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shall be submitted first to the Gov-
ernor of the State in which the local 
government is located. 

(c) At least 60 days prior to approving 
the final leasing program and any later 
significant revision, the Secretary 
shall submit it to the President and 
the Congress, together with any com-
ments. The Secretary shall indicate in 
such submission why any specific rec-
ommendation of the Attorney General 
or of a State or local government was 
not accepted. 

[44 FR 38276, June 29, 1979, as amended at 47 
FR 25970, June 16, 1982. Redesignated at 47 
FR 47006, Oct. 22, 1982; 47 FR 50684, Nov. 9, 
1982] 

§ 256.19 Periodic consultation with in-
terested parties. 

The Secretary shall provide for peri-
odic consultation with State and local 
governments, existing and potential oil 
and gas lessees and permittees, and 
representatives of other individuals or 
organizations engaged in any activity 
in or on the OCS, including those in-
volved in fish and shellfish recovery, 
and recreational activities. This con-
sultation shall take place primarily 
through appropriate public notice as 
described in §§ 256.16 and 256.17 and 
through the OCS Advisory Board and 
its committees, on a regional and na-
tional basis. Meetings of the OCS Advi-
sory Board shall be held on specific 
issues as required by the Board’s char-
ter. 

[44 FR 38276, June 29, 1979. Redesignated at 47 
FR 47006, Oct. 22, 1982; 47 FR 50684, Nov. 9, 
1982] 

§ 256.20 Consideration of coastal zone 
management program. 

In the development of the leasing 
program, consideration shall be given 
to the coastal zone management pro-
gram being developed or administered 
by an affected coastal State under sec-
tion 305 or 306 of the Coastal Zone Man-
agement Act of 1972 as amended, (16 
U.S.C. 1454, 1455). Information con-
cerning the relationship between a 
State’s coastal zone management pro-
gram and OCS oil and gas activity 
shall be requested from the Governors 
of the affected coastal States and from 
the Secretary of Commerce prior to the 
development of the proposed leasing 

program at the time information is re-
quested under § 256.16 of this part. 

[44 FR 38276, June 29, 1979. Redesignated at 47 
FR 47006, Oct. 22, 1982; 47 FR 50684, Nov. 9, 
1982] 

Subpart C—Reports From Federal 
Agencies 

§ 256.22 General. 
For oil and gas lease sales shown in 

an approved leasing schedule and as 
the need arises for other mineral leas-
ing, the Director shall prepare a report 
describing the general geology and po-
tential mineral resources of the area 
under consideration. The Director may 
request other interested Federal Agen-
cies to prepare reports describing, to 
the extent known, any other valuable 
resources contained within the general 
area and the potential effect of mineral 
operations upon the resources or upon 
the total environment or other uses of 
the area. 

[51 FR 6107, Feb. 20, 1986] 

Subpart D—Call for Information 
and Nominations 

§ 256.23 Information on areas. 
(a) The Director may receive and 

consider indications of interest in 
areas for mineral leasing. 

(b) In accordance with an approved 
program and schedule for the leasing of 
OCS lands which may contain oil and 
gas, the Director shall issue Calls for 
Information and Nominations on areas 
for leasing of such minerals in specified 
areas. The Call for Information and 
Nominations shall be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER and may be pub-
lished in other publications as desir-
able. Information on areas shall be ad-
dressed to the appropriate regional 
Minerals Manager of the Minerals Man-
agement Service with a copy to any 
other office which may be specified in 
the Call. The Director shall also re-
quest comments on areas which should 
receive special concern and analysis. 
For an oil and gas lease sale Call Area, 
the Director may request comments 
concerning geological conditions, in-
cluding bottom hazards; archaeological 
sites on the seabed or nearshore; mul-
tiple uses of the proposed leasing area, 
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including navigation, recreation, and 
fisheries; and other socioeconomic, bio-
logical, and environmental informa-
tion. 

[47 FR 25970, June 16, 1982. Redesignated at 47 
FR 47006, Oct. 22, 1982 and amended at 51 FR 
21345, June 12, 1986; 59 FR 53094, Oct. 21, 1994] 

§ 256.25 Areas near coastal States. 
(a) At the time information is solic-

ited for leasing of areas within 3 geo-
graphical miles seaward of the seaward 
boundary of any coastal State, the Sec-
retary shall provide the Governor of 
that State information required under 
section 8(g)(1) of the Act. The Director 
shall furnish information identifying 
the areas for leasing as well as all rel-
evant available environmental data for 
such areas (See 30 CFR 251.14). 

(b) After receipt of information on 
areas within the area described in para-
graph (a) of this section, the Secretary 
shall inform the Governor of those 
areas that are to be given further con-
sideration for leasing. The Secretary 
shall enter into consultation with the 
Governor to determine whether the 
area may contain oil or gas pools or 
fields underlying both the OCS and 
lands subject to the jurisdiction of the 
State. 

(c) After selection for leasing of 
those tracts which may have oil or gas 
pools or fields underlying both the OCS 
and lands under State jurisdiction, the 
Secretary shall offer the Governor an 
opportunity to enter into an agreement 
for the equitable disposition of reve-
nues from such tracts under section 
8(g)(2) of the Act. 

(d) If no agreement can be reached 
within 90 days of the Secretary’s offer, 
the tracts may be leased and all reve-
nues deposited in a separate Treasury 
account pending equitable disposition 
of the revenues under sections 8(g) (3) 
and (4) of the Act. 

[44 FR 38276, June 29, 1979, as amended at 47 
FR 25971, June 16, 1982. Redesignated at 47 
FR 47006, Oct. 22, 1982] 

Subpart E—Area Identification 
and Tract Size 

§ 256.26 General. 
(a) The Director, in consultation 

with appropriate Federal Agencies, 

shall recommend to the Secretary 
areas identified for environmental 
analysis and consideration for leasing. 
The Director, on his/her own motion, 
may include in the recommendation 
areas in which interest has not been in-
dicated in response to a call. In making 
a recommendation, the Director shall 
consider all available environmental 
information, multiple-use conflicts, re-
source potential, industry interest and 
other relevant information. Comments 
received from States and local govern-
ments and interested parties in re-
sponse to calls for information and 
nominations shall be considered in 
making recommendations. For supple-
mental sales provided for by § 256.12 of 
this part, the Director’s recommenda-
tion shall be replaced by a statement 
describing the results of the Director’s 
consideration of the factors specified 
above in this section. 

(b) The Director shall evaluate fully 
the potential effect of leasing on the 
human, marine and coastal environ-
ments, and develop measures to miti-
gate adverse impacts, including lease 
stipulations. The views and rec-
ommendations of Federal agencies, 
State agencies, local governments, or-
ganizations, industries and the general 
public shall be used as appropriate. The 
Director may hold public hearings on 
the environmental analysis after ap-
propriate notice. 

(c) In general, the Director shall seek 
to inform the public as soon as possible 
of additions or deletions that occur 
after the identification of areas. 

[47 FR 25971, June 16, 1982. Redesignated at 47 
FR 47006, Oct. 22, 1982 and amended at 51 FR 
21345, June 12, 1986; 53 FR 29886, Aug. 9, 1988] 

§ 256.28 Tract size. 

(a) A tract selected for oil and gas 
leasing shall consist of a compact area 
not exceeding 5,760 acres, unless the 
authorized officer finds that a larger 
area is necessary to comprise a reason-
able economic production unit. 

(b) The tract size for the leasing of 
other minerals shall be specified in the 
notice of sale. 

[47 FR 25971, June 16, 1982. Redesignated at 47 
FR 47006, Oct. 22, 1982] 
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