggestions 
for reducing the burden, to the Infor-
mation Collection Clearance Officer, 
Minerals Management Service, Mail 
Stop 5438, 1849 C Street, NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20240. 

[62 FR 67284, Dec. 24, 1997, as amended at 65 
FR 2875, Jan. 19, 2000; 74 FR 46909, Sept. 14, 
2009] 

PART 252—OUTER CONTINENTAL 
SHELF (OCS) OIL AND GAS IN-
FORMATION PROGRAM 

Sec. 
252.1 Purpose. 
252.2 Definitions. 
252.3 Oil and gas data and information to be 

provided for use in the OCS Oil and Gas 
Information Program. 

252.4 Summary Report to affected States. 
252.5 Information to be made available to 

affected States. 
252.6 Freedom of Information Act require-

ments. 
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